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Dowers  Coin  Company  of  Witkes-Barre.  Pa., 
w<n  formed  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Dave  spe¬ 
cialised  bom  the  beginning  in  choice  United 
Stales  coinn.  Like  lira.  Dave  soon  establish!*;! 
a  mailing  Ust  of  several  thousand  customers. 
Sines  10*4  Dave  hoc  done  a  considerable 
amount  ol  numismatic  research  and  has 
handled  must  ol  the  gioat  American  numis¬ 
matic  rahttos. 
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Dear  Friend: 

New  purchases!  We  have  been  buying!  At  the  recent  Florida  United  Numismatists 
Convention  in  Florida,  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  I  spent  four  days  looking  at  thousands 
of  coins — and  writing  a  king’s  ransom  worth  of  checks! 

As  it  happened,  the  day  after  Brink’s  arrived  at  our  bank  with  our 
new  purchases  was  the  closing  date  for  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review.  As  a  result,  this  issue  gives  you  FIRST  CHANCE  on  many  new 
items.  Here  and  there  in  the  text  we  have  identified  just  a  few  of 
these. 

Dave  Bowers  and  I  feel  very  strongly  that  many  areas  of  the 
market  are  undervalued,  and  that  there  are  many  great  opportunities 
to  be  obtained.  As  always,  we  are  very  “fussy”  while  buying — that 
constitutes  the  Bowers  and  Merena  difference.  Of  course,  this  pays  off 
in  real  dividends  if  you  are  seeking  quality. 

In  this  issue  are  many  new  purchases  as  well  as  other  acquisitions- 
in  all  a  delightful  offering  of  everything  from  half  cents,  and  large  cents  on¬ 
ward — including  the  ever  popular  “grid”  listings  of  Liberty  Walking  halves,  Morgan  and  Peace 
dollars,  and  commemoratives  (augmented  by  hundreds  of  sparkling,  hand- 
selected  Mint  State  coins  just  purchased!).  When  ordering  please  give  second 
choices — as  often  coins  in  our  inventory  are  one  of  a  kind — and  once  this  Rare 
Coin  Review  gets  into  circulation,  many  items  will  sell  quickly.  Your  second 
choices  will  be  used  only  if  the  first  choice  items  you  have  requested  have  been 
sold.  Each  and  every  coin  is  actually  in  stock  as  we  go  to  press. 

1993  marks  the  40th  anniversary  of  our  company.  Throughout  the  year 
we  will  be  observing  this  landmark  event  and  commemorating  it  with  various 
special  offers.  Starting  things  off  in  a  grand  way  are  a  number  of  special  “$40 
Special  Offers”  in  this  issue.  Look  them  over  carefully,  and  pick  out  the  ones  that  you  like  best. 

Bonus  souvenir:  We  have  a  few  rolls  of  Mint  State  1953  dimes  put  away  in  1953,  the  year 
we  were  founded.  If  you  say  “Please  send  me  an  anniversary  dime”  when  you  call  or  write,  we’ll 
send  one  free  with  each  coin  order  we  fill  in  the  amount  of  $10  or  more,  limit  one  per  buyer. 
Offer  expires  March  31st  and  is  limited  to  the  number  of  coins  we  have  on  hand. 

Use  the  telephone.  See  something  of  interest?  Take  your  first  pick  of  all  of  our  new 
purchases!  Telephone  1-800-222-5993.  We  are  just  a  few  seconds  away.  Gail  Watson,  Ken 
Spatola,  Pat  Dumas,  and  our  entire  Order  Department  look  forward  to  your  telephone  call. 

Order  now,  and  a  beautiful  shipment  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before  you  can  blink  your  eye. 

From  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  best  wishes  to  you  and  yours 
for  a  happy,  healthy,  and  prosperous  1993. 

Sincerely, 


Raymond  N.  Merena 

President,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


TheOfficial 

1993 

Clinton 

Inaugural  Medal 

T fje  only)  official  medal  series  personally)  approved  by  President-elect  Bill  Clinton  and  t be  Inaugural  Committee! 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
was  also  the  official  distributor  for 
the  1981  and  1985  Reagan  medals 
and  the  1989  Bush  medal. 


n  January  20th, 
William  Jefferson 
Clinton  took  the 
Oath  of  Office,  and 
was  sworn  in  as  the 
42nd  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Now,  you  can  share  in  the  excite¬ 
ment  and  tradition  of  this  historic 
moment  with  the  Official  Clinton 
Inaugural  Medals,  struck  in  bronze, 
silver,  and  gold,  from  the  official 
distributor  of  the  series,  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

A  CLASSIC  WORK  OF  ART! 

Each  Inaugural  Medal  is  a  gorgeous  work  of 
art  and  will  feature  the  official  portrait  of  Bill 
Clinton,  personally  selected  by  him,  and 
designed  by  the  talented  Jesse  Wallace 
Corsaut.  The  reverse,  also  by  Corsaut,  features 
the  theme  “America  the  Beautiful,”  depicting 
“purple  mountains  majesty”  and  “amber  waves 
of  grain”  along  with  the  inscription,  “42nd 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA”. 

The  1993  Official  Inaugural  Medal  is  being 
made  to  the  highest  standards  of  the  minter’s 
art  and  officially  distributed  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  one  of  America’s  largest 
and  best-known  rare  coin  firms. 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc. 

Box  1224  *  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free:  1-800-222-5993 

In  NH:  1-569-5095  *  Fax:  1-603-569-5319 


3  VARIETIES  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

The  Official  1993  President  Clinton 
Inaugural  Medal  is  available  in  three  formats. 
Buy  the  bronze,  buy  the  silver,  or  buy  the  gold 
(the  gold  comes  only  in  a  complete  set  along 
with  the  bronze  and  silver,  and  of  which  no 
more  than  900  complete  three-piece  sets  will 
be  produced).  Here  indeed  is  a  treasure! 

TAKE  YOUR  PICK 

★  Beautiful  bronze  medal,  $35.00.  2-3/4”  in 
diameter.  Complete  with  a  solid  walnut  stand, 
is  shipped  in  a  handsome  presentation  box. 

★  Superb  .999  fine  antique  silver  medal, 
$175.00.  2-1/2”  in  diameter.  Housed  in  a  velvet 
presentation  case,  accompanied  by  a  des¬ 
criptive  brochure  and  certificate  of  authenticity. 
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★  Limited  Edition  Set.  $925.00.  Limited  to 
just  900  complete  three-piece  sets,  this  deluxe 
set  features  all  three  medals— the  rare  27mm 
24K  pure  gold  version  (available  only  to  buyers 
of  this  set),  plus  the  silver  and  bronze  editions, 
all  bearing  matching  serial  numbers.  The  gold 
medal  is  die  struck  and  contains  two-thirds  of 
an  ounce  of  pure  gold.  Packaged  in  a  museum- 
quality  solid  cherry'  wood  presentation  case. 

Shipping:  $3. 50  postage  for  the  first  medal 
or  set  and  $.50  for  each  additional  item. 

BE  A  PART  OF  HISTORY 

The  1993  Clinton  Inaugural  Medals  offer 
you  a  special  opportunity  to  take  part  in  history. 
You  must  act  immediately!  Production  of  these 
medals  will  be  strictly  limited.  Call  toll-free  1- 
800-222-5993,  or  mail  us  the  coupon  today  to 
reserve  your  1993  Clinton  Inaugural  Medals. 


I'd  like  to  own  a  piece  of  history!  I’ve  indicated  the  medal(s)  of  my 
choice  and  enclosed  my  check,  money  order  or  credit  card  authoriza¬ 
tion.  I’ve  enclosed  $3. 50  for  shipping  for  the  first  medal  ordered  and 
$.50  for  each  additional  specimen.  (Please  mail  to  address  below.) 


RCR91 


Bronze  medal,  $35  each. 


Antique  Silver  medal,  $175.00  each. 


Limited  Edition  Set,  includes  24K  gold  medal,  $925.00  each. 


NAME 
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Charge  to:  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  □  Amex 
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Remember 

When? 

A  look  back  to  the  bygone  days  of  1 953 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


953,  when  I  first  went  into  the  rare  coin 
business,  doesn’t  seem  that  long  ago.  I 
guess  the  more  years  that  go  by,  the  faster 
they  seem  to  move,  and  everything  tele¬ 
scopes  together.  When  you  stop  to  think  about  it, 
the  40  years  difference  between  1953  and  1993  is 
the  same  as  the  40  years  difference  between  1913 
and  1953.  I  can’t  imagine  that  dealers  who  were 
active  in  1953  could  remember  with  clarity  the 
year  1913  as  I  remember  40  years  ago — but  they 
must  have. 

As  I  write  this  I  have  in  my  hands  the  bound 
volume  of  The  Numismatist,  official  journal  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  for  the  year 
1953.  Looking  through  it  I  see  many  names  who 
either  are  no  longer  living  or  are  no  longer  active  in 
the  rare  coin  business. 

In  the  January  1953  issue  of  The  Numismatist, 
B.  Max  Mehl,  who  held  forth  in  the  Mehl  Building 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  advertised  that  he  had  just 
purchased  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Collec¬ 
tion  consisting  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  and 
American  colonial  issues.  Mehl  was  in  the  twilight 
years  of  his  career,  having  entered  business  in  1903 
and  having  become  famous  in  the  meantime  for  his 
Star  Rare  Coin  Encyclopedia,  and  which  gave  pre¬ 
mium  prices  paid  for  the  1913  Liberty-Head  nickel 
and  other  rarities.  The  height  of  his  career  was  in 
the  1930s,  when  he  had  his  own  radio  program  and 
at  one  time  his  incoming  mail  constituted  the  bulk 
of  business  at  the  Fort  Worth  Post  Office. 

First  pick 

Art  Kelley,  of  St.  Louis,  offered  crowns  of  the 
world,  books,  and  other  items.  A  year  or  two  later 
I  met  Art  for  the  first  time.  He  liked  me — I  guess  I 
was  a  kid  who  always  made  quick  decisions  on 
buying  whenever  I  saw  anything  of  quality — and 
we  developed  a  routine  for  years  whereby  when  he 
first  came  to  a  convention  he  would  not  show  coins 
to  anyone  else  until  I  had  first  pick. 

Henry  Grunthal,  still  living  today  following  an 
illustrious  numismatic  career,  advertised  crowns 
of  the  world  for  sale.  For  many  years  Henry  was  a 
fixture  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  New 
York  and  served  as  a  curator  there,  and  at  other 
times  he  was  an  independent  rare  coin  dealer. 

The  Bebee  Stamp  &  Coin  Company,  name  later 
changed  to  Bebee’s,  was  operated  by  the  husband 


and  wife  team  of  Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee,  who 
soon  became  good  friends.  Our  firm  had  the  honor 
of  selling  their  personal  coin  collection  at  auction; 
you  may  remember  that  it  was  a  high¬ 
light  of  the  1987  ANA  Convention 
sale  we  conducted. 

No  one  had  heard  of  PCGS 
or  NGC  back  then ,  and  mylar 
probably  hadn’t  been  in¬ 
vented  yet.  In  any  event, 
coins  were  usually  stored 
in  paper  envelopes  mea¬ 
suring  2  inches  square, 
which  could  be  conve¬ 
niently  kept  in  something 
like  the  Aristocrat  Coin 
Cabinet  sold  for  $9.50  by  the 
Tatham  Stamp  &  Coin  Com 
pany  of  Massachusetts.  Operated 
by  Howard  E.  McIntosh,  Tatham  pri¬ 
marily  dealt  with  beginning  collectors  and  the 
general  public — through  advertisements  placed  in 
comic  books,  newspapers,  and  other  places. 

Rolls  were  the  hottest  thing  in  the  coin  market 
at  the  time,  and  M.  Hirschhorn  of  Long  Island  City, 
New  York,  was  among  the  most  active  in  this  area. 
By  today’s  standards,  prices  were  unbelievably 
cheap.  For  example,  you  could  take  your  pick  of  a 
$10  face  value  Uncirculated  roll  of  1944  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Denver,  or  San  Francisco  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  for  $13  per  roll — not  much  over  face 
value!  The  hottest  thing  on  the  market  at  the  time 
was  the  1950-D  nickel,  which  Hirschhorn  adver¬ 
tised  for  $5  per  roll  of  40  coins  in  January  1953. 
Indeed,  this  would  lead  the  market  for  the  next  two 
or  three  years.  As  it  turned  out,  the  1950-D  nickel 
was  like  a  Roman  candle — it  blazed  brilliantly  in 
the  sky,  sputtered,  and  crashed  in  1965,  and  even 
today,  while  still  historically  interesting,  the  price 
comes  nowhere  near  the  $140  per  roll  (equal  to 
$35  per  coin!)  achieved  back  in  those  glory  days.  In 
fact,  the  1950-D  nickel  is  probably  the  only  popular 
20th-century  Uncirculated  U.S.  coin  which  today  is 
not  worth  as  much  as  it  was  in  1963,  30  years  ago. 

Gimbel’s  Coin  Department  in  New  York  City 
desired  to  buy  coins  and  collections  for  cash,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  ad  in  The  Numismatist.  Not  men¬ 
tioned  was  the  man  behind  the  coin  throne  at 
Gimbel’s,  Robert  Friedberg,  a  very  fine  gentleman 


who  probably  was  busier  than  any  other  dealer  of 
his  time — eventually  having  several  dozen  leased 
coin  departments  in  as  many  different  stores  in 
large  cities. 

Down  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  L.W.  Hoffecker  of  the 
Watkins  Coin  Company  advertised  silver  dollars 
for  sale  by  the  Uncirculated  roll  of  20  pieces, 
including  $35  for  20  1927  Peace  dollars,  and — 
would  you  believe  it? — the  same  price  of  $35  for  a 
roll  of  the  rare  1 928  dollars.  As  a  reader  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  today  you  might  ask  why  I  didn’t  buy 
everything  like  this  I  could,  but  at  the  time  the 
market  was  one  of  collecting  (with  few  investors), 
the  hobby  went  merrily  along,  and  no  one  dreamed 
that  it  would  ever  become  as  popular  as  it  did. 

Whitman  Publishing  Company  in  Racine,  Wis¬ 
consin,  advertised  the  brand  new  6th  edition  of  A 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  then  as  now  the 
standard  work  for  computing  current  valuations. 

On  the  outside  back  cover  of  The  Numismatist, 
Wayte  Raymond  listed  the  new  Standard  Catalogue 
of  United  States  Coins,  which  had  been  unseated  in 
popularity  by  the  Guide  Book,  but  which  remained 
an  excellent  source  of  worthwhile  information. 

Raymond  was  in  the  twilight  of  his  career  and 
could  comfortably  rest  upon  his  laurels  as 
one  of  America’s  most  respected  pro¬ 
fessionals.  In  New  York  City,  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company  ad¬ 
vertised  itself  as  “New  York’s  dis¬ 
tinguished  firm,”  possibly  a  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  quality  of  descrip¬ 
tions  in  its  auction  catalogues, 
spearheaded  by  intense  re¬ 
search  done  by  an  associate  in 
the  firm,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  who 
today  is  retired,  but  whose  interest 
in  numismatics  is  second  to  no  one. 
In  fact,  hardly  a  week  goes  by  with¬ 
out  John  giving  me  a  call,  dropping  me 
a  note,  or  telling  me  of  some  reference  book 
I  positively  need  to  add  to  our  library. 

Philosophy 

Stack’s,  located  at  12  West  46th  Street,  New 
York,  told  of  their  auction  sales  as  well  as  their  coin 
brokerage  department.  The  principals  of  the  firm 
were  Joseph  B.  and  Morton  Stack,  who  I  remember 
as  always  being  kind  to  me.  Later,  Ben,  Norman, 
and  Harvey  took  over  the  reins.  Ben  died  some 
years  ago,  and  sadly,  Norman  left  this  earthly 
sphere  last  year — to  be  missed  by  all.  Harvey  and 
his  son  Larry  now  are  in  charge,  backed  by  a  fine 
staff.  Stack’s  is  one  of  the  very  few  firms  advertising 
in  1953  which  is  still  in  existence  today. 

In  1953,  when  I  first  began  business,  emphasis 
was  on  personal  service.  I  enjoyed  coins,  and  liked 
to  read  about  them  and  write  descriptions  for 
advertisements.  Today,  my  philosophy  hasn’t 
changed.  The  firm  has  become  larger,  but  just 
before  this  Rare  Coin  Review  went  to  press,  I  spent 
several  days  describing  the  coins  offered  in  this 
issue.  Further,  with  Mark  Borckardt  I  have  just 
returned  from  a  buying  trip  during  which  many 
new  items  were  acquired.  Although  the  prices  are 
different  and  the  faces  of  the  sellers  are  not  the 
same,  I  am  still  as  excited  today  when  I  see  a  nice 
coin  as  I  was  years  ago.  Interesting  coins  and 
interesting  people  makes  the  hobby  continually 
fascinating  to  me. 
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Dear  Friend: 


It  was  in  1952  that  I  began  my  interest  in  rare  coins.  In  1953  de¬ 
cided  to  be  a  rare  coin  dealer,  if  only  in  a  small  way  at  first.  Things  grew 
more  rapidly  than  I  expected,  and  by  1955  I  was  the  youngest  person 
ever  to  hold  a  bourse  table  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  In  fact,  I  was  just  16  years  old  at  the  time,  not 
old  enough  to  be  a  member  of  the  ANA — so  they  had 
to  give  me  “special  dispensation.”  In  this  is 
do  some  reminiscing  about  “the  good  old 
days”  and  the  times  since  then — all  in  all  a 
wonderful  adventure  in  the  rare  coin 
business. 

The  Rare  Coin  Review  had  its 

inception  in  the  late  1960s,  following  on 
several  ancestor  publications,  including 
The  Empire  Review  and  Empire  Topics,  the 
first  issue  of  the  latter  being  published  in 
1958.  Before  that  I  issued  several  price  lis 
the  first  of  which  appeared  in  1955.  One  c 
at  auction  sold  for  $625  a  couple  of  years  ago — flattering,  but  a  bit 
frustrating,  as  I  am  sure  many  undistributed  copies  returned  to  the 
wrong  address  were  simply  thrown  in  the  wastebasket.  I  guess  that  is 
what  makes  things  rare. 

As  we  enter  1993,  I  have  a  very  “warm”  feeling 
about  rare  coins  and  the  coin  market.  The  speculative 
days  of  1989  are  fast  fading  into  memory,  and  now 
with  us  is  a  new  group  of  buyers,  most  of  whom  are 
numismatically  oriented  rather  than  having  a  get- 
rich-quick  objective.  In  addition,  many  old-timers 
who  sat  on  the  sidelines  when  prices  jumped  in  the 
late  1980s  have  now  returned  to  the  fold. 

The  next  several  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
will  further  discuss  our  40th  anniversary,  offer  a  number  of  interesting 
special  deals,  and  contain  what  I  hope  you  will  find  to  be  an  interesting 
mix  of  attractively  priced  coins  for  sale,  plus  editorial  features.  As  always, 
questions,  suggestions,  and  comments  are  welcome.  We  are  here  for  you. 

Thank  you  for  a  really  great  40  years  in  the  rare  coin  business.  Now,  I 
look  forward  to  another  40  years — God  willing! 


Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman  of  the  Board,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


Iii  This 

Issue 

Coins  &  Books  For  Sale 


Copper  Coins . 4 

U.S.  Silver  Coins . 8 

U.S.  Gold  Coins . 34 

U.S.  Commemorative  Coins . 39 

Miscellaneous  Coins . 45 

Books  for  Sale . 48 

Coin  Holders  For  Sale  . 59 

Departments 

Letter  from  the  Editor . 3 

This  &  That . 6 

Question  &  Answer  Forum . 15 

Coin  Quiz . 20 

Did  You  Know?  . 32 

Market  View . 36 

Auction  News . 42 

“Book  Marks” . 51 

Feature  Articles 


Remember  When? . 2 

A  Profile  of  Ray  Merena . 18 

Establishing  the  Mint  Cabinet . 22 

Liberty  Seated  Makeover . 26 


Subscribe  Today! 


A  twelve  month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  plus  all  Special  Coin  Letter  issues  pro¬ 
duced  during  that  period,  PLUS  a  year  of 
Kingswood  mail  bid  sale  catalogues,  PLUS  all 
auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  during  that  period 
(with  prices  realized  after  each  sale).  A  value 
of  over  $200  if  ordered  separately! 
Subscription  1  . $79.00 


For  Iii staii t  Service  Call 

1-800- 

222-5993 

(Orders  only,  please) 

IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  (603)  569-5095 
24-HR  FAX  NUMBER:  (603)  569-5319 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  91 


Page  3 


United  States  Copper 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

Due  to  an  incredible  amount  of  exciting  coins  in 
our  inventory,  we  have  held  over  our  listing  of 
colonial  coins  until  our  next  issue.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  we  would  be  delighted  to  send  you  a  private 
listing  upon  request. 


Half  Cents 


Memorable  AU  1793  Half  Cent 
B-3,  C-3 


1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  Head  to  Left, 
Liberty  Cap  and  Pole.  AU-55  (PCGS).  First 
year  of  the  denomination,  and  the  only  year  of 
this  design  type,  inspired  by  the  1793  Liberty 
Cap  cent  and  the  1776  Libertas  Americana 
medal.  One  of  the  sharpest  struck  and  most 
pleasing  1793  half  cents  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled.  Of  all  1793  half  cents  certified  at  the 
AU  level,  this  must  certainly  rank  as  one  of  the 
very  finest!  Attractive  glossy  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces  display  nicely  centered  design  details.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  discriminating 
buyer  who  wants  one  of  the  very  finest  to  come 
on  the  market  in  our  generation.  ...21,500.00 


Fine  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  B-2.  F-12  (PCGS).  Attractive  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  example 
of  the  date,  grade,  and  variety.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set  or  specialized  collection  alike . 4,250.00 


1794  C-9.  VG-8  (ANACS  Cache)  An  attractive 

specimen  of  the  first  year  with  Miss  Liberty 
facing  right . 1,035.00 

1795  Plain  edge:  •  B-5b.  No  pole.  G-5.  $275  • 

B-5b  No  pole.  VG-8  $675  •  B-4,  C-4.  With 
pole.  Punctuated  date.  F-15 . 625.00 


1797  1  Above  1.  B-lc,  C-l.  Blundered  die,  with 
first  1  punched  far  too  high;  with  1797  punched 
in  the  proper  position  below  it.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 
A  splendid  coin  with  light  brown  surfaces,  a 
coin  with  a  great  deal  of  aesthetic  appeal.  Very 
late  die  state;  not  many  more  coins  could  have 

been  made  after  this  one . 2,650.00 

1800:  •  B-la,  C-l.  EF-40.  Light  brown  surfaces. 
$410  •  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  beautiful 
example  of  the  new  Draped  Bust  design.  A  new 
purchase,  offered  here  for  the  first  time.  Light 
brown  surfaces  have  tinges  of  lighter,  original 

mint  color.  A  superb  value  for  only . 950.00 

1802/0  Reverse  of  ’02  B-2,  C-2.  G-5.  The 
rarest  date  in  the  Draped  Bust  series.  It  is  said 
that  all  1 802  half  cents  were  struck  on  planchets 
made  from  cut-down,  misstruck  cents.  Smooth, 
medium  brown  surfaces  and  is  one  of  the  nicest 
we’ve  handled  at  this  grade  level.  Sure  to  sell 
quickly  for  only . 395.00 


1803  B-3,  C-3.  AU-50.  Extremely  difficult  to 

locate  in  this  high  grade.  Unlike  certain  variet¬ 
ies  of  1804  and  1806,  the  1803  was  not  found 
in  hoards,  A  prize  coin  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur . 2,150.00 

1804  Crosslet  4  with  stems  to  wreath:  •  B- 

8,  C-9.  F-15.  $119  •  C-l.  VF-20.  Has  the  sharp¬ 
ness  of  EF-40,  but  with  some  marks.  Satisfac¬ 
tion  guaranteed,  as  always.  $195  •  B-l.  VF-20. 
$275  •  B-8,  C-9.  EF-45 . 435.00 

1804  Plain  4.  Stemless  wreath:  •  B-10,  C-13. 
VF-20.  $110  •  AU-55.  Marred  surface.  $295  • 


B-IO,  C-13.  AU-58,  brown.  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  A  splendid  coin  that  will  satisfy  the 
most  discriminating  buyer.  One  of  quit,e  a  few 
newly  purchased  half  cents  listed  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review . 795.00 


1804  Spiked  Chin  variety:  •  B-7,  C-8.  VF-20. 
$140  •  C-8.  VF-30.  $275  •  VF-30.  $275  •  B-6, 
C-8.  VF-35.  Splendid  surfaces.  $295  •  B-7,  C- 
8.  EF-45  $435  •  B-7,  C-8.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Very  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  $895.  •  B-6,  C- 
6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  A  lustrous  piece  with 
great  show  appeal,  a  beauty!  . 2,495.00 

The  “spiked  chin”  detail  of  this  popular  variety  is  believed  to 
have  been  caused  when  a  screw  that  held  the  working  die  in 
place  in  the  coining  press  worked  loose,  clashing  with  the 
obverse  die,  thus  causing  the  details  of  the  damaged  area  to 
transfer  to  coins  struck  from  this  die. 

1805  Small  5.  Stemless:  •  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40. 

Light  burnish.  $250  •  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces . 895.00 


1805  Small  5.  Stems.  C-3.  VG-8.  A  splendid 

specimen,  for  the  grade,  of  one  of  the  great 
classics  of  the  series.  Newly  purchased,  this  is 
offered  for  the  first  time  for  only . 1,950.00 

1806  Small  6:  •  Stemless.  B-3,  C-l.  VF-35.  $145 

•  B-3,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Beautiful.  Some 
faded  original  mint  lustre;  you  could  grade  this 
MS-60  without  contradiction . 945.00 

1806  Large  6.  Stems:  •  C-4.  MS-61  BN 
(PCGS).  A  splendid  half  cent  with  fully  glossy, 
lustrous  surfaces  accented  with  tinges  of  mint 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin  is 
authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee  for¬ 
ever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 
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red.  A  splendid  coin  that  we  feel  is  very  conser¬ 
vatively  graded.  $1,275  •  C-4.  MS-62  RB 
(PCGS).  Lustrous,  rich  brown  with  ample  ar¬ 
eas  of  original  mint  red.  Very  beautiful,  sure  to 

please  at  just . 1,950.00 

1807  B-l  (Die  State  III),  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) 
Glossy  medium  brown.  The  date  1807  is  rarely 
seen  in  this  high  grade;  most  coins  were  well 
circulated,  and  none  was  represented  in  the 
Chapman,  et  al.  hoards.  An  ideal  specimen  for 
a  high  level  specialized  collection.  ...  1,095.00 
1808/7  C-2.  VF-25.  Lightly  porous.  This  overdate 
is  elusive  in  all  grades  over  Fine.  A  very  nice 
item  for  the  specialist . 950.00 

First  pick:  You  have  first  pick  of  the  many  great 
buys  we  made  at  the  Florida  United  Numismatists 
Convention  in  Orlando — PLUS  several  important 
properties  acquired  here  in  New  England.  All  of 
this  adds  up  to  one  of  the  most  value-filled,  most 
interesting  Rare  Coin  Reviews  we  have  ever  pro¬ 
duced!  — Dave  Bowers. 

1833:  •  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (PCGS).  $250  •  B-l, 

C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 595.00 

1834:  •  B-l,  C-l  AU-55.  Light  brown  surfaces. 

$149  •  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345.00 

1835:  •  AU-50.  $125  •  B-l,  C-2.  MS-60  BN  (ANACS 
Cache).  $235  •  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  ..365.00 


Choice  Proof  1848  Half  Cent 


1848  Small  Berries.  First  Restrike. 
Proof-63  (PCGS).  Rare  Proof-only  date.  A 
superb  specimen  with  red  and  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces.  Very  rare . 4,395.00 


1849  Large  Date.  B-l:  •  MS-60.  Artificially 
toned.  Otherwise  it  would  be  priced  at  two  or 
three  times  the  price !  Perhaps  you  can  dip  it  and 
retone  it,  following  the  instructions  outlined  in 
Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon’s  Penny  Whimsy  book. 
$195  •  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Very  sharply 
struck.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Quite  scarce 
and  unappreciated  so  fine . 495.00 


1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely 

lustrous  brown  specimen!  Not  easy  to  find  in 
this  high  grade . 1,950.00 

1855  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  About  60%  to  70% 

original  fiery  mint  red.  Another  one  of  our  new 
purchases;  acquired  by  Dave  Bowers  from  a 
small,  high-quality  set  of  half  cents.  A  very 
attractive  specimen,  pristine,  uncleaned.  Inex¬ 
pensive  at . 725.00 


1856  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  with 
many  traces  of  original  mint  red,  especially  on 
the  reverse . 395.00 

Large  Cents 


Attractive  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Lettered  Edge,  F-15 


1793  Wreath.  Lettered  Edge.  Sheldon-1 1C. 
F-15.  One  of  the  most  popular  and  desirable 
issues  in  the  early  large  cent  series.  Glossy  tan 
surfaces.  Tiny  obverse  rim  mark  at  9:00.  A  tiny 
obverse  planchet  fissure,  as  struck,  is  noted  for 
accuracy,  as  is  a  small,  faint  pin  scratch  at  the 
date.  You  are  protected  by  our  money-back 
guarantee;  in-person  we  know  you’ll  really  like 
this  coin,  although  we  have  been  a  bit  technical 
in  our  description  of  it.  Above  average  for  the 
grade,  and  a  piece  that  will  fit  nicely  in  a  high- 
quality  type  set . 3,350.00 

1793  Vine  &  Bars  Wreath  Cent 
S-9;  F-15 


1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  S-9.  F-15 
(PCGS).  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  A 
very  nice  example  of  the  date.  Ideal  for  a 


specialized  or  type  collection . 3,450.00 

Liberty  Cap 

1794  VG-8.  A  nice  “type”  specimen  of  this  popular 
date . 260.00 


1796  Draped.  S-92,  late  die  state.  VG-8.  ..365.00 


1796  Draped  Bust.  S-115.  VG-10.  Late  die 
state.  Pleasing  light  brown  surfaces.  Rare  vari¬ 
ety . 1,350.00 

1798  S-157.  F-15.  As  you  like  it;  a  nice  specimen  of 

the  variety  and  grade . 250.00 

1798  S-158.  VG-8.  Attractive . 160.00 

1798  S-154,  Rarity-4  +  .  Net  F-15.  Sharpness 
of  VF-30,  but  lightly  burnished  to  ameliorate 


the  effects  of  light  porosity.  Attractive  overall, 


and  guaranteed  to  please . 975.00 

1804  S-266a.  G-5.  Date  boldly  defined.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces . 425.00 


1812  S-288.  VF-30.  Very  attractive  glossy  brown. 
A  nice  specimen  of  the  date  and  type. .  595.00 


1813  S-292:  •  VF-30.  Pleasing  medium  brown 
color.  Another  of  our  many  new  purchases  for 
this  Rare  Coin  Review.  $795  •  EF-45  (ANACS 
Cache).  Medium  brown.  Sharp  definition  of 
Classic  Head  portrait.  Some  minor  planchet 
roughness  at  upper  right  of  date  was  taken  into 
consideration  when  grading . 1,750.00 

1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 

trous  rich  brown.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
first  year  of  the  Matron  Head . 975.00 

1817  13  Stars.  N-2,  Rarity-3.  EF-40  Attrac¬ 

tive  deep  mahogany  surfaces  without  signifi¬ 
cant  contact  marks.  Choice  for  the  grade,  and 
guaranteed  to  please! . 465.00 


1817  15  Stars.  N-16.  AU-50  A  nice  specimen 

of  one  of  our  very  favorite  large  cent  varieties; 
one  of  the  most  curious  and  unexplained 
anomalies  in  the  series . 1,295.00 

1818  N-7.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small 

area  of  discoloration  on  neck.  Satisfaction  guar¬ 
anteed  . 175.00 

1819  N-3.  EF-40 . 435.00 

1820/19  Overdate.  N-2.  EF-40.  Medium  light 

brown  surfaces . 425.00 

1820  N-13:  •  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
surfaces.  Obverse  with  die  break  connecting 
date  and  stars.  $575  •  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  variety  and  grade, 
ideal  for  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a  type 
set.  Probably  a  Randall  Hoard  cent.  .  2,295.00 

1822:  •  N-5.  VF-20.  $65  •  N-3.  EF-40 . 325.00 


1823/2:  •  N-lb.  Rarity-2  VF-35  A  medium 
brown  specimen  with  plainly  evident  details.  A 
light  scattering  of  tiny  obverse  marks,  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  grade,  are  mentioned  for  accu¬ 
racy.  1823/2  cents  are  very  difficult  to  find  in 
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This  &  That 

News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


“THE  ELGIN  COIN  CLUB,  Elgin,  Illinois,  has 
experienced  a  type  of  phenomenal  growth  that 
most  other  clubs  can  only  dream  about,”  according 
to  an  article  in  Numismatic  News.  From  a  member¬ 
ship  of  less  than  30  in  1989,  the  roster  has  crossed 
the  100  mark.  Club  president  Mike  Reilly  is  quoted 
as  saying  that  much  of  the  activity  is  a  result  of 
young  numismatists,  “the  future  of  the  hobby.”  The 
club  “tried  to  make  them  feel  comfortable  and  give 
them  things  to  do.  Pretty  soon  they  were  bringing 
their  friends.”  Now,  between  1 0  and  1 5  youngsters 
attend  each  meeting.  Old-timers  are  still  seen, 
including  one  of  the  members  who  helped  found 
the  club  in  1957.  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  Trygve 
Rovelstad,  designer  of  the  Elgin  commemorative 
half  dollar,  is  one  of  the  active  members.  Congratu¬ 
lations  to  the  Elgin  Coin  Club — and  best  wishes  for 

many  years  of  continued  growth  and  success. 

*  *  * 

WE  WONDER  WHY  George  Bush  bothered  to 
seek  re-election,  when  it  is  a  fact  that  all  former 
presidents  with  four-letter  surnames  (James  K. 
Polk,  president  1845-1849;  William  Howard  Taft, 
1909-1913;  and  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1974-1977)  served 
only  one  term.  To  this  list  can  now  be  added  George 
Bush  1989-1993. 

★  *  * 

YOU  MIGHT  NOT  HAVE  NOTICED  but  in 

our  January  auction  sale  catalogue  for  the  Florida 
United  Numismatists  Convention,  the  pictures  of 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  on  pages  44  and  47  were 
inadvertently  transposed.  This  correction  appears 
“for  the  record.” 

*  *  * 

THE  MINT  SAID  IT  in  a  recent  advertisement 
in  a  numismatic  publication:  “Coin  collecting  is 
one  of  the  most  absorbing  and  rewarding  of  pur¬ 
suits,  but  whether  you  are  an  established  collector 
or  wish  to  introduce  a  friend  to  the  hobby  for  life 
the  [starter  collection  being  offered  through  the 
mail  by  the  Mint]  will  be  of  interest  to  you.” 
Unfortunately,  this  was  not  from  the  U.S.  Mint,  but, 
rather,  was  from  the  Royal  Mint  in  England — 
advertisement  in  Coin  News.  Perhaps  the  U.S.  Mint 
should  offer  something  like  the  Royal  Mint  Starter 
Pack,  which  is  further  described  as  follows: 
“Affordably  priced  at  just  £25.95,  the  pack  contains 
a  set  of  Brilliant  Uncirculated  coins  from  overseas, 


the  1992  coin  set  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
two  informative  publications  suitable  for  new  and 
seasoned  collectors  alike.” 

k  k  k 

IN  THE  COURSE  of  our  interest  in  research 
we  correspond  with  quite  a  few  people  around  the 
United  States,  indeed  the  world.  One  particular 
correspondent,  Mr.  B.M.,  of  New  York,  has  an 
interesting  habit:  he  writes  to  your  editor  perhaps 
once  every  six  months,  taking  that  long  to  reply  to 
a  letter  from  here.  However,  when  he  writes  he 
sends  his  reply  six  months  later  by  priority  mail, 
requesting  an  immediate  answer  back  from  us. 

Interesting  methodology  here. 

*  *  * 

NOTED  STAMP  DEALER  and  writer,  Herman 
“Pat”  Herst,  Jr.  recently  wrote 
to  us  from  the  Panama  Canal, 
while  taking  a  cruise  there. 

He  informed  us  that  so  he 
would  not  run  out  of  things  to 
do,  he  took  with  him  30  or  40 
magazines.  The  purpose  of 
his  letter  was  to  send  an  ar¬ 
ticle  he  tore  out  of  History 
Today.  Our  favorites  among 
the  books  he  had  written  are 
Nassau  Street  (a  story  of  the 
stamp  business  in  New  York 
City  and  his  involvement  with 
it  years  ago),  and  Stories  to 
Collect  Stamps  By. 

k  k  * 

SOMETIMES  an  author 
will  use  his  or  her  parent  in 
the  title  of  an  autobiography, 
such  as  Coal  Miner’s  Daugh¬ 
ter,  by  Loretta  Lynn,  and  The  Ragman’s  Son,  by  Kirk 
Douglas.  We  guess  that  the  object  of  these  titles  is 
to  demonstrate  that  a  child  of  someone  in  a  menial 
position  can  achieve  worldwide  fame. 

k  k  k 

THE  CLOCK  IS  TURNED  BACK  by  Mexico, 
which  has  announced  that  in  1993  it  will  be  issuing 
a  circulating  coin  with  silver  content.  Denomi¬ 
nated  at  10  pesos,  the  new  piece  will  be  worth 
about  $3  in  exchange  for  United  States  money.  This 
will  make  Mexico  the  first  country  since  the  early 
1970s  to  produce  a  coin  with  significant  silver 


content  for  general  circulation.  We  believe  that 
Mexico  is  the  world’s  largest  silver  producer,  with 
an  output  of  over  60  million  ounces  in  1991,  the 
latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available.  Per¬ 
haps  the  silver  producers  of  the  United  States 
should  band  together  and  put  some  pressure  on 
Congress — just  as  they  did  in  the  1870s  when  the 
Morgan  dollar  was  created — and  pursue  the  idea  of 
a  United  States  silver  coin.  This  would  also  help 
diminish  the  government  stockpile.  Actually,  we’re 
not  too  sure  that  this  is  a  good  idea,  for  much  of  the 
silver  will  simply  be  lost  by  being  abraded  as  the 
coins  circulate.  Perhaps  the  attractive  American 
one-ounce  “eagle”  coins  are  a  better  and  more 
permanent  way  to  use  silver,  although  of  course 

the  quantity  is  not  as  large. 

*  *  * 

WE  DIDN’T  KNOW  that  there  was  such  a 
thing  as  tourist  rides  on  a  submarine,  apart  from 
the  mock-up  that  Disney  uses  in  the  20,000  Leagues 
Under  the  Sea  ride  in  its  park.  However,  a  card 
from  a  Rare  Coin  Review  reader  advises  us  that  in 
Hawaii  the  46-passenger  Atlantis,  a  real  subma¬ 
rine,  dives  up  to  100  feet  and  gives  visitors  a  first¬ 
hand  view  of  coral  reefs  and  undersea  attractions. 

k  k  k 

BUFFALO  NICKELS  are  described  as  “the 
most  uniquely  American  coins”  in  a  recent  bro¬ 
chure  crossing  our  desk  from  Littleton  Coin  Com¬ 
pany.  What  with  a  Native  American  (Indian)  on  the 
obverse  and  a  “buffalo”  (actually  a  bison)  on  the 
reverse,  you  can’t  get  more  American  than  that. 
The  designer  of  the  design,  James  Earle  Fraser,  is 
quoted  in  expressing  this  sentiment:  “In  designing 
it,  my  objective  was  to  achieve  a  coin  which  would 
be  truly  American,  that  could  not  be  confused  with 
the  currency  of  any  other  country.” 

k  k  k 

THE  ELECTION  OF 
BILL  CLINTON  has  caused 
waves  of  optimism  in  the 
media.  Advertising  Age  notes 
this:  “It  is  a  new  day  in 
America  as  far  as  the  adver¬ 
tising,  marketing  and  media 
industries  are  concerned. 
Executives  contacted  by  Ad¬ 
vertising  Age  expressed  al¬ 
most  universal  optimism 
about  President-elect  Bill 
Clinton  and  said  that  more 
than  anything  else,  the  elec¬ 
tion  represents  a  clarion  call 
for  change.  Some  aren’t  sure 
what  these  changes  will 
bring,  but  after  almost  three 
years  of  a  crippling  reces¬ 
sion,  they  say  that  they  are 
ready  and  willing  to  embrace  the  new  president 
and  his  lofty  goals  for  the  future.”  On  a  more 
numismatic  vein,  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 
notes  this:  “Isn’t  democracy  grand?  The  ballots 
have  hardly  had  a  chance  to  cool,  and  already  the 
coin  market  is  showing  signs  of  increased  activity. 
‘Heating  up’  is  how  one  dealer  put  it.  There  cer¬ 
tainly  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  bidding  activity 
that  we  have  been  watching  grow  over  the  last  few 
weeks.  We  are  seeing  more  bidders,  and  higher 
bidders,  although  the  demand  is  by  no  means 
uniform  across  the  street.  . 
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higher  grades,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that 
we  are  able  to  buy  an  attractive  one  for  our 
stock.  $1,850  •  N-l.  EF-45.  A  gorgeous  coin. 
This  coin  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  high-grade 


set  of  cents  of  this  era . 3,950.00 

1824  N-4.  VF-30 . 215.00 


1826:  •  N-5.  EF-40.  $375  •  N-5.  AU-50.  Sharp 
and  lustrous  medium  brown  fields.  A  thor¬ 
oughly  satisfying  example.  $595  •  N-9.  AU-55 
BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A 
beautiful  coin! . 795.00 

1827:  •  N-4.  VF-30.  $185  •  N-9.  VF-30.  $185  •  N- 
1.  EF-40.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  Delightful! 
$475  •  N-2,  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  A  rich  choco¬ 
late  brown  specimen  of  this  popular  and  desir¬ 
able  issue,  with  a  few  faint  scattered  obverse 
marks  mentioned  for  accuracy . 1,095.00 

1827  N-ll.  AU-50.  Tiny  planchet  crack  on  rim. 

A  sharply  struck,  lustrous  beauty,  with  excep¬ 
tionally  high  aesthetic  appeal . 695.00 

1828  N-ll.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Glossy, 

lustrous  brown.  Ask  to  see  it  on  approval.  We’re 
happy  to  ship  an  item  of  interest  to  you  for 
inspection,  if  you  are  an  established  client  or 
furnish  satisfactory  references . 825.00 

1837  Beaded  Hair  Cords.  N-10.  EF-45 . 135.00 

1838  N-4.  EF-40  . 95.00 


1839  Booby  Head.  N-13.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 

Actually,  this  is  red  and  brown,  with  a  very 
generous  portion  of  original  mint  red  present, 
mingled  with  glossy,  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A 
delightful  specimen!  We  have  always  liked  the 
cents  of  this  year,  which  exhibit  more  diversity 
than  any  other  19th-century  date  in  the  large 

cent  series . 3,295.00 

1839  Head  of ’40,  Braided  Hair:  •  N-8.  EF-40.  Faint 
scratch.  $110  •  N-8.  AU-50.  Choice,  lustrous 
brown  surfaces . 295.00 


1841  N-4b.  MS-64,  brown.  Glossy,  light  brown. 
Extremely  attractive.  A  high-grade  coin  for  the 
advanced  numismatist . 3,295.00 


1842  Small  Date.  N-2:  •  MS-60/63.  Light 


brown  fields  with  much  gloss  and  lustre.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  $595  •  MS-63/65  RB.  A  gorgeous  cent, 
with  the  reverse  being  nearly  full  original  mint 
red.  Quality  such  as  this  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  elusive  on  the  market.  The  connoisseur 

will  appreciate  this  coin . 1,450.00 

1843  Type  of  ’42:  •  N-15.  VF-20.  $40  •  N-15.  VF- 
30.  Rarity-4.  A  very  attractive  example  of  the 
Petite  Head  style  of  large  cents.  $135  •  N-8.  VF- 

35 . 120.00 

1844:  •  N-5.  EF-45.  $195  •  N-7  EF-45.  $295  •  N- 

6.  EF-45.  $365  •  N-l.  AU-50.  $195  •  N-7.  AU- 

50.  A  small  toning  spot  is  noted  beneath  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin.  $395  •  N-l.  MS-60.  Lustrous 
“woodgrain”  surface  highlights.  Remnants  of 
erroneous  18  in  field  to  left  of  existing  18  in 
date . 450.00 

1845:  •  N-3.  VF-20.  $35  •  N-12.  EF-40. ...  110.00 
1846  Small  Date:  •  N-8.  EF-40.  $90  •  N-4.  EF- 
45.  $140  •  N-l.  MS-60.  $425  •  N-6.  MS-64 
BN  (NGC).  An  excellent  value  in  this  grade, 
especially  when  you  consider  that  it  is  about 
half  the  price  of  an  MS-65  coin.  There  is  a  lot  of 
value  to  be  had  on  today’s  market  in  MS-63  and 

MS-64  coins . 495.00 

1847:  •  N-l.  VF-35.  $85  •  N-5,  Rarity-3  +  .  AU-50. 

Attractive  deep  tan  surfaces . 325.00 

1848:  •  N-22.  VF-30.  $50  •  N-28.  AU-50  Scratch. 
$140  •  N-16.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing, 

lustrous  coin . 425.00 

1849:  •  N-8.  VF-30.  $90  •  N-12.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1850  N-l.  EF-45 . 115.00 

1852:  •  N-22.  EF-40.  $60  •  N-3.  AU-50.  $165  •  N- 

7.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1853:  •  N-3.  EF-40.  $65  •  N-3.  AU-55.  $215  •  N- 

20.  MS-61  RB  (PCGS).  $295  •  N-25.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  $315  •  N-13.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  $315 
•  N-25.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  What  a  nice  array  of 
Mint  State  Braided  Hair  cents  we  offer  here! 
Use  the  great  selection  in  this  offering  to  add  to 
your  collection . 375.00 


1856:  •  N-14.  AU-53  (PCGS).  $145  •  N-6.  MS-63 
BN  (PCGS) . 295.00 


1857  Large  Date.  Specials!  We  recently  bought 
a  nice  group  of  these,  and  offer  Mint  State  coins 
in  a  number  of  grade  levels.  If  you’ve  wanted  a 
nice  1857  large  cent,  take  your  pick:  •  N-l.  AU- 
55.  $245  •  N-l.  MS-60  BN  (ANACS  Cache) 
$425  •  N-l.  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache) 
$475  •  N-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  $575  •  N-l. 
MS-64  BN  (NGC).  $695  •  N-l.  MS-64  RB 
(NGC).  Mostly  red.  $1,495  •  N-l.  MS-65  BN 
(NGC).  A  very  beautiful  example!  It  is  not  often 
that  we  have  the  chance  to  offer  an  1857  Mint 
State  large  cent  of  this  calibre.  An  important 
opportunity  for . 1,495.00 

In  our  opinion,  the  1857  large  cent  is  quite  undervalued  on 
the  present  market.  The  pricing  is  only  slightly  more  than  that 
of  a  “type”  cent  of  the  1850s,  but  as  a  date  an  AU  (for  example) 
1857  large  cent  is  at  least  two  dozen  times  rarer  than  an  1851. 
Large  cents  of  this  date  were  minted  only  in  January  1857.  Mint 
Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  most  of  the  low 
mintage  of  the  1857  large  cent  went  to  the  melting  pot  prior  to 
release. 


Small  Cents  to  Nickel 
Five-Cent  Pieces 

Due  to  an  incredible  amount  of  exciting  coins  in 
our  inventory,  we  have  held  over  our  listing  of 
small  cents,  two-cent  pieces,  three-cent  pieces,  and 
nickel  five-cent  pieces  until  our  next  issue.  In  the 
meantime,  we  would  be  delighted  to  send  you  a 
private  listing  upon  request. 


$40  Special  #1 


© 

u. 


Just  $40  for  these  coins  PLUS  a 
book,  to  help  us  celebrate  our 
40th  anniversary! 

DENVER  MINT  MERCURY  DIMES!  Pair  of  Denver 
Mint  Mercury  dimes,  1944-D  and  1945-D, 

^  O  f  CV  MS-64,  brilliant,  sparkling  gems, 
PLUS  a  copy  of  Dave  Bowers’ 

^  great  book,  A  Buyer's  Guide  to 
^  the  Rare  Coin  Market. 


Just 

$40! 


^  f.  A  n 

JV  A  Hs 


^  A  great  value! 


(Sorry,  this  book  offer  cannot  be  combined  with  our  standard  book  discounts!) 


SPECIAL  MONEY-SAVIN 


OFFER 
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United  States  Silver 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 


1829  Valentine-7.  AU-50.  Cleaned . 195.00 

1832  AU-50 . 265.00 


1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars:  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  little  cameo.  One  of 
the  very  finest  we  have  ever  seen  at  this  grade 
level;  certainly  in  the  top  5%,  quality  wise,  of 
extant  MS-63  pieces.  You’ll  really  appreciate 
owning  this  one!  $1,750  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty  gem!  Quality!  Quality! 
Quality!  Still  another  of  our  new  purchases — 
one  of  hundreds  offered  here  for  the  first  time 

in  the  Rare  Coin  Review . 2,995.00 

1841:  •  AU-50.  $110  •  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely 
example  with  frosty  surfaces  graced  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  gold,  lavender,  and  pale 
blue,  Sharply  struck,  with  all  of  Liberty’s  hair 
details  in  evidence.  A  choice  half  dime.  Ideal  for 
inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type  set.  ...  1,950.00 
1849/8  AU-50 . 185.00 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS)  .  Lightly  toned. 

A  lustrous  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  seldom 
seen  in  any  grade,  let  alone  in  high  Mint  State! 
Much  rarer  than  even  the  low  mintage  indi¬ 
cates.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 2,650.00 

By  early  1853,  the  price  of  silver  on  international  markets 
had  risen  to  the  point  at  which  half  dimes  and  other  silver 
denominations  (except  the  trime)  were  worth  more  as  bullion 
than  as  coins.  Accordingly,  if  the  coins  had  been  released,  they 
would  have  gone  to  speculators  and  bullion  dealers.  Because  of 
this,  most  were  melted  at  the  Mint.  The  Act  of  February  21, 
1853  lowered  the  authorized  weight  of  the  half  dime,  dime, 
quarter,  and  half  dollar;  coins  of  the  new  low  weight  were 
thereafter  distinguished  by  arrows  at  the  date. 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light 

toning . 1,395.00 


W  ant  List  Program 

Do  you  have  a  want  list  for  special  coins  you 
need?  Send  it  to  us,  and  we’ll  let  you  know 
when  we  find  the  items  you  are  seeking. 


1855  Arrows  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  attractive 


piece  can  be  yours  for  just . 1,495.00 

1857-0  AU-50 . 145.00 


1858  Over  Inverted  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

brilliant  example  of  one  of  the  most  spectacular 
repunching  errors  in  U.S.  numismatics;  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  The  date  of  this 
popular  error  was  first  punched  upside  down  in 
the  die,  then  corrected,  with  bold  traces  of  the 
inverted  date  left  in  the  finished  die.  Fully 
brilliant  and  aesthetically  appealing.  A  prime 
opportunity  for  the  specialist  in  the  series  to 

acquire  a  showpiece . 1,950.00 

1858  AU-50 . 79.00 

1859-0  AU-50 . 195.00 

1861/0  EF-40.  So-called  overdate,  although  we 
are  not  completely  convinced .  Satisfaction  guar¬ 
anteed . 225.00 

1862:  •  AU-58.  $75  •  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  attrac¬ 
tive  lilac  toning . 150.00 

1863  MS-65  Half  Dime  Rarity 
A  dazzling  gem! 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty,  dazzling 
gem.  One  of  the  finest  known  of  this  rare  Civil 
War  date,  and  one  of  our  favorite  new  pur¬ 
chases.  Only  18,000  business  strikes  were 
minted,  very  few  were  ever  released. 3,750.00 
1863-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Somewhat  scarce.  Much 
original  mint  lustre  is  still  seen . 365.00 

Splendid  Gem  1865  Half  Dime  Rarity 
One  of  the  finest  known 


1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sparkling  gem 
coin  of  unimprovable  quality.  Only  1 3,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made,  and  probably  no  more 


than  a  dozen  or  two  survive  in  the  combination 
of  high  technical  grade  and  aesthetic,  quality 
characteristic  of  this  beauty.  Another  one  of  our 
favorite  purchases.  Coins  of  this  rarity  and 
quality  make  professional  numismatics  a  plea¬ 
sure . 3,995.00 

1866  VF-20  (PCGS).  The  1866  half  dime  is  a 
rare,  seldom-seen  issue  in  any  grade.  ..395.00 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  gunmetal- 

blue  and  light  gray  toning.  This  little  gem  has  an 
aesthetic  quality  usually  seen  only  when  old- 
time  collections  come  on  the  market.  Low- 
mintage  issue;  a  key  to  the  series . 1,295.00 

1873-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Dazzling,  brilliant,  frosty 
obverse.  Brilliant,  lustrous  accented  by  a  splash 
of  inky  blue  natural  toning . 1,495.00 

Dimes 


Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1814  Small  date.  John  Reich-1.  VF-30 . 295.00 

1822:  •  Good/ AG.  $265  •  G-6.  $375  •  JR-1.  VG- 

8  (ANACS  Cache) . 525.00 

1823  JR-3.  VF-20.  Light  gray  toning . 95.00 


1830  John  Reich  book  plate  coin.  JR-8.  MS- 

63.  A  beautiful  coin  that  will  bring  joy  to  any 
specialist.  This  will  look  great  in  your  special¬ 


ized  collection  or  type  set!  . 1,395.00 

1833  EF-45 . 199.00 

1836  AU-50 . 325.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars:  •  VF-30.  $295 
•  VF-35.  $320  •  EF-40.  $595  •  MS-62  (NGC). 

A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  not  often  seen 
on  the  market  today.  The  cameo-like  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  starless  obverse  has  made  this  a 
favorite  with  numismatists . 2,150.00 
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1838  Partial  Drapery.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  and  attractive . . . 495.00 


1841-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled.  Another  of  our  many  new  purchases 
for  this  Rare  Coin  Review.  In  Mint  state,  the 
1841-0  dime  is  exceedingly  scarce.  .2,195.00 
1842  AU-58 . 125.00 

ACTUALLY  IN  STOCK:  Each  and  every  coin  we 
list  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  actually 
in  stock  as  we  go  to  press.  However,  many  items — 
especially  the  scarcer  ones — are  one  of  a  kind  in 
our  inventory.  Order  early  for  the  best  selection !  — 
Ken  Spatola,  Order  Department. 

1853  No  arrows.  Very  rare,  as  most  of  the  small 
mintage  was  melted.  Undervalued,  under- 
appreciated,  inexpensive.  F-15 . 99.00 


1853  Arrows  at  Date:  •  MS-64.  A  beautiful, 
lustrous  specimen.  A  find  for  the  type  set  collec¬ 
tor.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  golden  toning.  A  connoisseur’s  delight! 
$1,695  •  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  deeply  frosty  specimen  of  this  popular 
design  type.  Not  often  do  we  have  the  privilege 


of  offering  one  this  nice! . 3,850.00 

1860-0  VF-20.  A  popular,  key  date.  Last  New 
Orleans  dime  of  the  era.  Rare . 1,495.00 


1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lilac  toning  over  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  key 
low-mintage  Civil  War  dime  . 1,850.00 

In  business  strike  form,  the  1863  dime  is  exceedingly  rare. 
Only  a  few  were  minted,  and  few  if  any  were  deliberately  saved. 


Fantastic  Quality  1863-S  Dime 
Mint  State-63 


1863-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Here  is  a  variety  that 
would  be  a  great  rarity  even  if  it  were  in  MS-60 
grade,  weakly  struck.  But,  this  is  a  sharply 
struck  MS-63,  and  with  light  splashes  of  beau¬ 
tiful  golden  toning  as  well.  If  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  are  your  forte,  and  you  want  a  first-class 
prize,  call  to  order  this  one . 3,495.00 


1877- CC  MS-63.  Sharply  and  deeply  struck.  Very 

lustrous.  Consider  adding  a  Carson  City  coin  to 
your  type  set! . 425.00 

If  you  want  to  capture  the  flavor  of  Virginia  City,  Nevada,  and 
the  Comstock  Lode — the  silver  source  that  resulted  in  the 
building  of  the  Carson  City  Mint — your  editor  recommends  that 
you  acquire  a  copy  of  Mark  Twain's  1 872  book,  Roughing  It,  the 
majority  of  the  text  of  which  consists  of  tales  of  the  Nevada 
silver  district.  As  space  permits,  we  may  reprint  one  or  two  of 
Twain’s  stories  in  a  future  Rare  Coin  Review.  Also,  don’t  miss  the 
chapter  about  Conrad  Wiegand,  owner  of  an  assay  office — and 
who  is  numismatically  remembered  for  the  gold  bullion  bars  he 
issued. 

1878- CC  AU-50.  Lustrous  silver  with  attractive 

iridescent  toning  at  the  rims . 475.00 


1879  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  gem  specimen 


of  this  low-mintage  date.  You  will  never  find  a 
nicer-appearing  specimen  at  this  grade  level. 

Add  it  to  your  collection  for  only . 1,850.00 

1881  VF-20.  Lightly  cleaned . 195.00 


1885  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example.  .365.00 

1886- S:  •  AU-50.  $275  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very 

scarce  in  this  grade.  An  important  item  for  the 
specialist.  In  MS-62  grade  the  1886-S  is  dozens 
of  times  rarer  than  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint 
dime . 1,095.00 

Rarity  is  always  appealing,  and  if  we  were  building  a  type  set, 
we  would  consider  buying  a  very  rare  1886-S  in  lieu  of  more 
common  pieces.  In  today’s  market  various  rarities  do  not  sell  for 
the  multiples  that  they  did  years  ago.  Investors  have  pushed  up 
the  price  of  the  common  dates.  The  rarities  have  been  less 
affected,  simply  because  there  are  so  few  around.  An  interest¬ 
ing  exercise  for  some  market-watcher  and  analyst  (Bob  Korver 
and  Maurice  Rosen  come  to  mind)  to  do  would  be  to  check  a 
copy  of  the  Guide  Book  from  about  1960,  and  note  the  multiples 
charged  for  certain  rarities  vs.  common  dates,  and  apply  these 
same  multiples  to  prices  today.  Rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated, 
Barber,  etc.,  series  will  emerge  as  unbelievable  bargains. 

1887:  •  AU-55.  $65  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces . 625.00 

1887- S:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Especially  brilliant 

surfaces;  one  of  the  nicest  in  existence  at  this 
grade  level.  $525  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant,  sparkling  beauty!  . 525.00 

1888  MS-63 . 250.00 

1889  MS-63.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  with  a  hint 

of  pale  golden  toning . 335.00 

1889- S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and 

frosty,  with  strong  claims  to  an  even  higher 
grade.  A  nice  representative  coin  from  a  mint¬ 
age  of  less  than  one  million  pieces . 495.00 

1890:  •  AU-55.  $69  •  MS-63 . 250.00 

1890- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty,  lustrous  surfaces . 975.00 

1891:  •  MS-63.  $265  •  MS-64.  Final  year  of 
Liberty  Seated  dime  coinage.  Deep  golden  ton¬ 
ing  on  lustrous  surfaces . 550.00 

Due  to  an  incredible  amount  of  exciting  coins  in 
our  inventory,  we  have  held  over  our  listing  of 
Barber  and  Mercury  dimes  until  our  next  issue.  In 
the  meantime,  we  would  be  delighted  to  send  you 
a  private  listing  upon  request. 


To  Order  Call  Toll-Free 

1-800-222-5993 


Twentv-Cent  Pieces 

- L _ 


1875-S:  •  EF-45.  $165  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $875  • 
$  Variety  (mintmark  appears  as  dollar  sign). 
MS-63  (PCGS)  $1,895  •  MS-63  (PCGS)  A 

beautiful  specimen . 1,895.00 

Quarter  Dollars 

_ Draped  Bust  Quarters 

1804  Browning-1.  VG- 10  Avery  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 
in  combination  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse. 
Low-mintage  issue . 1,350.00 


AU  1805  B-3  25c 


1805  B-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray 
surfaces.  Above  average  strike.  Another  of  our 
hundreds  of  new  purchases . 4,250.00 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries — and  always  has  been — since  we  be¬ 
gan  business  in  1953.  If  you  are  a  serious 
numismatist,  let  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
help  you  find  the  special  pieces  you’ve  been 
looking  for. 


Need  Your  Coins 


(or  Numismatic  Books) 
Delivered  Overnight? 


B 


owers  and  Merena  is  now 
offering  overnight  delivery 
of  coins  (or  ask  about  our 
book  rates)  as  a  special  service  for 
established  clients.  Simply  add  $10, 
and  we’ll  send  your  order  to  your 
street  address  via  overnight  deliv¬ 
ery!  (Sorry,  no  box  numbers.)  Please 
request  this  service  when  ordering. 
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1849-0  F-12.  An  attractive  specimen  of  one  of 
the  most  famous  issues  in  the  early  Liberty 
Seated  series.  Only  rarely  do  we  have  one  for 

sale . 895.00 

1850  VF-20 . 90.00 

1851-0:  •  F-12.  Steel  gray  surfaces.  $425  •  AU- 
50  Artificially  toned  an  attractive  gray  color. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed . 995.00 


1807  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Last  year  of  the 
design  type.  An  ideal  candidate  for  a  high- 
grade  collection  or  type  set . 2,450.00 


1818  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  an  outstanding 
specimen  for  the  discriminating  buyer — and  at 

a  reasonable  price! . 1,695.00 

1824/2:  •  B-l.  F-12.  $210  •  VF-30.  Attractive 
light  gray  toning.  Scarce  date . 850.00 


Remarkable  1828  25/50<t  Quarter 
One  of  the  finest  known 


1828  25/50C.  B-3.  MS-61  (ANACS 
Cache).  A  superb  specimen,  quite  possibly  the 
finest  we  have  ever  handled,  of  this  rare  issue. 
Unlike  its  cousin,  the  1822  struck  from  the 
same  error  reverse  die,  the  1828  25/50C  is 
exceedingly  rare  in  higher  grade  levels.  This 
coin  is  a  specialist’s  dream  come  true!  Lustrous 
and  attractive  with  light  toning . 12,850.00 

1831  Small  letters.  EF-40 . 250.00 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


1841-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  silver, 
with  some  toning  around  the  borders.  Probably 
from  a  small  group  of  early  Liberty  Seated  coins 
discovered  during  excavations  in  New  Orleans 


in  the  early  1980s . 1,395.00 

1  842-0  Large  Date  EF-45.  Very  scarce.  A  prize 

for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 495.00 

1849  AU-58  . 575.00 


Pleasing  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  25G 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  Only  year  of  the  design 
type  with  rays  on  the  reverse:  •  VF-35.  $85  • 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Especially  well-struck.  Ideal 
for  a  high-grade  type  set . 3,950.00 

1855  Arrows  at  Date:  •  AU-55.  $235  •  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces . 995.00 

1856  EF-40 . 90.00 

Rare  Uncirculated  1857-S  25<C 


1857- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with 

attractive  light  toning.  One  of  the  very  finest  we 
have  ever  handled  of  this  rare  issue.  A  splendid 
coin  that  will  be  one  of  the  prizes  in  even  the 
most  advanced  specialist’s  collection.  The  1857- 
S  is  seldom  seen  in  Uncirculated  grade,  and 
often  a  period  of  years  will  elapse  between  our 
having  one  in  stock . 3,950.00 

1858- 0  AU-58 . 625.00 

1861:  •  VF-20.  $275  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  ideal 

coin  for  a  type  set . 1,095.00 

1865-S  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache).  Just  41,000  pieces 

were  struck  this  year . 295.00 

1872  2-A.  VF-25 . 119.00 

1872-S  F-12.  Lightly  cleaned.  Satisfaction  guar¬ 
anteed,  as  always.  Another  of  our  many  new 
purchases  for  this  Rare  Coin  Review.  ...  675.00 


1873  Arrows  at  Date:  •  MS-62.  $1,295  •  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  with  attractive  light 

toning . 2,195.00 

1875-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  piece  with  attractive 
light  toning . 450.00 


1876:  •  AU-55.  $140  •  AU-58.  $150  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  dazzlingly  brilliant,  frosty  coin — 
ideal  for  a  type  set!  . 795.00 

Gem  1877-CC  Quarter 


1877-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
deeply  frosty,  superb  aesthetic  appeal.  Struck 
from  Comstock  Lode  silver  in  the  glory  days  of 
Nevada  mining . 3,195.00 


1877- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharp,  frosty  devices  and 

lustrous  surfaces  lightly  splashed  with  irides¬ 
cent  rose,  sky  blue,  and  gold  highlights.  Put  this 
beauty  in  your  type  set . 2,350.00 

1878- CC  MS-60.  Medium  golden  gray  toning 
over  sharply  struck  surfaces.  Scarce.  ...475.00 


1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  dazzling  gem 
with  superb  surfaces,  delicately  golden  toned — 
a  coin  which  is  finer  than  some  MS-65  coins 
we’ve  seen.  Only  13,600  business  strikes  were 
minted,  of  which  just  a  few  were  saved.  One  of 
the  finest  we’ve  ever  seen . 1,475.00 


1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem.  Year  in 
and  year  out,  the  low-mintage  quarter  dollars 
and  half  dollars  of  the  1880s  have  always  been 
in  demand.  In  the  Proof-64  category  this  is  one 

of  the  finest  seen . 1,695.00 

1 888  MS-6 1  (PCGS) .  A  brilliant,  sparkling  beauty! 
Very  low  business  strike  mintage  of  just  10,001 

pieces,  few  survive  in  Mint  State . 695.00 

1891-0  F-12.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  de¬ 
sign,  and  the  first  Liberty  Seated  quarter  to  be 
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struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  since  1860. 
Very  low  mintage  of  just  68,000  pieces.  Rare 

today . 225.00 

1891-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  struck,  brilliant 
and  very  frosty!  An  item  the  connoisseur  will 
appreciate;  many  MS-65  coins  don’t  look  this 
nice!  This  is  the  only  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
struck  at  San  Francisco  after  1878 . 825.00 

Barber  Quarters 


1892:  •  MS-64(PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
the  first  year  of  the  design.  $695  •  MS-65 
(NGC).  Dazzling,  brilliant  Uncirculated.  The 
reverse  would  probably  grade  MS-66!  A  de¬ 
lightful  specimen . 1,995.00 

1896:  •  MS-64.  This  coin  could  not  have  been 
any  more  frosty  or  brilliant  on  the  day  it  was 
made!  A  beauty!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  this 
piece  will  fill  the  bill  exactly.  $850  •  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant  cameo  gem  with  delicate 
golden  token.  An  aesthetic  treat  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,495.00 

1897  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  very  high  aesthetic  appeal — and, 
at  today’s  market  price,  an  almost  irresistible 
value! . 895.00 


1901-S  VG-8.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  nice  speci¬ 
men,  for  the  grade,  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series — one  of  the  most  famous  of  all 
20th-century  American  rarities . 2,650.00 


Dazzling  Gem  1901-S  Rarity 


1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  dazzling  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  issue  in  the  entire 
Barber  quarter  series.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all 
grades,  the  1901-S  emerges  as  an  outstanding 
rarity  in  MS-65.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece  of 
an  advanced  Barber  quarter  dollar  cabinet. 
Equal  to  one  we  saw  offered  at  the  $75,000 
level! . 39,500.00 


There  are  three  key  issues  in  the  Barber  quarter  series:  the 
1 896-S,  with  a  mintage  of  188,039  (the  extra  39  probably  being 
for  the  Assay  Commission) ,  the  1 90 1  -S ,  as  here  offered,  with  a 
production  of  72,664,  and  the  1913-S,  of  which  only  40,000 
were  made.  Today,  the  rarest  is  the  1901-S.  Apparently,  only  a 
few  were  ever  saved  in  Mint  State.  Those  in  existence  today 
probably  mostly  trace  their  origin  to  a  small  group  owned  at  one 
time  by  the  late  A.C.  Gies,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Rela¬ 
tively  few  Mint  State  coins  exist  of  the  1896-S  as  well.  The 
1913-S,  which  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  the  trio,  is  very  rare  in 
Mint  State  today,  but  is  not  as  rare  as  its  two  earlier  cousins,  as 
by  1913  there  was  a  wider  awareness  of  and  interest  in 
mintmark  varieties.  The  presently  offered  1901-S  would  be  a 
great  start  to  a  full  set  of  high-grade  Mint  State  Barber  quarters, 
a  set  which,  to  our  knowledge,  only  one  person  (a  West  Coast 
client)  has  ever  completed  in  this  condition. 


1904  MS-64  (NGC) . 650.00 

1909  AU-50 . 130.00 


1913-S  VF-20.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 
Lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  entire  Barber  quar¬ 
ter  series.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades. 
Today,  the  1913-S  in  this  condition  level  is 
second  only  to  the  1901-S  in  elusivity.  An 
excellent  value  for  only . 2,350.00 

Gem  Proof  1914  Quarter 
Only  380  minted! 


1914.  •  Proof-64  (NGC).  Abrilliant  cameo  gem. 
One  of  the  nicest  in  existence  in  this  grade. 
Incredibly  low  mintage  of  only  380  Proofs,  the 


Telephone 
Your  Order! 


See  something  of  interest?  Call  now 
toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it  to 
your  Visa,  MasterCard  or  Amex  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 


smallest  figure  for  over  half  a  century!  $1,950 
•  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with  gor¬ 
geous  lilac  toning . 3,495.00 

1915:  •  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  $165  •  MS-64.  A 
pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre.  Ideally  suited 
for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type  set.  $875  • 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  light 
golden  peripheral  toning.  $875  •  Proof-63  or 
finer.  Beautiful  light  lilac  toning.  One  of  only 
450  Proofs  struck,  the  lowest  mintage  since  the 
1850s!  You’ll  find  this  coin  to  be  an  exceptional 
buy  for  only . 995.00 

1915- D  AU-50  (PCGS) . 145.00 

1916- D  Barber:  •  MS-63  (PCGS)  $525  •  MS- 

64  (NGC) . 875.00 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


Superb  Gem  1916  Standing  Liberty  25<t 
MS-65  (PCGS) 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

With  a  total  mintage  of  just  52,000  pieces,  the 
1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  is  one  of 
the  rarest  of  all  20th-century  issues.  Eagerly 
sought  in  all  grades.  Iridescent  rainbows  at  the 
rims  surround  lustrous  golden  centers.  Aes¬ 
thetically  beautiful  and  numismatically  impor¬ 
tant . 14,995.00 

The  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  was  minted  in  low  num¬ 
bers,  and  at  the  time  relatively  few  went  into  numismatic 
channels.  The  design  created  wide  attention  and  was  highly 
acclaimed  in  the  pages  of  The  Numismatist  and  elsewhere,  but 
most  demand  was  satisfied  by  readily  available  specimens  of 
the  1917-dated  coin.  The  only  dealer  who  had  a  decent  stock 
of  1916  quarters  was  Henry  Chapman,  of  Philadelphia.  This 
was  in  an  era  in  which  collecting  by  date  and  mintmark 
varieties  had  not  yet  become  popular  on  a  widespread  basis 
(this  would  not  occur  until  the  1930s  and  the  advent  of  Wayte 
Raymond’s  “National"  coin  albums) .  Today,  in  very  high  grades, 
such  as  the  MS-65  here  offered,  the  1916  Standing  Liberty 
quarter  is  very  rare. 


1917  Type  I:  •  MS-64  Full  Head  (ANACS). 

Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  toning.  Very 
attractive.  $425  •  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  An 
irresistible  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  popular 
of  all  20th-century  “type”  coins.  Brilliant  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  Fresh  from  our  buying 
trip  to  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  First 

order  gets  it  for  only . 2,995.00 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-61  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  and 
frosty  quarter  dollar,  with  a  suggestion  of  light 
toning . 175.00 
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The  Collection 
Portfolio  Program 


Coin  Collecting 
for  Smart  People! 


The  easiest,  fastest, 
most  ingenious  way 
to  build  a  high-quality 
rare  coin  collection! 

You  don’t  need  to  be  Einstein  to 

receive  a  beautiful  rare  coin  in  the 
mail  every  month!  To  receive 
special  discounts  available  only  to 
members!  And  buy  where  the  dealers  buy! 

All  you  have  to  do  is  discover 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  one  of 
America’s  largest,  longest-established,  and 
most  respected  rare  coin  firms. 

If  you  are  interested  in  building  a 
superb  collection  of  scarce  and  rare  coins, 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  may  be 
just  the  thing  you’re  looking  for!  Over  the 
years,  thousands  of  collectors  have  found 
the  Collection  Portfolio  Program  to  be  the 
best  way  to  achieve  their  collecting  goals. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is 
the  longest-running  and  most  successful 
monthly  program  in  all  of  numismatics.  In 
fact,  in  addition  to  collectors,  we  have  been 
leading  suppliers  to  dealers,  museums,  and 
discriminating  buyers  who  want  the  finest 
quality  and  value. 

First  pick! 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your 
choice)  a  package  of  coins  will  arrive  in 
your  mailbox— coins  of  the  quality  and 
value  you  want  in  the  series  you  want.  You 
get  first  pick  of  superb  quality  coins  from 
our  extensive  inventory.  And,  each 
shipment  comes  with  a  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction.  Relatively 
speaking,  there's  no  better  deal  anywhere! 

You’ll  find  purchasing  coins  through 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  to  be  a 
very  smart,  easy,  and  enjoyable  way  to 


assemble  a  valuable  and  interesting 
collection.  By  means  of  a  convenient 
monthly  payment  (or  credit  card  charge) 
our  expert  numismatists  will  help  you  build 
a  fine  display  of  gold  coins,  commemora¬ 
tive  silver  pieces,  19th-century  United 
States  issues,  or  another  specialty  of  your 
choice  —  according  to  your  wishes. 

In  addition,  you  will  receive  confidential 
discount  offers  on  books,  supplies,  and 
other  items  just  for  being  a  member. 


Free  Gifts! 

Just  for  asking  for  information  about  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program,  we  will  send 
you  TWO  FREE  GIFTS,  a  numismatic 
reference  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers  AND 
our  next  Rare  Coin  Review!  (Offer  limited 
to  new  inquiries;  minimum  age  for 
members  is  18.) 

Call  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Gail 
Watson,  manager  of  the  Collection 
Portfolio  Program.  She  can  start  you  on  a 
program  immediately.  Or,  return  the  coupon 
below.  Either  way,  we  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you  soon. 

(Just  mention  that  your 
smart  friend  Albert 
recommended  us!) 


Dur//  C  A 

▼  /  *1  H 


□  IC  ^  •  Please  send  me  more  information  about  your  exciting 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  —  the  easiest  way  to  collect  superb  coins! 
And  please  send  me,  just  for  asking,  my  two  FREE  gifts! 


Name 


Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

til  Daytime  Phone: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro  NH  03894  ♦  In  NH:  (603)  569-5095 
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1918/7-S  F-12  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  the  single  rarest  variety  in  the  Standing 
Liberty  series . 1,675.00 

While  the  1918/7-S  quarter  is  rare  in  its  own  right,  the 
elusiveness  of  the  issue  is  accentuated  by  the  fact  that  the 
variety  was  little  noticed  by  collectors  until  the  1940s,  by  which 
time  most  had  long  since  disappeared. 

1919-S  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  Delicate 
golden  toning.  Key  issue . 575.00 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS) . 250.00 

1921  EF-45.  Attractive.  The  key  Philadelphia  date 

of  the  Type  II  design . 275.00 

1926-D.  Low-mintage,  popular  date:  •  MS-63 
(NGC).  $185  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  We  recently 
bought  a  small  group  of  these.  Buy  one,  a 
brilliant  coin  with  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning, 
for  only . 350.00 

1927  MS-62  FH  (NGC) . 210.00 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  for  a  trio  of  these  recently  purchased — a 
group  which  has  probably  been  together  since 
the  time  of  issue.  Buy  one  for  just . 350.00 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

Washington  Quarters 

1932-D  Key  low-mintage  issue:  •  EF-40.  $160  • 
AU-50 . 295.00 

1932-S  Key  low-mintage  issue.  We  recently  ac¬ 
quired  a  small  holding  of  these — fewer  than  a 
dozen  coins — put  away  in  the  1930s  by  a  New 
Jersey  collector.  While  they  last,  take  your  pick 
of  these  grades,  each  of  selected  quality:  •  MS- 
61.  $275  •  MS-62.  $350  •  MS-63.  $525  •  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  example.  $525  •  MS-64 
(PCGS) . 825.00 

Half  Dollars 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795  F-15.  Overton-110.  Flowing  Hair  style  by 
Robert  Scot,  the  first  design  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  Another  of  our  many  new  purchases  for 
this  Rare  Coin  Review . 1,350.00 


1795  0-1 19.  VF-35.  Beautiful  light  gray  toning. 

A  splendid  specimen . 2,795.00 

1801  VF-25.  0-101.  Light  gray  toning.  A  very 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  rare  date,  a  coin  you 
will  really  appreciate  once  you  see  it.  First 
telephone  call  gets  it  for  only . 925.00 

This  is  the  first  half  dollar  to  combine  the  Draped  Bust 
obverse  (first  used  in  the  half  dollar  series  with  the  1796  half, 


which  was  coined  in  1797)  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse. 
Adapted  from  the  Great  Seal,  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  made 
its  debut  on  American  coinage  on  the  1 796  quarter  eagle.  It  was 
not  adopted  into  other  series  until  later.  The  1795-dated  $5 
with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was  produced  circa  1798  using 
a  1795  obverse  that  was  on  hand  from  a  earlier  period. 

1803  VF-30.  Medium  gray  toning . 465.00 

_ Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars _ 

1805/4  0-102.  VF-20.  Attractive  light  silver 
surfaces.  Very  sharp  overdate.  One  of  the  most 
popular  issues  in  the  series.  It  seems  that  every 
time  we  have  one  or  two  in  stock,  we  get  orders 


for  three  or  four! . 995.00 

1806/5  0-102.  VF-20 . 365.00 

1806  6  over  inverted  6.  VG-7 . 215.00 

1806  Pointed  6.  0-109.  F-12 . 215.00 


1806  Pointed  6.  Stem  through  claw:  •  VF- 
20.  $285  •  0-120,  Rarity  3.  AU-55  (NGC). 

Lustrous  and  beautiful . 2,995.00 


Sparkling  Gem  1807  50<t 
Draped  Bust  Type 


1807  Draped  Bust.  0-110.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Deeply  and  sharply  struck,  with  full 
frost  and  lustre.  A  show-stopper!  This  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  half  dollars  we  have  ever 
seen  or  handled  of  this  design  type!  Twice  our 
price  could  probably  not  secure  one  this  choice. 
We  feel  certain  that  this  will  be  the  highlight  of 
your  early  Draped  Bust  obverse,  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse  set.  In  40  years  of  coin  dealing,  we  have 
not  had  a  finer  one! . 29,000.00 


_ Capped  Dust  Half  Dollars _ 

1807  Capped  Bust.  Small  Stars.  0-113.  VF-20. 
Reverse  edge  bump,  which  is  of  no  concern,  as 
your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed . 275.00 


1807  Capped  Bust.  50/20.  0-112:  •  EF-40 
(PCGS).  $575  •  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  piece  with 
beautiful  light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning.  A 
first-class  specimen  of  this  curious  die  cutting 
blunder . 2,395.00 

1831  0-103.  MS-63.  Another  of  our  many  new 

purchases  for  this  Rare  Coin  Review.  We  like 
these  a  lot.  Consider  putting  together  a  set 
containing  as  many  dates  of  Capped  Bust  halves 
as  you  can,  in  MS-60  through  MS-63  grades.  It 
will  be  quite  a  challenge.  When  you  have  it 
finished,  or  nearly  so,  and  if  you  want  to  sell  it, 
give  us  a  chance! . 1,495.00 

1832  Counterstamped  HOUCK’S  PANACEA, 

BALTIMORE.  Nice  VF,  with  bold  stamp.  An 
above  average  impression  of  this  popular  early 
issue . 575.00 

1833:  •  0-108.  AU-55.  $295  •  AU-58.  0-112.  Gray 
and  golden  toned  surfaces . 375.00 

1834:  •  0-116.  AU-50.  $275  •  0-117.  AU-55 
(NGC).  $295  •  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  O- 
108.  AU-55 . 295.00 

1836  Lettered  Edge.  AU-50 . 275.00 

Rare  1836  Reeded  Edge  50<C 
AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  Just  1,200  (estimated) 
were  made  of  this,  the  first  year  of  the  Capped 
Bust  style  with  reeded  edge.  AU-50  (ANACS 
Cache).  With  abundant  Proof  surface  visible; 


Likes  the  Quality  of  Our  Silver  Dollars 


The  following  letter  is  from  M.K.,  an  Ohio 
client: 

“Thank  you  very  much  for  the  shipment  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars.  They  are  the  best  I  have 
ever  seen  in  the  coin  industry,  and  I  have  ordered 
from  just  about  everywhere.  You  might  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  knowing  that  those  who  advertise  bar¬ 
gains  sell  coins  of  a  quality  that  Bowers  and 
Merena  wouldn’t  let  through  the  door.  It’s  amaz¬ 


ing  what’s  out  there  and  is  called  ‘choice’  gem. 
Your  quality  is  different — everything  I  expected 
and  more.  At  first  I  thought  your  prices  were 
higher,  but  now  that  I  have  seen  the  quality  you 
deliver,  I  know  that  they  are  right  on  target.  1  am 
going  to  count  on  you  for  getting  every  one  of  the 
remaining  Morgan  dollars  I  need,  and  when  I  am 
finished  I  am  going  to  go  into  Peace  dollars  and, 
after  that,  possibly  trade  dollars.” 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  91 


Page  13 


Numismatist'  redsidF. 

COMPANION 


$40  Special  #0 


Just  $40  for  these  coins  PLUS 
a  book,  to  help  us  celebrate  our 
40th  anniversary! 

MERCURY  DIMES!  1944-S  wartime  issue.  MS-64,  a 

brilliant,  sparkling  gem,  PLUS  a  1945-S  wartime 

issue.  MS-64,  a  brilliant,  sparkling  ^  D£  ^ 

gem!  PLUS  a  copy  of  the  best- 

selling  book,  The  u.  ** 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Com- 

panion.  A  great  value!  ^ 

(Sony,  this  book  offer  cannot  be  combined  with  our  standard  book  discounts!)  ^  ~l  \t  ^ 


MONEY-SAVING  OFFER  O 


probably  struck  as  a  Proof  A  classic  by  any  trace  of  golden  toning.  A  nice  example  of  this 


standard  and  especially  attractive.  ...4,950.00  early  Liberty  Seated  issue . 1,150.00 

1848-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  Rather  scarce  in  this  grade . 1,095.00 


Dazzling  Gem  1839  Drapery  504 


1839  Liberty  Seated,  with  drapery  at 
elbow.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty, 
dazzling  gem.  One  of  the  very  finest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled  of  this,  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  type.  Ideal  for  the  connoisseur 
building  an  advanced  collection  either  by  date 
and  mintmark  or  by  design  type . 7,950.00 


1855-0  Arrows:  •  AU-50.  $265  •  MS-63.  Gor¬ 
geous  medium  gunmetal-blue  and  iridscent 
toning.  $2,150  •  MS-63.  A  lustrous  and  very 
attractive  specimen  of  this  important  design 
type.  The  New  Orleans  issue  of  1855  is  seen 

infrequently  in  this  high  grade . 2,150.00 

1855-S  VG-10.  The  first  San  Francisco  Mint  half 
dollar,  and  one  of  the  rarest  issues  in  theliberty 
Seated  series.  Attractive  medium  gray  surfaces. 
Most  of  LIBERTY  is  visible  on  the  shield.  An¬ 
other  of  our  many  new  purchases  for  this  Rare 

Coin  Review . 595.00 

1857-S  Scarce  in  any  grade.  VG-8 . 65.00 

1858  MS-62.  Attractive  lilac  surfaces.  ...825.00 

1859-0  AU-55 . 210.00 

1863-S  AU-50 . 275.00 

1866-S  No  Motto.  Rare.  F-15 . 195.00 

1868  VF-20 . 140.00 

1871- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 

men  of  an  issue  which  is  rarely  seen  in  any 
grade.  A  prize  half  dollar  for  the  Liberty  Seated 
specialist . 1,100.00 

1872- CC  EF-45.  Scarce  in  all  grades.  Pre-1873 

Carson  City  coinage  is  exceedingly  elusive  in 
the  series.  Telephone  to  order . 695.00 

1872-S  EF-40 . 235.00 

Choice  1873  With  Arrows  504 


1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  and 
gray  toning  over  lustrous  surface.  First  design 
type  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series . 2,675.00 


1840  Medium  Letters.  Breen-4747.  EF-45. 

A  very  sharp  specimen.  Light  silver  fields  with 

a  hint  of  attractive  toning . 675.00 

1842  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 


1849  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An 
especially  deep  strike.  One  of  the  finest  to  come 
on  the  market  in  recent  years,  this  coin  is  ideal 
for  the  type  set  collector  or  the  Liberty  Seated 

specialist . 2,450.00 

1852:  •  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with 
some  light  golden  toning,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  $895  •  AU-55.  Avery  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  date.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces 
with  very  light  toning;  a  coin  with  a  generous 


measure  of  aesthetic  appeal . 1,095.00 

1 853  Arrows  at  Date,  rays  on  the  reverse.  Attractive. 
VF-35 . 135.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  with  some  light  golden  toning.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  this  two-year  type.  Still  an¬ 
other  of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  in  this 
Rare  Coin  Review  issue  . 2,395.00 


1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  Bright  silvery  fields  with 
an  occasional  touch  of  light  toning.  Beautiful 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint;  a  hand-selected 
piece  that  quality-wise  is  in  the  top  10%  among 
its  peers  at  this  grade  level.  If  you  want  one  of 
the  finest  extant  at  this  grade  level,  this  coin  is 
for  you!  . $3,450.00 

Gem  1873  Arrows  504 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  daz¬ 
zling  gem  coin — one  of  the  prizes  from  our 
recent  buying  trip.  This  is  the  nicest  specimen 
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Q 


I  have  a  copy  of  your  The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage  book  you 
did  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  have  found  it  magnifi¬ 
cent.  In  fact,  I  have  given  away  several 
copies  as  gifts  over  the  years — to  interest 
my  friends  in  coin  collecting.  I  wonder  if 
you  could  recommend  a  couple  of  other 
books  that  would  be  good  basic  sources  of 
information — not  having  to  do  with  any 
particular  series  but  with  American  nu¬ 
mismatics  in  general.  Let  me  know  your 
thoughts. — D.T.F. 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


I  Although  we  have  never  met  or 
spoken,  I  believe  that  we  share  a 
great  enthusiasm  for  American 
I  history  and,  of  course,  numismat¬ 
ics.  I  have  enjoyed  many  of  your  books, 
and  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  new  book 
on  silver  dollars  when  it  is  published.  I 
also  highly  enjoy  each  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  and  do  not  put  it  down  until 
each  listing  is  studied.  Your  firm  has  set 
the  standard  in  prestige,  honesty,  and  his¬ 
torical  appreciation  of  rare  coins. 

I  believe  the  following  story  is  a  com¬ 
mon  one,  yet  it  bears  telling.  As  a  young¬ 
ster  growing  up  in  California,  I  used  to 
make  frequent  trips  to  the  local  coin  store, 
marveled  at  the  pieces  that  I  could  not 
afford,  and  leave  with  a  few  worn  Buffalo 
nickels  and  a  Franklin  half  dollar  or  two.  A 
year  or  so  ago  I  found  myself  interested  in 
coins  once  again  and  started  to  collect 
various  pieces.  Now,  I  find  that  local  coin 
dealers  want  to  take  advantage  of  me  by 
either  overgrading  or  overcharging.  Noth¬ 
ing  in  life  is  a  better  lesson  than  a  bad 
experience.  My  collecting  spirit  was  dam¬ 
aged.  I  thought  about  giving  the  whole 
thing  up.  The  local  dealers  have  not  seen 
me  since,  and  have  lost  my  business  for¬ 
ever.  This  is  not  meant  to  be  a  critique  of 
unethical  dealers,  but  more  an  expression 
of  the  dilemma  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to 
help  me  with.  I  would  like  to  keep  collect¬ 
ing,  yet  I  can’t  find  the  types  of  the  coins  I 
want — either  at  coin  shows  or  on  the  tele¬ 
phone  with  dealers.  I  would  like  to  pursue 
a  relationship  with  your  business,  on  a 
trial  basis,  and  which  I  can  inspect  quality 
coins  on  a  monthly  basis.  I  believe  you  call 
it  your  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  I  an¬ 
ticipate  about  spending  $500  to  $1,000 
per  month,  but  I’d  like  to  do  this  on  an 
approval  basis.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
chance  to  inspect  several  coins  and  be 
invoiced  only  for  the  ones  I  keep.  Some¬ 
times  I  don’t  know  whether  I  will  like  a 
design  of  a  coin  or  its  appearance  until  I 
actually  hold  it  in  my  hand.  Can  you  work 
out  something  like  that?  I  like  Liberty 


Seated  coins,  PCGS  or  NGC  graded,  I  would 
like  a  nice  Proof  trade  dollar,  and  I  am 
keenly  interested  in  double  eagles  of  the 
Liberty  Head  type,  preferably  those  dated 
before  1900,  in  MS-60  to  MS-63  grade,  but 
I  can  also  accept  AU-55  coins  for  ones  that 
are  not  readily  available  in  Mint  State.  I 
also  would  like  to  get  one  high  grade 
example  of  each  of  the  pieces  that  go  in 
your  Kingswood  holder  #KW-5.  At  this 
point  I  am  interested  only  in  PCGS  or  NGC 
certified  coins.  —  J.P.,  Jr. 

We  would  be  delighted  to  have  you  ac¬ 
quire  coins  from  us  as  part  of  our  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program  and  to  send  them 
to  you  on  open  account  against  the  credit 
references  you  sent  along  with  your  letter.  With 
regard  to  certified  coins,  these  certainly  will  re¬ 
move  one  element  of  doubt  from  the  problems 
you’ve  had  in  the  past.  However,  it  has  been  my 
experience  that  some  PCGS  and  NGC  coins  are  apt 
to  vary  in  quality,  and  the  same  piece  marked  “MS- 
63”  can  be  average,  very  nice,  or  a  real  dog.  As  was 
recently  stated  in  the  Rosen  Numismatic  Advisory, 
the  grading  services  made  a  big  mistake  when  they 
slabbed  dull,  dark  coins.  This  is  one  reason  why 
published  “bid”  prices  typically  do  not  represent  a 
choice  specimen  (except  for  certain  series  such  as 
modern  Proofs  and  the  like  which  nearly  always  are 
found  in  nice  condition).  When  we  buy  pieces  for 
our  stock  we  often  have  to  look  through  many  to 
find  the  single  piece  that  is  just  right. 

Separately  I  am  sending  information  concern¬ 
ing  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  Anything  you 
would  like  to  see,  Gail  Watson  and  Ken  Spatola  can 
send  out  to  you.  In  general,  the  buying  is  done  by 
Mark  Borckardt,  Ray  Merena,  and  me,  while  Ken 
Spatola  and  Gail  Watson  do  the  selling.  I  am  always 
on  hand  and  would  be  happy  to  talk  with  you  or 
correspond  if  you  have  any  further  questions  or  if 
I  can  help  in  any  other  way. 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  general  or  specific  aspects 
of  United  States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will  do  his  best  to 
answer  them  in  this  column. 


These  titles  are  excellent,  and  I  recom¬ 
mend  them  highly:  U.S.  Mint  and  Coin¬ 
age,  by  Don  Taxay;  Penny  Whimsy,  by  Dr. 
William  H.  Sheldon,  with  revisions  by 
Dorothy  I.  Paschal  and  Walter  H.  Breen;  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins.  Each  of  these  volumes  is  very  “meaty.”  The 
Penny  Whimsy  book,  admittedly,  is  on  a  specific 
subject,  the  large  cents  of  1793-1814,  but  the  first 
few  chapters  have  some  excellent  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  early  Mint  and  numismatics  in  general. 
It  provides  a  good  rationale  for  coin  collecting  and 
the  joys  it  provides.  Beyond  these  suggestions,  you 
might  want  to  check  our  listing  of  books  for  sale  in 
this  issue,  with  the  thought  that  if  there  are  any 
titles  you  see  that  look  appealing,  you  can  order 
them  at  no  risk — any  can  be  returned  within  30 

days  for  full  refund,  no  explanation  needed. 

*  *  * 


"I  I  am  a  beginning  collector  of  Con¬ 
necticut  coppers,  and  I  have  a  few 
questions  I  am  hoping  you  can 

I _ I  answer.  First,  can  you  tell  me  more 

about  Ted  Craige?  His  name  keeps  coming 
up  in  connection  with  the  series,  and  I 
have  seen  some  Connecticut  coppers  with 
pedigree  of  Craige-Bowers-EAC  75.  I  am 
wondering  if  the  Connecticut  coppers  in 
the  1975  EAC  sale  were  yours?  Also,  I  was 
hoping  that  you  could  suggest  any  books 
or  auction  catalogues  that  contain  infor¬ 
mation  on  Connecticuts.  I  have  the  “EAC 
75  ”  catalogue  and  your  sale  of  the  Frederick 
Taylor  Collection,  and  many  other  modern 
auction  catalogues,  so  what  I  need  are  the 
auction  catalogues  from  before  1970. 
Where  did  you  obtain  your  Connecticut 
coppers? 

At  the  present  time,  I  am  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  history  of  Connecticut  coppers 
and  who  collected  them,  rather  than  actu¬ 
ally  owning  the  coins  themselves.  I  have 
other  questions,  such  as  who  is  or  was 
W.P.  Keller?  What  about  Norman  Bryant? 
Also,  what  about  the  Yale  University  Col¬ 
lection?  How  about  the  Connecticut  State 
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Library  Museum  Collection  or  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society  Collection?  I  don’t 
expect  you  to  have  time  to  answer  all  of 
these  questions,  and  if  you  could  get  me 
started  with  some  answers  1  would  appre¬ 
ciate  it. 

1  am  a  member  of  the  Early  American 
Coppers  club  and  1  receive  The  Colonial 
Newsletter.  If  there  is  anything  else  that 
you  can  think  of  that  would  help  me  be¬ 
yond  this,  let  me  know.  Thank  you  for  your 
help.  — K.P. 


I  developed  an  interest  in  1785-1788 
Connecticut  coppers  in  the  1950s,  when 
I,  too,  became  interested  in  their  history 
and  background.  My  first  book  acquired 
on  the  subject  was  the  Miller-Ryder  State  Coinage 
of  New  England,  of  which  I  presume  you  have  a 
copy.  (If  not,  a  copy  can  be  borrowed  from  the  ANA 
Library,  or  they  can  furnish  you  with  a  Xerox  copy 
of  it — it  is  a  short  catalogue  and  a  Xerox  copy  would 
do  fine).  Soon  thereafter  I  discovered  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America,  or  perhaps  it  was 
the  other  way  around.  Anyway,  after  reading  about 
Connecticuts  in  these  two  books,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  these,  indeed,  would  be  fascinating 
coins  to  own,  and  especially  since  the  typical  worn 
piece  was  apt  to  cost  somewhere  in  the  $5  to  $10 
range. 

A  problem  developed  in  that  very  few  dealers 
stocked  Connecticuts,  and  they  were  not  easy  to 
buy.  They  simply  do  not  have  sufficient  value  to 
attract  the  attention  of  most  professionals,  and  if 
they  had  been  worthy  of  attention,  most  would  not 
have  wanted  to  have  taken  the  time  to  attribute 
them  under  a  magnifying  glass.  As  you  probably 
know  by  now,  the  attribution  of  certain  Connecti¬ 
cut  coppers,  particularly  those  with  the  Miller-33 
obverse  and  the  Z  reverse,  can  be  extremely  frus¬ 
trating  and  often  inconclusive,  particularly  if  the 
specimen  at  hand  is  well  worn. 

I  remember  that  Art  Kagin,  then  trading  as  the 
Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  shipped  me  all  of  the 
Connecticut  coppers  he  had  accumulated  for  a  long 
time — all  in  paper  envelopes  marked  with  prices  of 
just  a  few  dollars  each — $5  was  typical.  I  visited 
Stack’s  in  New  York  City,  and  Morton  Stack  gave 
me  “rummaging  privileges”  in  the  firm’s  stock  of 
Connecticut  coppers,  which  had  been  relegated  to 
a  wooden  drawer  and  consisted  of  many  dozens  of 
coins  in  old  paper  envelopes — some  attributed, 
some  not,  some  from  long  forgotten  auction  sales, 
others  bearing  a  few  authoritative  descriptions  (it 
seems  that  Walter  Breen  had  once  visited  there  and 
had  made  penciled  notations  on  some  of  the  enve¬ 
lopes),  and  so  on.  They  were  all  too  happy  to  have 
me  buy  all  I  wanted — for,  again,  the  coins  had  little 
value  and  were  a  nuisance  to  sell.  Over  a  period  of 
years  I  acquired  other  coins  here  and  there,  includ¬ 
ing  Ted  Craige’s  collection  en  bloc,  so  that  by  the 
1970s  I  had  what  was  probably  one  of  the  nicest 
cabinets  anywhere.  My  interest  turned  to  other 
things,  and  one  day  Herbert  Melnick,  I  believe  it 
was,  contacted  me  from  First  Coinvestors,  then 
located  in  Alberton,  Long  Island,  and  said  he  wanted 
to  acquire  the  collection.  Arrangements  were  made, 
and  it  was  transferred  to  that  firm’s  ownership. 
They  subsequently  broke  it  up  and  sold  it  at  auc¬ 
tion. 


Ted  Craige,  now  deceased,  lived  on  Long  Island 
and  had  the  good  fortune  of  meeting  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.  early  in  the  coin  game.  His  attention  turned 
from  Lincoln  cents  and  such  other  series  to  esoterica, 
and  before  long,  encouraged  also  by  the  late  Rich¬ 
ard  Picker,  he  developed  a  fascination  for  the 
copper  state  coinages  of  the  1780s,  particularly  of 
the  states  of  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey,  although 
he  may  have  had  Vermont  and  Massachusetts 
pieces  as  well.  Ted  was  a  careful  buyer  who 
considered  each  purchase  at  length  before  making 
a  decision,  but  who  never  hesitated  to  write  out  a 
check  if  in  his  estimation  a  coin  of  that  quality 
would  not  come  his  way  for  a  long  time.  Often  a 
“quality”  Connecticut  cent  meant  one  that  was  in 
Good  or  Very  Good  grade,  as  you  know. 

Norman  Bryant  lived  in  Connecticut  and  was 
very  interested  in  state  coppers  as  well.  I  purchased 
a  number  of  coins  from  him  and  today  have  his 
notebooks  on  the  subject  of  copper  coins  of  Ver¬ 
mont — which  were  very  meticulously  kept.  W. 
Philip  Keller  was  an  active  participant  in  colonial 
coin  research  a  few  decades  ago,  but  I  have  not 
heard  from  him  in  recent  years.  I  cannot  report 
further.  I  know  nothing  about  the  Yale  University 
Collection  of  copper  coins  and  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  stolen  in  the  burglary  in  the  early  1960s,  or 
was  otherwise  dispersed,  or  whether  it  still  exists. 
Your  question  is  best  directed  to  Yale.  I  did  visit  the 
Connecticut  State  Library  a  number  of  years  ago 
and  looked  through  their  Connecticut  copper  coins, 
but  even  though  the  library  is  located  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  their  representation  is  mostly  of  common, 
worn  specimens.  The  cabinet  is  that  formed  by 
Joseph  C.  Mitchelson,  for  whom  colonial  and  state 
coins  were  not  a  primary  interest.  The  American 
Numismatic  Society  has  a  very  nice  selection  of 
Connecticut  coppers  from  various  sources  and  prob¬ 
ably  could  make  arrangements  for  you  to  view  it  if 
your  travels  take  you  to  New  York  City. 

Good  luck  with  your  speciality! 

•k  k  ★ 


Q 


I  am  enclosing  my  check  for  your 
Rare  Coin  Review.  I  look  forward 
to  receiving  future  copies.  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  Rare  Coin  Review  in 
1986  and  1987,  but  I  have  been  out  of  coins 
since  then. 

Can  you  let  me  know  what  you  think  of 
Franklin  half  dollars.  Do  you  think  a  per¬ 
son  should  buy  them  in  MS-65,  MS-66,  or 
MS-67?  Where  can  I  get  a  list  of  pieces 
certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  and  in  what 
grades?  I  would  appreciate  information 
you  could  give  me.  Out  here  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  dealers  I  have  contacted  try  to 
sell  me  things  and  don’t  want  to  give  me 
any  advice,  unless  it  has  to  do  with  what 
they  are  selling  at  the  moment. — P.M.D. 


I  would  recommend  MS-65,  for  at  present 
such  grades  as  MS-66  and  MS-67  prima¬ 
rily  appeal  to  investors,  not  to  collectors. 
Always,  buy  items  that  have  collector  ap¬ 
peal.  Study  market  trends  before  investing,  and 
buy  just  one  of  each  date  and  mintmark.  Once  you 
have  finished  your  collection  of  Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lars,  go  on  to  another  series  to  diversify  your 
investment  (rather  than  accumulating  quantities 
of  a  particular  Franklin  half  dollar  date). 


Copies  of  population  reports  can  be  obtained 
from  contacting  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 
at  PO  Box  9458,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92658  and 
Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  at  PO  Box  1 776, 

Parsippany,  NJ  07054.  A  fee  is  charged  for  each. 

*  *  * 


Q 


From  time  to  time  your  firm  has 
had  listings  of  common  Barber 
quarter  dollars,  fully  struck,  in 
grades  of  AU-55  and  AU-58.  How¬ 
ever,  recent  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
have  not  included  these.  In  fact,  there 
seems  to  be  a  drastic  decrease  of  common 
“type”  coins  listed  in  AU  grade.  Is  the 
reason  for  this  due  to  such  descriptions 
being  left  out?  Or  are  these  coins  harder  to 
locate,  or  is  there  some  other  explanation? 

I  am  currently  reading  A  Buyer’s  Guide 
to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  and  I  am  really 
enjoying  it.  I  have  read  almost  every  book 
written  by  you  and  have  enjoyed  them  all. 
You  are  an  exceptional  writer!  Anyway, 
while  reading  this  book  another  question 
came  across  my  mind  that  you  may  not 
want  to  address.  Are  overgraded  slabbed 
coins  purchased  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
sold  as  the  grade  shown  on  the  slab  or  the 
grade  your  firm  considers  it  to  be?  It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  your  policy  on  this 
matter.  I  am  looking  forward  to  having 
your  firm  help  me  complete  my  EF  type  set 
in  the  very  near  future.  I  have  a  long  way 
to  go  to  finish  it,  but  I  know  you  can  locate 
my  needed  coins. — R.W. 


We  have  found  that  properly  graded  AU 
Barber  quarters  at  reasonable  prices  are 
difficult  to  locate.  Perhaps  some  Rare 
Coin  Review  reader  has  a  dozen  or  two 
and  would  like  to  send  them  to  us.  We  will  gladly 
pay  over  current  “bid”  prices  for  select  pieces. 

Thank  you  for  the  nice  compliments.  I  really 
enjoy  writing.  Otherwise,  I  probably  wouldn’t  put 
my  heart  in  it  as  I  do. 

When  we  buy  coins  one  at  a  time  we  do  not 
acquire  overgraded  slabbed  coins.  We  cherrypick 
slabbed  coins,  often  bypassing  as  many  as  a  dozen 
or  more  to  find  one  that  is  just  right  for  our 
requirements.  However,  sometimes  in  the  course 
of  acquiring  collections  intact  we  do  indeed  ac¬ 
quire  unattractive  slabbed  coins,  or  ones  that  we 
consider  to  be  improperly  graded.  We  typically 
wholesale  these  to  dealers  who  are  happy  to  buy 
them  in  bulk  lots.  When  we  offer  a  slabbed  coin  for 
sale  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  it  is  one  that  has  passed 
our  requirements.  Every  once  in  a  while  we  are 
tempted  to  stock  a  number  of  overgraded  and 
unsatisfactory  slabbed  coins  and  offer  them  for  sale 
at  bargain  prices,  described  as  such — for  there  are 
some  collectors  out  there  who  buy  price,  not  qual¬ 
ity.  However,  life  is  too  short  to  do  everything,  so 
I  doubt  if  we’ll  do  this  in  the  future. 
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Gem  Proof  1906  50d 


we  have  had  in  years.  Add  this  to  your  type  set 


as  a  centerpiece . 5,800.00 

1873-CC  Arrows  at  Date.  Rare.  G-5 . 99.00 


Gem  1874  Arrows  50<t 


1874  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  frosty!  All  you  could  ask  for  in  a  gem 
half  dollar  of  this  era — and  more.  One  of  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  seen  and  handled.  Another 
prize  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  ...5,600.00 


1875- S  AU-55 . 195.00 

1876- S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 435.00 


1879:  •  MS-63.  A  sharply  struck,  frosty  gem  with 
some  prooflike  surface.  Beautiful  and  rare,  and 
with  a  low  mintage  besides!  What  else  could 
you  ask  for?  A  low  price?  It  has  that,  too! 
Another  of  our  many  new  purchases  for  this 
Rare  Coin  Review . 995.00 

1886  VF-8.  Very  low  business  strike  mintage  of 
only  5,000  coins . 395.00 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

1892  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
light  toning.  A  nice  specimen  of  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  Barber  design . 495.00 

1892- 0  Low-mintage  issue;  one  of  the  key  variet¬ 

ies  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series:  •  AU-58 
with  most  original  mint  lustre  still  remaining. 
Very  scarce  in  this  grade.  $675  •  MS-60 
(ANACS  Cache).  An  especially  nice  specimen 
at  this  grade  level . 995.00 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 375.00 

1894- 0  EF-45 . 295.00 

1896  Proof-63.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade.  Very  attractive  surfaces;  brilliant  with 
just  a  nuance  of  attractive  toning.  Just  pur¬ 
chased  as  we  go  to  press . 1,095.00 

1899-S  AU-50 . 365.00 

1900  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 350.00 

1901  Proof-62.  First  year  of  the  20th  century. 

Brilliant  mirror  surfaces  with  a  light  golden 
toning  halo  around  the  rim.  Aesthetically,  this 
is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  anywhere 
near  this  grade  level!  See  it  and  you’ll  like  it — 
which  reminds  us  to  say  that  any  item  in  this 
Rare  Coin  Review  can  be  ordered  on  approval 
for  inspection  if  you  are  an  established  client  or 
furnish  satisfactory  references . 795.00 

1902:  •  AU-58.  $350  •  Proof-62.  Brilliant  mirror 
surfaces  with  delicate  peripheral  toning.  A 
beauty,  and  rare  too!  . 795.00 

1905  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 
over  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lower  mintage  dates  in 
the  Barber  half  dollar  series.  You  will  really 


enjoy  owning  this  one! . 1,450.00 

1906  AU-50 . 315.00 


1906  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  Proof 
with  gorgeous  light  iridescent  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces.  Not  one  in  10  Proof-65  Barber 
halves  is  this  nice!  Another  of  our  hundreds  of 


purchases  from  our  recent  trip . 3,750.00 

1906-D  AU-50 . 325.00 


1908:  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Fully  brilliant 
and  nicely  frosted.  $895  •  Proof-62.  Rare  with 
Proof  finish.  Delicate,  beautiful  gold  toning 
over  mirror  surfaces.  This  one  is  an  excellent 

value  for  only . 795.00 

1910  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  desired  dates  in  the 
Barber  half  dollar  series.  Mirror  surfaces  with 
attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  our 
“finds”  on  our  recent  buying  trip.  An  excellent 


value  for  only . 2,375.00 

1913-D  VF-30 . 119.00 


1914:  •  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Seldom  seen  in 
this  grade.  Attractive  lightly  toned  lustrous 
surfaces.  The  lowest  mintage  of  all  business 
strike  Barber  half  dollars.  Grade-for-grade,  this 
is  rarer  than  an  1893-S  Morgan  dollar!  $975  • 
Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  lilac  toning 
over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  truly  out¬ 
standing  value,  in  our  opinion .  2,350.00 


Gem  Proof  1914  Half  Dollar 
Lowest  mintage  in  the  series 


1914  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Asplendid  speci¬ 
men  of  the  lowest  mintage  Proof  in  the  series. 
Just  380  were  minted.  Very  few  survive  in  this 
high  grade.  A  rare  and  very  desirable  prize  for 
the  advanced  specialist,  the  key  to  a  collection 


of  Proof  Barber  half  dollars . 4,750.00 

1914-S  VF-35  (NGC) . 155.00 


“1886  Cent  Was  Terrific" 

The  following  is  from  D.T.: 

“Enclosed  are  two  checks.  The  first  is  for  the 
1886  Indian  cent  which  you  shipped  to  me.  It 
was  terrific!  Thank  you!  The  other  check  is  for 
A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  be  terrific  also.” 


Gem  Proof  1915  Half  Dollar 
Proof-65  (PCGS) 


1915  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  rarest  and  most  desired  issues 
in  the  series.  Stunningly  beautiful  light  irides¬ 
cent  and  lilac  toning.  If  you  want  one  of  the  very 
finest  in  existence,  and  for  a  price  you  will  find 
to  be  very  reasonable,  your  search  ends  here. 
Another  prize  purchase  from  our  recent  buying 
trip . 4,950.00 


1915  MS-62.  Low-mintage  issue.  Exceedingly 

rare  in  Mint  State;  in  fact,  even  rarer  than  Proof 
(and  Proofs  are  rare).  A  prize  item  for  the 
specialist . 1,275.00 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  1916  Adolph  A.  Weinman’s  beautiful  Liberty 
Walking  motif  replaced  the  Barber  design.  The  new 
half  dollar  was  highly  acclaimed  by  the  public  and 
numismatists  alike.  Ever  since  then  it  has  been  high 
on  the  popularity  parade  with  collectors.  We  have 
endeavored  to  maintain  a  high-quality  stock  of 
Liberty  Walking  halves,  including  a  very  compre¬ 
hensive  inventory  of  the  later  dates.  Use  this  offer¬ 
ing  to  add  to  your  collection  or  to  start  one !  You  will 
like  our  selected  quality  and  reasonable  prices. 

Of  course,  we  are  always  interested  in  buying 
quality  sets  and  collections  of  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars.  When  time  comes  to  sell,  think  of  us. 

1916  First  year  of  the  Liberty  Walking  design:  • 

AU-50.  $210  •  AU-55.  $230  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Very  brilliant  and  lustrous . 525.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mintmark  on  obverse, 
as  with  all  this  year.  Especially  sharply  struck 

and  lustrous.  First  order  owns  it  at . 725.00 

1916-S  Mintmark  on  obverse,  as  are  all  this  year: 
•  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $850  •  MS-62  (NGC). 
$995  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
frosty.  A  great  value  at  our  price;  this  coin  is 
nicer  than  an  MS-63  coin  we  saw  recently! 
Quality! . 995.00 
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A  Profile  of 
Ray  Merena 

From  engineer  to  numismatist 

By  Al  Doyle 


The  following  article,  lightly  edited,  appeared  in 
the  September  15,  1992  issue  o/Numismatic  News, 
and  is  reprinted  with  permission. 

hen  collectors  think  of  Bowers  and 
Merena,  the  name  Q.  David  Bowers 
immediately  comes  to  mind. 

A  coin  dealer  and  prolific  numis¬ 
matic  author  since  1953,  Bowers  is  one  of  the  most 
recognizable  names  in  the  coin  business. 

What  about  Ray  Merena,  the  other  half  of  the 
Wolfeboro,  N.H.  firm? 

Although  Ray  Merena  is  not  as  well  known  as 
his  famous  partner,  he  has  been  in  the  coin  business 
continually  since  1962.  “My  background  is  engi¬ 
neering,”  he  said.  “I  was  working  with  the  New 
York  State  Electric  and  Gas  Co.” 

Merena  became  acquainted  with  James  Ruddy, 
one  of  the  more  successful  coin  dealers  in  the  early 
1960s.  “We  met  in  the  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  area, 
which  is  my  home  town,”  Merena  said.  “Jim  owned 
Empire  Coin  Co.,  and  we  were  introduced  by  a 
mutual  friend.  Dave  was  operating  Bowers  Coin 
Co.  in  Binghamton  at  the  time,  and  he  knew  Jim. 
One  thing  led  to  another.” 

Jim  Ruddy  offered  Merena  a  job  as  his  firm’s 
office  manager,  and  the  timing  was  perfect. 

“I  was  becoming  bored  with  engineering,”  he 
said.  “It  didn’t  offer  the  type  of  opportunity  I  was 
looking  for.  The  coin  business  was  exciting  and 
interesting.  I  looked  forward  to  coming  into  work 
every  day.  Jim  and  Dave  were  aggressive  and  hard¬ 
working.  I  didn’t  look  at  it  as  an  interim  situation, 
but  as  something  with  long-term  potential.” 

Immersed  in  coins 

Even  though  Merena  had  a  limited  knowledge 
of  numismatics,  he  soon  was  immersed  in  coins 
and  related  topics.  “I  got  involved  with  numismat¬ 
ics  because  it  was  all  around  me,”  he  recalls.  “I 
became  very  interested  in  it.” 

Bowers,  Ruddy,  and  Merena  joined  forces  for 
several  years  before  merging  with  Paramount  In¬ 
ternational  Coin  Co.  in  1966. 

By  this  time,  Merena  had  seen  the  cyclical 
nature  of  the  coin  business  first-hand,  and  he 
developed  a  philosophy  that  guides  him  to  this  day. 

“Collector  coins  always  sell  regardless  of  what 
the  market  is  doing,”  he  said.  “That  is  the  current 


situation,  and  it’s  nothing  new.  I  remember  that 
years  ago  our  survival  after  the  crash  in  the  ‘60s 
came  from  low  overhead  and  by  catering  to  collec¬ 
tors.  The  company’s  inventory  was  low  on  rolls  and 
bags.” 

Although  many  dealers  long  for  investor-driven 
bull  market,  Merena  enjoys  the  more  orderly  world 
of  collector  demand. 

“When  nickels  three-cent  pieces  got  past  $1 ,000 
in  1979, 1  quit  buying  them,  because  I  thought  they 
were  overpriced,”  he  said.  “They  went  to  $3,000. 
Collectors  quit  buying  them  when 
the  speculators  drove  the  price 
up.” 

Merena  stayed  at  Paramount 
when  Bowers  and  Ruddy  moved 
to  Los  Angeles  in  1968.  He  was 
vice  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Ohio-based  firm  when 
he  resigned  in  1976.  “Paramount 
had  become  a  different  company 
than  I  was  used  to,”  he  said.  “It 
had  grown  to  200  employees  with 
subsidiaries  in  England  and  Ger¬ 
many.  The  emphasis  was  on  mod¬ 
ern  Proof  sets,  which  was  the 
wrong  area  for  me.” 

Merena  returned  to  the 
Binghamton  area  and  operated 
his  own  coin  business  for  five  years 
before  another  opportunity  came  along.  “At  the 
ANA  midwinter  show  in  Colorado  Springs  in  1982, 
Dave  asked  me  if  I  was  interested  in  joining 
Bowers  and  Ruddy,  which  was  in  the  process  of 
being  sold  by  General  Mills,”  he  said.  The  offer  was 
accepted,  and  Merena  rejoined  the  firm  a  few 
months  later. 

“We  sold  the  Eliasberg  U.S.  Gold  Coin  Collec¬ 
tion  in  October  of  ’82,”  he  said.  “In  January  1983, 
Dave  and  I  bought  certain  assets  from  Bowers  and 
Ruddy,  and  started  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.” 

The  partners  moved  the  firm  3,000  miles  east 
from  Los  Angeles  to  Wolfeboro,  N.H. 

“Dave  was  looking  for  a  d  ifferent  environment,” 
Merena  said.  “He  had  summered  in  Wolfeboro, 
which  is  on  Lake  Winnipesaukee.  He  had  set  up  an 
office  in  Wolfeboro  and  wrote  books  and  did  re¬ 
search  for  Bowers  and  Ruddy.” 

Wolfeboro  has  a  year-round  population  of 4,800, 


but  tourists  and  summer  residents  can  triple  that 
number  in  July  and  August. 

“Wolfeboro  is  a  wonderful  place,”  Merena  said. 
“It’s  a  nice  situation.  1  often  say  that  half  my 
colleagues  ask  me  what  I’m  doing  here,  and  the 
other  half  know  why  I’m  here. 

Bowers  and  Merena  had  little  time  to  enjoy  the 
small-town  atmosphere  of  Wolfeboro  during  the 
first  months  of  the  partnership. 

“We  needed  some  time  to  get  organized,” 
Merena  said.  “In  January  of  1983,  we  ran  the  Roy 
Harte  sale,  which  had  been  catalogued  by  the 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  firm.  That  was  kind  of  exciting. 
Dave  and  I  had  plenty  of  experience  with  auctions, 
but  we  didn’t  have  a  very  big  staff  then.  After  that, 
we  did  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  and 
Central  States  auctions,  and  things  were  rolling 
along  pretty  well.” 

Bowers  and  Merena  now  conducts  five  or  six 
major  floor-bid  auctions  a  year.  Most  of  the  sales 
are  held  in  New  York,  with  an  occasional  exception 
such  as  the  January  auctions  that  are  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  Florida  United  Numismatists 
convention,  and  a  yearly  sale  in  Los  Angeles. 

Merena  spoke  on  the  process  of  cataloguing  a 
major  auction.  “When  you  look  at  a  typical  cata¬ 
logue,  it’s  like  writing  a  300-  to  400-page  book  five 
times  a  year,”  he  said.  “We  have  our  own  graphics 
department  with  the  latest  electronic  equipment, 
because  we  put  out  so  many  publications  and 
books.  We’ve  gotten  it  down  to  a  science.” 

Merena  and  Bowers  write  some  of  the  auction 
descriptions,  and  many  of  the 
company’s  31  employees  have  at 
least  some  involvement  with  sale 
catalogues.  Kingswood  Galleries 
is  the  firm’s  mail-bid  division,  con¬ 
ducting  two  or  three  sales  a  year. 

Among  other  projects  are  the 
constant  flow  of  books  from  vari¬ 
ous  authors  and  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  known  for 
fixed-price  lists  and  display  ad¬ 
vertisements  inNumismaticNews. 

“Business  has  slowed  down, 
that’s  for  sure,  but  recent  years 
were  good  for  us,”  Merena  said, 
“Business  is  still  being  done.  Buy¬ 
ers  in  any  market,  including  coins, 
hate  to  buy  things  when  they  are 
cheap.  Everyone  wants  to  buy 
when  prices  are  going  up  5  percent  a  week.” 

Merena  pointed  to  commemoratives  as  one 
example  of  the  potential  bargains  in  U.S.  coins. 

“There  are  coins  selling  for  $100  now  that  were 
$300  three  years  ago,”  he  said. 

Now  55,  Merena  finds  his  engineering  back¬ 
ground  is  a  plus  in  the  coin  business  even  after  30 
years  away  from  that  field.  “It  has  given  me  a  fairly 
good  understanding  of  metals  and  the  flow  of 
metals  when  a  coin  is  struck,”  he  said.  “I  think  it  has 
been  helpful  in  counterfeit  detection,  grading,  and 
other  areas  of  numismatics.” 

Merena  said  he  expects  to  be  in  Wolfeboro  for 
the  forseeable  future.  “I  don’t  want  to  appear 
complacent,  but  I  don’t  see  much  change,”  he  said. 
“I  think  we’ll  continue  to  hold  fine  auctions  and 
offer  collector  coins.  We  try  to  put  out  a  great 
product  with  the  best  possible  customer  service.  1 
have  no  plans  whatsoever  for  retiring!” 


▲  Raymond  N.  Merena: 
“The  other  half  of  the 
Wolfeboro,  N.H.  firm.” 
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1917:  •  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  $145  • 
MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $195  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 
$210  •  MS-64  (NGC).  $350  •  MS-65  (NGC). 
Brilliant  and  frosty.  The  frost  is  so  deep  that  it 

is  almost  three  dimensional!  . 1,095.00 

1917-D  Obverse  mintmark:  •  MS-63.  Bril 
liant  with  a  few  touches  of  golden  toning.  $995 
•  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  coin,  with 
pale  shades  of  golden  toning  highlights  in  evi¬ 
dence . 995.00 

1917-S  Obverse:  •  EF-45.  $625  •  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  a  whisper 
away  from  full  Mint  State  grade.  One  of  the 
classic  rare  and  popular  issues  of  the  Liberty 

Walking  series . 1,295.00 

1917-S  Reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  Well 
struck,  too!  All  in  all,  a  truly  superb  value  for 

only . 650.00 

1918:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  coin.  $795  • 
MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,350.00 


1918-D:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 
golden  toning.  $895  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  $1,095  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495.00 


1919-D  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 


1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  rarer  issues  in  the  series. 
Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is  one  of 
the  best  values  we  have  offered  in  recent  years 


for  this  key  variety.  . . 3,950.00 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS) . 385.00 


Choice  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1 92 1  Only  246,000  were  coined ;  the  key  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar.  Only 


occasionally  do  we  have  a  specimen  of  this 
calibre  to  offer  for  sale:  MS-63  (ANACS 
Cache).  A  splendid  example . 3,350.00 


1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  bright  and  lustrous, 
with  some  freckled  gray  toning  around  the 
borders.  Significantly  above  average  from  a 
striking  viewpoint,  an  important  aspect  to  men¬ 
tion.  The  connoisseur  will  be  delighted  with 
this  beauty! . 2,650.00 

Splendid  Gem  1928-S  Half  Dollar 


1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  slight  suggestion  of  attractive  natu¬ 
ral  toning . 2,795.00 

1929- D:  •  MS-64  (NGC)  $1,095  •  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 1,095.00 


1933- S:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  $975  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 

$975  •  MS-65  (NGC).  A  gorgeous,  sharply 
struck  gem!  An  exciting,  superb  coin,  difficult 
to  find  this  nice.  This  coin  has  it  all:  high 
technical  grade,  certification  by  PCGS,  and 
outstanding  aesthetic  appeal . 2,995.00 

In  1933,  the  depth  of  the  great  Depression,  very  few  half 
dollars  were  saved  in  quantity.  We  have  never  had  an  original 
roll  or  partial  roll  of  1933-S  halves,  and  are  not  aware  of  any  in 
existence.  The  survival  of  specimens  was  purely  a  matter  of 
chance. 

1934- S  MS-60 . 220.00 

1936  MS-64 . 69.00 

1937- D:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $199  •  MS-63.  250.00 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1938- D:  •  EF-40.  $110  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 

liant  and  frosty.  We  can’t  believe  the  low  mar¬ 
ket  price  of  these!  Needless  to  say,  this  one  will 
go  quickly  for  only . 540.00 

1939:  •  AU-55.  $26  •  MS-63.  $55  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache) . 125.00 

1939- D  MS-63 . 59.00 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 450.00 


1941:  •  MS-65.  $115  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  435.00 

1941-D:  •  AU-55.  $19  •  MS-64 . 65.00 

1941- S  MS-63 . 145.00 

1942:  •  AU-50.  $14  •  MS-63.  $42  •  MS-64.  $52  • 

Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  de¬ 
vices  . 419.00 

1942- D:  •  MS-63.  $79  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 
79.00 

1942- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 110.00 

JOIN  OUR  MONTHLY  CLUB!  Would  you  like  to 
buy  coins  the  easiest  way  on  earth?  If  so,  you  will 
enjoy  belonging  to  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram.  By  means  of  the  CPP,  we  will  automatically 
send  you  monthly  shipments  of  the  series  you  want 
to  collect,  and  in  the  grades  you  specify.  There  are 
no  extra  service  charges  to  pay.  I  work  hand-in- 
hand  with  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark 
Borckardt  to  select  pieces  we  know  you  will  find  to 
be  excellent  values.  Would  you  like  to  form  a 
collection  of  Morgan  or  Peace  dollars?  Commemo- 
ratives?  Gold  coins?  Large  cents?  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollars?  Type  coins?  Mercury  dimes?  You  pick 
the  series,  and  we’ll  find  coins  you’ll  find  to  be  a  full 
measure  of  value  for  the  price  paid.  Give  me  a  call 
today,  or  drop  me  a  note,  and  I  will  tell  you  all 
about  it.  — Gail  Watson,  Manager,  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program. 

1943:  •  AU-55.  $16  •  MS-63.  $42  •  MS-65.  .110.00 

1943- S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 55.00 

1944:  •  MS-63.  $42  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $42 

•  MS-64.  We  just  purchased  a  small  group  of 

these  and  offer  sparkling,  lustrous  gems  for, 
each:  $52  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $52  •  MS- 
65 . 125.00 

1944- D:  •  MS-63.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 

$69  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  $110  •  MS-66 
(NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1944- S:  •  MS-63.  $55  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

$55  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 90.00 

1945:  •  MS-63.  An  exceptional  value  at  today’s  low 
price  of  only  $42  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) .  $42 

•  MS-64.  $52  •  MS-65 . 110.00 

1945- D:  •  MS-63.  $49  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

$49  •  MS-64.  $59  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 
$59  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 110.00 

1945- S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $42  •  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache).  $42  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  139.00 

1946  MS-65 . 125.00 

1946- D:  •  MS-63.  $45  •  MS-64.  Buy  a  sparkling, 

lustrous  gem  from  a  small  group  we  recently 
purchased.  Each: . 55.00 

1946- S:  •  MS-63.  $49  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

$49  »  MS-65 . 119.00 

1947  MS-63 . 42.00 

1947- D:  •  MS-63.  $49  •  MS-64  $59  •  MS-65.  125.00 


Filled  the  Bill  Exactly 

“Dear  Gail  (Watson): 

“I  just  received  the  1877  Indian  cent  that 
you  shipped  per  my  want  list.  It  is  a  very  nice 
coin — just  what  I  was  looking  for — and  filled 
the  bill  exactly.  It  will  be  a  key  item  and  a  very 
attractive  part  of  my  nearly  complete  collection 
of  small  cents,  including  Flying  Eagle,  Indian, 
and  Lincoln  issues.  I  have  been  very  pleased 
with  the  coins  you  have  been  obtaining  for 
me.”— L.C. 
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b.  Hawaiian  tokens 

c.  Confederate  paper  money 

d.  large  cents 


Coin  Quiz 

Can  you  identify 
these  United  States  coin  series? 


ry 

i .  The  Bland-Allison  Act  is  the  reason  why  we 
have  so  many  of  these  coins  today. 

a.  Morgan  dollars 

b.  Indian  cents 

c.  nickel  three-cent  pieces 

d.  1893  Isabella  quarters 

8.  During  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the 
Carson  City  Mint  in  1870,  which  one  of  these 
denominations  was  not  struck? 

a.  Liberty  Seated  dimes 

b.  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 

c.  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars 

d.  $20  gold 


elow  are  10  issues  in  as  many  different 
United  States  coin  series.  Read  the  de¬ 
scriptions  and  see  how  well  you  can  do. 
Score  six  or  more  right  and  you  are  doing 
well,  eight  or  more  right  and  you  are  doing  su¬ 
perbly,  and  all  of  them  right  and  you  deserve  a  gold 
ribbon!  Answers  are  given  at  the  end: 

1.  Keep  your  eye  on  the  1877,  for  it  is  the  key 
date  in  the  series.  Fewer  than  a  million  were 
minted,  which  for  this  particular  specialty  wasn’t 
many  at  all.  It  is  part  of  what  series? 

a.  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 

b.  Indian  cents 

c.  $20  gold  pieces 

d.  Liberty  Seated  dimes 


().  If  you  belonged  to  the  E.A.C.  organization, 
chances  are  you  would  walk  a  mile  to  see  a  nice 
exhibit  of: 

a.  commemorative  half  dollars 


*7.  If  you  wanted  to  find  out  about  an  1885 
Morgan  silver  dollar  with  the  raised  letters  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM  on  the  edge,  who  wrote  the 
reference  book  on  the  series  of  which  it  is  a  part? 

a.  A1  C.  Overton 

b.  M.L.  Beistle 

c.  J.  Hewitt  Judd,  M.D. 

d.  Dr.  William  Sheldon 


10  .  Which  of  the  following  series  was  minted 
for  the  shortest  amount  of  time? 

a.  20-cent  pieces 

b.  nickel  three-cent  pieces 

c.  two-cent  pieces 

d.  gold  dollars 


•b-OI  ‘o-6  ‘b-8  ‘(qnp  saoddoD  UBOuaury 
4mg)  p-9  ‘D-S  ‘o-F  ‘p-£  ‘o-z  ‘q-l  :SHHMSNV 


*-».  This  one’s  a  bit  tricky,  but  such  fragmentary 
thoughts  as  Stephen  Foster,  Cincinnati,  PDS  sets, 
and  Thomas  G.  Melish  come  to  mind. 

a.  Lincoln  cents 

b.  broken  bank  notes 

c.  commemorative  half  dollars 

d.  casino  tokens 

*1.  We’ve  never  seen  an  Uncirculated  one,  and 
perhaps  all  that  exist  are  Philadelphia  Mint  Proofs. 
In  fact,  new  research  points  to  the  possibility  that 
no  strikes  were  ever  minted,  and  that  the  12,000 
listed  in  government  reports  may  be  erroneous.  We 
are  talking  about  what  popular  series? 

a.  Barber  half  dollars 

b.  Liberty  Head  nickels 

c.  quarter  eagles 

d.  Morgan  dollars 

4.  Gilroy  Roberts  designed  the  obverse  and 
Frank  Gasparro  did  the  reverse  for  the  series. 

a.  Mercury  dimes 

b.  Franklin  half  dollars 

c.  Kennedy  half  dollars 

d.  Lincoln  Memorial  cents  1959  to  date 

Mr 

>).  For  reasons  that  are  not  completely  known 
today,  the  name  “Orphan  Annie”  has  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  1844  issue  of  this  denomination: 

a.  large  cents 

b.  half  dimes 

c.  dimes 

d.  Liberty  Seated  dollars 


A  Chet  Krause,  shown  above  with  Raymond  Merena  (center)  and  Q.  David 
Bowers  (right),  was  a  visitor  to  our  offices  on  October  21st,  1992,  which  also 
happened  to  be  Dave  Bowers’  birthday.  After  a  nice  visit  to  the  premises,  we  went 
to  the  nearby  Wolfeboro  Inn  and  had  a  nice  dinner — complete  with  a  cake 
celebrating  the  40th  anniversary  of  Krause  Publications  (launched  in  1952  with 
the  publication  of  Numismatic  News )  and,  at  the  bottom,  a  tiny  mention  of  Dave’s 
birthday  as  well.  A  good  time  was  had  by  all. 

Congratulations  to  Chet  on  his  accomplishments,  which  by  now  have  mush¬ 
roomed  into  a  vast  publishing  empire  employing  over  300  people  and  producing 
several  dozen  weekly  and  monthly  periodicals  as  well  as  numerous  reference  books. 
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LIBERTY  WALKING  HALF  DOLLARS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
1934  to  1947 

I  know  you  will  find  that  building  a  “short  set”  of 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  will  be  a  pleasurable 
pursuit.  There  are  two  main  ways:  (1)  Acquire  one 
of  each  date  and  mintmark  from  1934  to  the  end  of 
the  series  in  1947,  or  (2)  obtain  one  of  each  from 
1941  to  1947.  A  nice  way  to  start  is  by  acquiring 
one  each  of  the  1941  to  1947  dates,  which  come  in 
three  varieties  each  year:  Philadelphia,  Denver, 
and  San  Francisco.  I  especially  like  the  MS-64  and 
MS-65  grades  at  today’s  reasonable  price  levels. 
Once  you  complete  this  set  of  21  coins,  then 
consider  working  backward  to  1934. 

We  offer  coins  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC.  These 
are  high-quality  coins,  hand-selected  by  me,  Mark 
Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena,  and  are  brilliant  or 
with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Each  is  among 
the  finest  of  its  grade  level.  Often,  we  have  to 
inspect  five,  10,  or  even  more  coins  to  find  one  that 
fits  our  discriminating  requirements  for  Premium 
Quality. 

Right  now,  our  inventory  of  most  dates  is  quite 
good,  although  we  are  close  to  running  out  of  some 
of  the  Denver  and  San  Francisco  coins.  For  this 
reason,  we  limit  orders  to  not  more  than  one  of  a 
given  date  and  mintmark  variety  per  collector  or 
dealer. 

I  know  you  will  find  Bowers  and  Merena  PRE¬ 
MIUM  QUALITY  to  bdthe  finest  anywhere  for  the 
grades  we  list.  Smart  collectors  everywhere — and 
dealers  buying  for  their  clients — make  Bowers  and 
Merena  their  headquarters  for  Liberty  Walking 
halves. 

Today’s  prices  are  very  advantageous.  Seize  the 
opportunity!  You’ll  be  glad  you  did.  — Dave  Bow¬ 
ers. 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934-P 

$129 

$325 

1934-D 

315 

1934-S 

925 

2,250 

1935-P 

$59 

235 

1935-D 

395 

1,195 

1935-S 

1,495 

1936-P 

55 

69 

125 

1936-D 

129 

145 

265 

1936-S 

219 

495 

1937-P 

65 

159 

1937-D 

250 

265 

525 

1937-S 

189 

365 

1938-P 

145 

195 

1938-D 

1,195 

1939-P 

65 

125 

1939-D 

69 

129 

1939-S 

235 

1940-P 

65 

1940-S 

75 

395 

1941-P 

42 

69 

115 

1941-D 

55 

65 

135 

1941-S 

145 

265 

1,195 

1942-P 

42 

52 

110 

1942-D 

79 

110 

235 

1942-S 

65 

99 

625 

1943-P 

42 

52 

110 

1943-D 

79 

110 

135 

1943-S 

55 

90 

450 

1944-P 

42 

52 

125 

1944-D 

55 

69 

110 

1944-S 

55 

90 

925 

1945-P 

42 

52 

110 

1945-D 

49 

59 

110 

1945-S 

49 

59 

139 

1946-P 

45 

55 

125 

1946-D 

45 

55 

119 

1946-S 

49 

59 

119 

1947 

55 

135 

1947-D 

49 

59 

125 

Take  Advantage  of  Our  Special  Discount 
Deal!:  This  offer  has  been  very  popular.  Take 
advantage  of  it!  Here’s  all  you  do: 

Buy  5  or  more  different  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars  at  the  same  time,  your  choice,  and  take  a 
5%  discount  from  the  total;  buy  10  or  more 
different  and  take  a  7%  discount!  This  is  our  way 
of  giving  you  a  head  start  on  a  set!  Mention  this 
Special  Discount  Deal  to  Ken  Spatola,  Gail  Watson, 
or  Pat  Dumas  when  you  telephone  your  order,  or 
write  it  on  your  order  blank  if  you  post  your  order 
by  mail. 


ADD  OUR  GREAT  BOOKS 
TO  YOUR  LIBRARY 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 


1948:  •  MS-65  NGC.  $79  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 79.00 

1948- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1949  MS-64  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1949- D  Key  issue:  •  MS-63.  $69  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

$95  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 995.00 

1949- S:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $95  •  MS-65 

(NGC) . 145.00 

1950:  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $75  •  MS-64 
(PCGS).  $75  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $395  • 
Proof-65  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1950- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 45.00 

1951:  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $219  •  Proof-65 

(PCGS) . 299.00 

1951- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1951- S:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $49  •  MS-64.  $59  •  MS- 

64  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1952:  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  $79  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant. 
$150*  Proof-64  (ANACS  Cache) .  Brilliant.  $  1 50 
•  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $150  •  Proof-65  (ANACS 
Cache).  $165  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1952- D:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $39  •  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 235.00 

1952-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1953:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $45  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant. 
$95  •  Proof-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $95  •  Proof- 
64  (PCGS).  $95  •  Proof-65  (ANACS  Cache). 
$110  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  $110  •  Proof-66 
(PCGS) . 139.00 


Today  in  1993,  Franklin  half  dollars  are  very 
popular.  The  design  cannot  compete  with  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  motif,  and  thus  Franklin  halves  are 
not  going  to  win  any  beauty  contest.  However,  they 
are  a  distinctive  part  of  numismatic  Americana. 
Building  a  nicely  matched  set  in  MS-64  and  MS-65 
is  a  greater  challenge  than  meets  the  eye.  Some 
“common  dates”  are  not  so  common  after  all  in 
these  grades.  As  embarrassing  as  it  is  to  state  today, 
back  in  1953  when  I  started  business,  there  was 
very  little  interest  in  Franklin  halves,  and  when  I 
bought  a  collection  of  them,  I  would  usually  spend 
the  coins!  After  a  while,  1949-S  took  on  a  premium 
value,  and  later,  others  did  as  well.  However, 
interest  was  a  long  time  in  coming.  — Dave  Bowers 


1953-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1953-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 69.00 


1954:  •  MS-63.  $15  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $29  •  Proof- 
63.  $59  •  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $59  • 
Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $69  •  Proof-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $69  •  Proof-65  (ANACS  Cache).  $79  • 
Proof-65  (PCGS).  $79  •  Proof-66  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant . 95.00 

1954-D:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $35  •  MS-64  (NGC)  $35 

•  MS-65.  $195  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1954-S:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $29  •  MS-64  NGC.  $29 

•  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $60  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  $60  • 

MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 60.00 

1955:  •  Proof-63.  $55  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $65  •  Proof- 

65  (PCGS).  $75  •  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1956:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-63.  $22  • 
Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $25  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  $29 

•  Cameo.  Proof-65  (NGC).  $95  •  Proof-66 

(PCGS) . 35.00 

1957:  •  MS-65  (NGC).  $49  •  Proof-63.  Brilliant. 
$15  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $25  •  Proof-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $29  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1958:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $25  •  Proof-64  (PCGS). 
$25.00  •  Proof-65.  Brilliant.  $29  •  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  $29  •  Proof-65  (NGC) . 29.00 
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Establishing  the 
Mint  Cabinet 


A  National  Cabinet  of  Coins 

By  Henry  T.  Hettger 


A 


n  important  document  —  the  statement 
providing  for  the  Estimate  of  Expenses  of 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  1839,  dated 
November  22,  1838  —  specifically  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  commencement  of  a  “collection  of 
specimens  of  coins  and  ores,  to  be  reserved  at  the 
Mint  as  a  National  Cabinet.”1 

The  first  catalogue  of  the  Mint  Collection  noted 
a  commencement  date  for  the  cabinet  of  June 
1838.2The  first  appropriation  for  the  Mint  Cabinet 
was  March  3,  1839.  The  funds  for  the  cabinet 
amounted  to  $1,000  of  a  total  budget  for  $79,000. 

Thus  we  see  the  concrete  beginnings  of  the 
initiative  to  form  a  National  Cabinet  of  Coins.  This 
had  been  long  overdue  as  federal  coins  had  been 
struck  since  1793.  Now,  with  certainty,  current 
examples  of  U.S.  coinage  would  be  preserved  for 
future  generations. 

Joseph  J.  Mickley,  a  collector,  began  his  inter¬ 
est  in  numismatics  in  1816  when  he  was  unable  to 
locate  a  cent  of  1799,  the  year  of  his  birth.  The  1799 
cent  found  in  the  $mithsonian  Institution,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC,  inheritors  of  the  old  Mint  Cabinet,  is 
only  in  Very  Fine  grade,  not  Uncirculated,  which 
would  be  the  case  if  the  Mint  Cabinet  had  existed 
at  that  time. 

The  beginning  of  the  National  Cabinet  of  Coins 
is  a  result  of  the  Mint  initiative  in  1838  by  Dr. 
Robert  M.  Patterson,  director  of  the  Mint,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pennsylvania. 

Adam  Eckfeldt,  chief  coiner  at  the  Mint,  had 
unofficially  began  the  collection  by  establishing  “a 
nucleus  of  first  struck  pieces,  or  master  coins,  of 
several  years”  prior  to  1838.3 Congressional  appro¬ 
priations  after  that  date,  as  well  as  astute  involve¬ 
ment  of  consuls  overseas  who  requested  newly 
struck  pieces,  permitted  the  rapid  expansion  of  the 
collection. 

A  catalogue  of  the  collection  of  the  Mint  Cabi¬ 
net  was  prepared  in  1846.  William  E.  DuBois, 
assistant  assayer,  was  the  author  of  the  catalogue, 
which  was  titled  A  Brief  Account  of  the  Collection  of 
Coins  Belonging  to  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
More  Particularly  of  the  Antique  Specimens.  The 
preparation  of  this  text  was  simplified  by  printed 
labels  for  the  ancient  coins  in  the  display  cases 
being  placed  in  a  form  that  would  also  suit  a 
pamphlet.  It  was  noted  at  the  beginning  of  this 
volume  that  “most  of  the  letter-press  is  the  same  as 


that  posted  in  the  margin  of  the  glass  cases.”5 

Through  a  private  contribution,  140  copies  of 
the  cabinet’s  catalogue  were  provided  to  such 
societies  and  individuals  that  would  appreciate  the 
subject.  A  vignette  designed  by  Longacre  deco¬ 
rated  the  volume. 

Besides  a  general  history  of  money  and  the 
specimens  in  the  collection,  a  table  was  included 
to  classify  the  contents  of  the  collection  by  each 
nation,  empire,  kingdom  or  duchy,  covering  both 
ancient  and  modern  —  and  noting  385  examples 
from  the  United  States,  of  a  total  of  3,802  speci¬ 
mens.6 

A  very  valuable  work 

In  1860  another  edition  of  the  catalogue  was 
prepared.  Titled  Coins  of  All  Nations,  the  text  was 
written  by  George  Bull  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
cabinet  at  the  time,  with  assistance  from  William  E. 
DuBois,  curator,  and  was  published  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  James  Ross  Snowden.  In  the  preface  to 
the  1891  edition  of  the  descriptive  catalogue,  it  is 
noted  that  the  1860  edition  was  “a  very  valuable 
work,  but  so  costly  that  very  few  were  sold  to  the 
many  thousands  of  visitors.”7 

Yet  another  edition  of  the  descriptive  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  was  prepared  in  1891 
by  R. A.  McClure,  the  curator  in  that  year,  titled : 

An  Index  to  the  Coins  and  Medals  of  the  Cabinet 
of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia 
In  the  transmittal  letter  of  May  12,  1891 
from  O.C.  Bosbyshell,  superintendent, 
Philadelphia  Mint,  to  E.O.  Leech,  director 
of  the  Mint,  Washington,  DC,  this  new 
edition  of  the  descriptive  catalogue 
was  described  as  “very  complete.”8 

The  rationale  for  writing  the  cata¬ 
logue  was  simple:  to  put  “such  a 
valuable,  historical  collection.  . 
in  some  enduring  form,  so  that  it 
can  be  more  understandingly 
studied  and  comprehended.”9 

It  was  maintained  that 
the  cost  of  the  catalogue 
should  be  borne  by  the 
federal  government  to 
provide  for  its  free  distri¬ 
bution.  There  were  plans  to 
publish  20,000  copies  of  the  descrip 


tive  index  with  “the  cost  to  be  charged  to  the 
contingent  expenses  of  this  Mint.”10  However,  the 
acarcity  of  specimens  today  suggest  that  far  fewer 
were  made. 

In  1846,  this  fledgling  collection  consisted  of 
only  3,802  specimens  in  all;  gold,  605;  silver, 
2,047;  billon,  324;  brass  and  copper,  822;  and 
platinum,  4.  Coins  in  platinum  included  an  1814 
half  dollar.4In  1846,  the  Mint  Cabinet  was  a  dwarf 
when  compared  to  European  cabinets,  and  even 
was  second  to  some  in  our  own  country. 

By  1891,  the  collection  had  7,200  coins  of  the 
United  States  and  other  nations,  as  well  as  2,000 
medals  and  unusual  examples  of  gold  and  silver 
ores.  In  the  same  year,  O.C.  Bosbyshell,  superinten¬ 
dent,  U.S.  Mint,  Philadelphia,  described'the  Na¬ 
tional  Cabinet  as  the  government’s  cabinet  or  the 
standard  cabinet  and  “upon  it  rests  the  conclusion 
of  all  questions  relative  to  coins,  arising  in  the 
minds  of  our  best  numismaticians.”  The  curator 
would  provide  information  to  visitors  to  the  Mint 
regarding  coins  whose  origin,  rarity  and  value 
were  questioned.  Visitors  requesting  this  informa¬ 
tion  were  from  diverse  locations  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  from  many  parts  of  the  world. 

1.  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  1838, 
National  Archives,  Washington,  DC. 

2.  William  E.  DuBois,  A  Brie/ Account  Of  The  Collection  Of  Coins 
Belonging  To  The  Mint  Of  The  United  States,  C.  Sherman,  Printer, 
Philadelphia,  1846,  p.  6. 

3.  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  letter 
dated  May  12,  1891,  from  O.C.  Bosbyshell,  Superintendent,  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  E.O.  Leech,  Director  of  the  Mint. 

4.  William  E.  DuBois,  A  Brief  Account.  .  .  p.  10. 

5.  Ibid.,  i. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  10. 

7.  R.A.  McClure,  Curator ,  An  Index  To  The  Coins  And  Medals  Of 
The  Mint  Of  The  United  States  At  Philadelphia,  O.C.  Bosbyshell, 
Superintendent,  Avil  Printing  and  Lithograph  Company,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  1891,  Preface  p.  2. 

8.  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  letter 

dated  May  12, 1891,  from  O.C.  Bosbyshell,  Superinten¬ 
dent,  Philadelphia  to  E.O.  Leech,  Director  of  the 
Mint,  p.  1,  National  Archives,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  2. 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  2. 
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Draped  Bust  Dollars 


1958- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 49.00 

1959:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 
$145  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  $145  •  Proof- 
64  (PCGS).  $23  •  Proof-65.  Brilliant  $25  • 
Proof-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1959- D:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 219.00 

1960:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $14  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19 

•  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $19  •  Proof-64  (PCGS). 

$19  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  $29  •  Proof-65.  Bril¬ 
liant  $25  •  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1961:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $29  •  MS-65  (NGC).  $225 

•  Proof-64.  $19  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  $29  • 

Cameo.  Proof-65  (NGC) . 85.00 

1961- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1962:  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-65  Brilliant. 

$25  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  $25  •  Cameo.  Proof-65 
(NGC).  $85  •  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1962- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $16  •  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 39.00 

1963:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $14  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  $19  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  $99  •  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1963- D:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $19  •  MS-64 

(NGC) . 19.00 

Special  Offer:  Buy  10  or  more  different  dates  and 
mintmarks  of  Franklin  half  dollars  at  the  same 
time,  and  you  can  have  a  5%  discount  on  your 
purchase.  Mention  “Franklin  Half  Dollar  Discount 
Offer”  when  you  order.  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  get  started  on  your  collection. 


He’s  Heard  Nice  Tilings 

The  following  is  from 

“I  received  my  first  coin  in  the  mail  from  you 
just  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  the  hard-to-find  1850 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  in  Very  Fine  grade.  It 
certainly  is  a  nice-looking  coin! 

“Since  this  was  my  first  time  dealing  with 
you,  I  couldn’t  wait  to  see  what  kind  of  quality 
I  would  receive.  To  be  honest  with  you,  I  really 
wasn’t  at  all  surprised!  The  quality  certainly 
matches  the  nice  things  I  have  heard  about 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  The  same  week 
I  received  your  coin,  I  received  another  from 
[name  deleted],  and  was  very  disappointed 
since  it  was  graded  Fine,  but  was  no  better  than 
Good,  if  not  even  worse!  This  was  a  1912-S 
nickel,  a  key  date,  which  made  it  even  the  more 
disappointing.  People  should  realize  that  the 
honesty  and  integrity  of  a  business  is  very 
important — just  as  important  as  the  coins  they 
sell.  From  everything  I  hear  about  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  you  bend  over  backwards  to 
be  sure  your  clients  are  satisfied.  1  am  sure  this 
is  a  big  reason  for  your  success. 

“From  the  first  time  I  called,  the  politeness 
and  courtesy  of  your  staff  hit  home.  There  is  no 
pressure  to  sell  me  something  I  didn’t  want. 
Instead,  Ken  Spatola  said,  ‘What  can  I  do  to  help 
you?’ 

“As  I  am  a  dealer  myself  and  have  some 
duplicates  for  sale  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as 
things  that  I  don’t  handle,  I  will  be  selling  you 
some  coins  as  well — if  I  have  what  you  are 
seeking.” 


Silver  Dollars 

Flowing  Hair  Dollars 


1795  Dollar  Struck  over  1794! 
Believed  to  be  unique! 


1795  Flowing  Hair  silver  dollar 
plainly  struck  over  a  1794  dollar! 
Bolender-4.  EF-40.  Believed  to  be  unique. 

Offered  by  Kagin’s  Numismatic  Auctions,  as  Lot 
3221  in  the  1987  ANA  sale,  this  coin,  in  the 
Richter  Collection  until  it  was  sold  to  us  (by 
Julian  Leidman,  as  agent),  was  described  as 
follows: 

1795  Unique!  Struck  over  a  1794  dollar. 
Bolender-4.  The  only  known  specimen,  and  the 
first  time  this  important  coin  has  been  offered 
at  public  auction.  Discovered  by  Walter  Breen, 
who  first  described  it  to  the  numismatic  com¬ 
munity  in  The  Metropolitan  Numismatic  Jour¬ 
nal,  issue  No.  1,  May-June  1961.  The  1961 
description  follows:  “On  the  obverse  of  the 
1795  can  be  plainly  seen  the  eagle,  a  wreath, 
and  parts  of  UNITED....  On  the  reverse  of  the 
1795  are  visible  the  profile  and  part  of  the  back 
of  Liberty’s  head....  Proof  that  the  undertype  is 
in  fact  a  1794  is  easy.  No  other  dollar  reverse  of 
this  design  except  the  1794  has  positions  of  U 
and  final  A  in  AMERICA  as  shown  here....  On 
this,  all  details  that  are  visible  match  the  1794 
exactly....” 

Breen  went  on  to  suggest  that  the  Mint  was 
embarrassed  with  the  weakly  struck  1 794s,  and 
overstrikes  could  have  been  made  as  “testi¬ 
mony  to  the  Mint’s  propaganda  needs  at  a  time 
when  its  detractors  were  ready  to  seize  on 
anything  available  as  evidence  of  its  incompe¬ 
tence  to  make  acceptable  coins  for  the  young 
and  growing  nation.”  This  coin  could  well  be 
the  centerpiece  of  the  finest  specialized  collec¬ 
tion  of  United  States  silver  dollars.  It  is  a  show- 
stopper,  a  marvelous  specimen,  literally  two 
coins  in  one!  Certainly,  we  can  think  of  no 
better  showpiece,  no  coin  with  a  better  story,  no 
coin  with  as  dramatic  a  visual  appeal,  as  this! 
Julian  Leidman  was  asking  $50,000  for  this 
coin,  but  we  acquired  it  from  him  for  less.  It  can 
be  yours  for . 45,000.00 


See  the  Book  Section 
For  Disc  ounts  on  Great  Books 


1796  B-4  Large  Letters  $1 


1796  Large  Letters.  Bolender-4.  9x7 
Stars.  Small  letters  on  reverse.  B-2.  EF- 

40.  Beautiful  light  gray  surfaces,  somewhat 
prooflike  in  protected  areas.  Well  struck.  An 
exceptionally  nice  specimen  of  the  date,  vari¬ 
ety,  and  grade  level.  Another  “find”  from  our 
recent  buying  trip . 4,350.00 


1797  B-2  Small  Letters  $1  Rarity 


1797  9x7  Stars.  Small  letters  on  re¬ 
verse.  B-2.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Attractive  me¬ 
dium  gray  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of  this 
date  and  type.  This  is  the  most  famous  variety 
of  1797.  Numerous  are  the  auction  citations 
that  just  20  or  30  specimens  are  known  in  all 
grades  (we  believe  the  number  to  be  larger  than 
that,  but  B-2  remains  the  rarest  variety  of  the 
year) .  The  Small  Letters  reverse  die  used  to  coin 
this  piece  is  unique  among  early  dollars  in  that 
it  was  first  used  at  the  Mint  in  1795  and  last 
used  in  1 798 !  The  relief  was  very  shallowly  cut 
into  the  die,  and  the  rim  is  very  low,  with  the 
result  that  all  specimens  are  higher  graded  on 
the  obverse  than  the  reverse.  Few  exist  in  any 
grade  nicer  than  this.  An  important  find  for  the 
specialist . 4,450.00 


The  Collector  is  Kin<* 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries — and  always  has  been — since  we  be¬ 
gan  business  in  1953.  If  you  are  a  serious 
numismatist,  let  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
help  you  find  the  special  pieces  you’ve  been 
looking  for. 
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1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 
B-2;  15  Stars 


1798  15  Stars,  Small  Eagle  (and  small 
letters).  B-2.  VP-30.  Attractive  light  gray.  A 
nice  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 3,950.00 


1836  Original  Gobrecht  $1 
EF-40  (ANACS) 


1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar.  Judd- 
60.  Original.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Light 
gray  toning.  Attractively  struck,  and  with  nice 
surfaces.  A  beautiful  specimen  from  an  original 
mintage  of  only  600  coins . 4,950.00 


Rare  1838  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1838  Gobrecht.  J-84.  Proof-61  (PCGS). 

Die  alignment  III  (nearly  coin-wise,  but  with 
eagle  flying  level).  Attractive  light  silver  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  hint  of  blue  and  gold,  an  aestheti¬ 
cally  appealing  piece  with  the  desirability  of  a 
coin  in  an  even  higher  grade.  Overall,  an  excel¬ 
lent  combination  of  quality  and  value.  Ask  to 
see  it  on  approval  (against  satisfactory  refer¬ 
ences),  and  you  will  want  it.  Under  magnifica¬ 
tion,  very  slightly  double  struck.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  for  the  aesthetically  minded  numismatist. 
The  most  highly  prized  of  all  three  Gobrecht 
dollars:  1836,  1838,  and  1839 . 14,750.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

We  present  one  of  the  finest  selections  of  Liberty 
Seated  silver  dollars  ever  to  be  offered  in  any  priced 
catalogue!  Please  also  see  our  offering  of  copies  of 
The  Dollar  Newspaper,  published  in  Philadelphia 
during  the  era  and  featuring  on  the  masthead  a 
beautiful  line  engraving  of  a  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
(as  we  go  to  press  we  have  only  a  few  of  these  left) . 


Rare  1842  MS-63  Dollar 


1842  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  lightly- 
toned  gray  surfaces.  Readily  available,  indeed 
common  in  lower  grades,  but  very  rare  in  Mint 
State . 3,995.00 


1843  VF-30. 


250.00 


Memorable  1843  MS-63  $1 


1843  MS-63  (PCGS)  .  None  higher  cer¬ 
tified!  Lustrous.  A  plentiful  date  in  lower  grades 
but  which  emerges  as  a  great  rarity  in  Mint 
State.  Here  is  one  of  the  very  finest  known 
examples.  We  do  not  know  of  an  equal  or  finer 
specimen  in  any  private  collection.  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning  adds  to  the  overall  ap¬ 
peal  of  this  memorable  coin . 6,950.00 


1844  EF-40 . 650.00 

The  1844  is  the  only  year  with  “Quad  Stripes.”  Each  vertical 
stripe  in  the  shield  of  all  known  business  strikes  has  four 
elements  instead  of  the  normal  three  (although  Proofs  of  this 
year  have  three).  In  addition,  1844  is  highly  prized  as  a  low- 
mintage  date. 


Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some 
really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  The  same  30-day  guarantee  of 
satisfaction  you  get  with  coins  applies  to  our 
books  as  well! 


1849  AU-55.  Exhibits  surfaces  toned  medium 


gray 


895.00 


1846-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 
gray  surfaces.  The  1846-0,  the  first  New  Or¬ 
leans  coin  of  this  denomination,  is  very  elusive 
in  AU  grade . 2,750.00 


Landmark  1846-0  Dollar 


1846-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  mint  lustre  that  is  virtually  three- 
dimensional!  One  of  the  very  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence,  this  piece  is  from  a  famous  specialized 
collection  and  represents  the  finest  the  owner 
could  locate  in  nineyears  of  searching.  The  coin 
is  brilliant,  lustrous,  rare,  and  beautiful!  Don’t 
miss  this  chance . 27,500.00 


1848  AU-50  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  iridescent 
toning  over  frosty  surfaces,  the  virtual  quality 
of  a  Mint  State  coin  for  a  fraction  of  the  price! 
Low  mintage,  rare  issue,  a  key  in  the  series.  The 
specialist  will  like  this  one!  . 1,750.00 


Mint  State  1848  Dollar  Rarity 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 
over  brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this,  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  issues 
in  the  series.  Often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse 
between  our  offerings  of  an  1848  of  this  re¬ 
markable  quality . 9,750.00 
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AU  1850  Silver  Dollar 


1850  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  a  prooflike 
surface  (characteristic  of  the  issue) .  A  rare  date 
in  very  attractive  condition . 3,450.00 


Prooflike  1850  Dollar 


1850  AU-55,  prooflike.  Just  7,500  examples  of 
this  elusive  silver  dollar  issue  were  minted  in 
Philadelphia  this  year.  Open  5,  repunched  0  in 
date;  Breen-5433.  Reflective  fields  and  fully 
defined  design  details  are  splashed  with  irides¬ 
cent  shades  of  pale  blue,  rose,  and  gold.  An 
aesthetically  appealing  example  of  this  highly 
desirable  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  Add  it  to  your 

collection  for  only . 3,650.00 

1856  EF-40.  We  have  found  the  1856  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  to  be  one  of  the  rarest  Philadel¬ 
phia  issues  in  the  series  in  this  grade.  .875.00 


1855  Liberty  Seated  $1 
AU-55  (PCGS) 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lilac  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen,  for 
the  grade,  of  this  highly  prized  date.  Even  in  the 
late  1850s,  the  1855  was  already  recognized  as 
rare! . 6,295.00 


Order  Early! 


Splendid  1857  MS-62  $1 


1857  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date . 4,495.00 


1858  Proof-Only  Rarity 


1858  Proof-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Abril 
liant,  sparkling  beauty.  Famous  as  the  only 
Proof-only  date  in  the  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  series.  The  number  minted  is  not  known, 
but  300  or  so  would  be  a  good  estimate.  In 
terms  of  specimens  surviving  today,  it  is  much 
rarer  than  the  higher-priced  1895  Morgan  sil¬ 
ver  dollar.  This  dollar  is  very  inexpensive  today, 
in  our  opinion.  The  first  order  we  receive  gets  it 
for  just . 9,950.00 


Superb  1858  Proof  Dollar  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS)  A  superb  coin 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  Attractive  light 
toning.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled  of  this  famous  rarity!  Add  it  to  your 
collection  for  only . 16,500.00 

1859-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  the  first  San  Francisco 
Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  Fairly  scarce  in  this 
grade . 1,495.00 


Landmark  1859-S  Dollar 
MS-62  (PCGS) 


1859-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  One  of  the  finest  in  existence,  this  coin 
was  listed  by  us  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  75 
and  sold  immediately.  Recently,  we  had  the 
opportunity  to  reacquire  it,  and  not  a  moment 
was  lost  in  writing  out  a  check!  Now  offered 
again,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  1859-S  dollars  in 
existence  anywhere.  The  1859-S  is  one  of  those 
issues  that  is  scarce  enough  in  such  grades  as  VF 
and  EF,  but  which  emerges  as  a  world-class 
rarity  in  Mint  State.  Twice  our  price  probably 
could  not  secure  a  duplicate . 26,500.00 


1860-0:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  With  numerous 
bagmarks  as  always  seen  on  the  1860-0  dollars 
at  this  grade  level.  $1,095  •  MS-61.  With 
numerous  bagmarks,  as  always  seen  on  1860-0 
dollars  at  this  grade  level.  $1,250  •  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Light  gray  toning . 1,750.00 


Memorable  1861  Dollar 


1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Gorgeous  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  One  of  the  most  aesthetically 
appealing  business  strikes  in  existence,  truly  a 
coin  of  memorable  quality.  Rare!  ....6,950.00 


Voi  r  Satisfaction  is  Guaranteed! 
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Seated  Liberty 
Makeover 

The  helping  hand  of  Robert  Hughes 


By  Thomas  M.  LaMarre 


he  Seated  Liberty  series  has  long  been  a 
favorite  of  collectors,  but  art  critics  have 
been  somewhat  less  enthusiastic  about 
the  design.  In  Numismatic  Art  in  America, 
Cornelius  Vermeule  compares  Miss  Liberty’s  eye  to 
that  of  a  “baby  chicken.”  He  goes  on  to  say,  “Clutch¬ 
ing  her  ridiculous  little  hat  on  a  pole  and  the  small 
shield  nestling  in  the  drapery  at  her  side,  Liberty 
looks  anxiously  over  her  shoulder  as  if  a  horde  of 
Indians  was  sprinting  through  a  starry  firma¬ 
ment  toward  her.” 

Thomas  Sull/s  depiction  of  a  seated  Lib¬ 
erty,  inspired  by  Britannia  and  engraved  by 
Christian  Gobrecht,  first  appeared  on  the 
silver  dollar  in  1836.  The  following  year  it 
was  used  on  the  half  dime  and  dime.  In 
1838,  the  quarter  dollar  received  the  de¬ 
sign. 

The  Seated  Liberty  half  dollar  made  its 
debut  in  1839  and  exhibited  modifications 
made  by  Gobrecht,  notably  the  addition  of 
drapery  from  the  left  elbow  to  the  thigh.  In  1 840, 
Director  of  the  Mint 
Robert  M.  Patterson 
commissioned  an  out¬ 
side  artist,  Robert  Ball 
Hughes — to  make  fur¬ 
ther  changes. 

Born  in  London, 

January  19,  1806, 

Hughes  was  probably 
the  son  of  Captain  Ball 
of  the  Royal  Navy. 

Hughes  showed  an  ap¬ 
titude  for  art  at  early 
age.  As  a  child  he  used 
candle  ends  to  make  a 
bas-relief  based  on  the 
painting  The  Judgment 
of  Solomon.  He  studied 
for  seven  years  under  Edward  Hodges  Baily  at  the 
School  of  Flaxman,  and  in  1823  won  a  gold  medal 
for  the  bas-relief  Pandora  Brought  by  Mercury  to 
Epimetheus.  In  1825,  he  exhibited  a  statue  of  Achil¬ 
les.  The  following  year  he  displayed  A  Shepherd 
Boy. 

Before  leaving  England,  Hughes  modeled  nu¬ 
merous  statues,  a  statuette  of  George  IV  that  was 
afterward  cast  in  bronze,  and  busts  of  the  king  and 


dukes  of  Cambridge,  Sussex  and  York.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1829,  settling  first  in  New  York 
City  and  later  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 

The  February  13,  1830  issue  of  the  New  York 


Left:  Christian  Gobrecht. 
His  engraving  of  the 
Seated  Liberty  design  was 
modified  by  Robert  Ball 
Hughes  in  1840.  Right: 
Thomas  Sully.  The  lead¬ 
ing  American  portrait 
painter  of  his  generation, 
he  also  sketched  the 
Seated  Liberty  design 
(above)  for  U.S.  coins. 


In  1831,  Hughes  sculptured  a  marble  statue  of 
Bishop  John  J.  Hobart  for  the  vestry  of  Trinity 
Church  in  New  York  City.  Another  early  project  was 
a  marble  statue  of  Alexander  Hamilton  for  the 
rotunda  of  the  New  York  Merchants’  Exchange. 
Skilled  carvers  were  brought  from  England  to 
insure  the  proper  execution  of  the  statue,  but  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire  eight  months  after  its  completion . 

Hughes’  likeness  of  mathematician  and  astrono¬ 
mer  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  completed  in  1847,  was 
the  first  bronze  statue  cast  in  the  United  States.  It 
proved  to  be  defective  and  in  1866  was  removed 
from  Mount  Andrew  Cemetery  and  replaced  with 
a  statue  cast  in  Paris. 

In  Dorchester,  Hughes  executed  the  plaster 
figure  Little  Nell  and  a  sentimental  group  titled 
Uncle  Toby  and  the  Widow  Wadman  displayed  in 
the  Boston  Athenaeum.  He  also  modeled  an  eques¬ 
trian  statue  of  George  Washington,  a  statuette  of 
Washington  Irving,  and  a  “Mary  Magdalen.” 

“Incidental  expenses” 

By  1840,  Hughes  was  residing  at  66  South 
Street  in  Philadelphia.  Evidence  of  his  involvement 
with  the  nearby  U.S.  Mint  is  found  in  a  report 
prepared  by  William  Findlay,  treasurer  of  the  Mint. 
Listed  under  “incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
and  repairs  of  the  U.S.  Mint”  for  the  second  quarter 
of  1840  is  the  notation  “June  24  #91  Robert  B. 
Hughes — Figure  of  Liberty — $75.” 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  James  N.  Barker 
suspended  payment  of  the  account  pending  an 
explanation.  Patterson  informed  him  that:  “The 
figure  in  question  was  a  medallion  for  the  ‘im¬ 
pression  emblematic  of  Liberty’  used  on  our 
coins,  and  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  being 
used  for  a  pattern  for  a  casting  in  iron  to  be 
employed  in  a  peculiar  lathe  by  the  operation  of 
which  the  hubs  for  striking  dies  may  be  turned.” 

Patterson  was  referring  to  the  Contamin  por¬ 
trait  lathe,  which  was  employed  to  make  a  die-size 
copy  of  the  artist’s  large  plaster  model. 

Reassured  by  Patterson  that  “The  work  ordered 
of  Mr.  Hughes  was  strictly 


V,.' 


Mirror  reported  the  following: 

“The  directors  of  Clinton  Hall  Association,  some 
time  since,  applied  to  Mr.  Hughes,  the  sculptor,  for 
the  model  of  a  projected  statue  of  our  late  Gover¬ 
nor,  intended  for  the  front  of  Clinton  Hall.  This 
model  has  been  completed,  and  the  exquisite  accu¬ 
racy  of  its  execution  has  so  fully  satisfied  the 
directors  that  they  have  ordered  one  of  marble, 
larger  than  life.” 


for  the  regular  business 
of  the  Mint,”  the  Comp¬ 
troller  decided  that  the 
$75  charge  was  admis¬ 
sible. 

Hughes’  depiction  of 
Miss  Liberty  varied  some¬ 
what  from  that  executed 
by  Gobrecht. 

Hughes  enlarged 
Liberty’s  head  and  cap, 
straightened  her  hair, 
strengthened  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  her  shield,  added 
folds  of  drapery  from  the 
left  elbow  to  the  knee, 
and  smoothed  the  folds 

of  the  main  garment. 

Some  numismatists  have  claimed  the  changes 
were  made  in  the  name  of  decency.  Walter  Breen, 
for  example,  writes  that  Hughes  flattened  out  most 
of  Liberty’s  female  contours  and  covered  up  much 
of  her  exposed  skin  in  the  interest  of  “respectabil¬ 
ity.” 

But  in  an  article  in  the  August  1958  issue  of  The 
Numismatist,  Georgia  S.  Chamberlain  contended 
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that  the  changes  were  made  “to  model  the  whole 
body  in  more  correct  proportion  and  anatomy.” 

Similarly,  Cornelius  Vermeule  wrote  that 
Hughes  was  engaged  “to  improve  the  proportions 
and  model  the  drapery  in  more  naturalistic  fash¬ 
ion.” 

Whatever  the  reason  for  their  implementation, 
the  changes  first  affected  the  silver  dollar,  quarter, 
dime  and  half  dime.  The  half  dollar  remained 
closer  to  the  original  design  as  modeled  by  Gobrecht. 

Apparently  Mint  officials  were  satisfied  with 
Hughes’  work,  because  in  late  1840  Patterson 
asked  him  to  design  an  Indian  peace  medal  depict¬ 
ing  President-elect  William  Henry  Harrison. 

Medallion  likeness 

“Ball  Hughes  presents  his  respects  to  Mr. 
Patterson,”  the  sculptor  replied  on  February  11, 
1841,  “and  having  considered  his  proposition,  will 
be  happy  to  go  on  to  Washington  and  execute  for 
the  Mint  a  medallion  likeness  of  General  Harrison 


for  60  dollars.  The  sum  will  of  course  include  all  the 
expenses  of  going  there,  and  indeed  everything 
connected  with  its  execution — and  two  perfect 
casts — one  in  plaster  the  other  in  ivory  composi¬ 
tion. 

“Mr.  Hughes  will  require  20  dollars  to  go  there, 
ten  given  to  Mr.  Hughes  on  his  taking  the  first 
sitting  of  the  General — and  the  balance  on  the 
delivery  of  the  work — Mr.  Hughes  is  thus  explicit 
because  his  funds  would  not  enable  him  to  go  on 
any  other  terms.  Nothing  would  give  him  more 
pleasure  than  to  receive  the  order  at  this  present 
time,  for  business  is  dull,  and  it  would  be  a  very 
desirable  introduction. 

“P.S.  Mr.  Hughes  can  obtain  from  Mr.  Fox  at 
Washington  a  letter  to  General  Harrison  which  will 
insure  him  an  immediate  sitting.” 

Although  Hughes  did  fashion  a  wax  medallion 
of  Harrison,  the  president  died  on  April  4,  1841, 
only  30  days  after  his  inauguration.  Secretary  of 
War  J.C.  Spencer  then  arranged  for  the  employ¬ 


ment  of  Ferdinand  Petrich  to  model  a  portrait  of 
John  Tyler,  Harrison’s  successor,  for  the  next  In¬ 
dian  peace  medal.  According  to  The  Venus  Numis¬ 
matics  Dictionary,  Hughes  was  never  paid  for  his 
preliminary  work  on  the  Harrison  medal. 

In  1848,  Hughes  made  a  portrait  of  his  friend 
John  Trumbull  for  the  obverse  of  the  American  Art 
Union  medal.  The  dies  were  prepared  by  noted 
New  York  engraver  Charles  Cushing  Wright. 

In  1851,  Hughes  shipped  a  statue  of  Oliver 
Twist  to  London  to  be  displayed  at  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Exhibition.  During  his  lengthy  career  he  also 
delivered  lectures  on  art,  sculptured  busts  of  John 
Marshall  and  John  Trumbull,  and,  according  to  the 
National  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography  (1907), 
made  some  “remarkable  sketches”  on  wood  with  a 
hot  iron. 

Hughes  died  March  5,  1868  in  Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts.  The  Seated  Liberty  design  that  he 
refined  was  struck  until  1892,  when  it  gave  way  to 
the  Liberty  Head  engraved  by  Charles  E.  Barber. 


Some  Musings  about  Large  Cents 


t  is  difficult  to  describe  the  allure  of  large 
cents  to  thpse  who  are  not  familiar  with 
old  coppers.  For  these  folks,  who  may  be 
non-collectors,  or  collectors  devoted  to 
other  series  from  the  late  19th  or  the  20th  century, 
these  old  coppers  hold  but  little  intrigue.  Of  course, 
they  are  of  some  interest,  owing  either  to  their 
unusual  size  and  color,  or  to  their  age  and  historical 
significance.  But  most  people  simply  cannot  sus¬ 
tain  their  interest  long  enough  to  purchase  a  single 
large  cent,  let  alone  collect  a  complete  set  of  design 
types  or  a  full  date  set  from  1793  to  1857. 

After  all,  the  designs  on  these  coins  can  only  be 
called  beautiful  with  some  degree  of  artistic  imagi¬ 
nation  (a  few  of  the  designs  are,  in  this  writer’s 
opinion,  quite  wretched) .  The  dark  coloration  usu¬ 
ally  acquired  by  the  copper  in  large  cents  makes  the 
details  of  the  design  difficult  to  discern  at  times. 
Moreover,  the  vast  majority  of  the  large  cents 
available  for  collecting  today  are  worn,  and  most  of 
these  are  heavily  worn,  which  simply  compounds 
the  collector’s  frustration. 

Add  to  this  the  fact  that  large  cents  do  not  offer 
the  potential  for  huge  profits  that  some  invest¬ 
ment-oriented  coin  series  do,  and  it  is  no  surprise 
that  people  stay  away  in  droves. 

In  spite  of  all  of  the  above-mentioned  problems, 
a  great  many  coin  collectors  (your  author  among 
them),  find  large  cents  to  be  an  interesting,  re¬ 
warding,  and  worthwhile  pursuit.  For  these  folks, 
the  challenge  of  locating  particular  large  cent  dates 
or  types,  and  being  able  to  recognize  them  when 
they  are  encountered,  offers  reward  enough.  The 
general  scarcity  of  large  cents  is  an  essential  ele¬ 
ment  of  the  challenge.  The  excitement  of  a  find  is 
heightened  if  a  relatively  problem-free  example  is 
located  for  a  reasonable  price. 

Unfortunately,  all  too  frequently  large  cents  are 
found  to  be  corroded,  pitted,  scratched,  dented, 
cleaned,  or  otherwise  injured-apparently  this  is 
due  to  the  age  of  the  coins,  the  reactive  nature  of 
their  metal,  and  their  low  intrinsic  value,  which  led 
their  early  users  to  give  them  little  regard. 


By  Reader  “D.S.” 
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“A  collection  of  large  cents 
encompasses  all  of  the 
trials,  tribulations,  and 
triumphs  of  the  U.S.  Mint.” 

The  variability  of  toning  on  old  cents,  and  their 
tendency  to  darken  is  another  important  element 
of  challenge  for  the  connoisseur  (or  rather, 
coinisseur).  The  knowledge  of  this  characteristic 
enables  one  to  understand  the  lavish  praise  (and 
high  prices)  given  to  light  brown  cents  with  no 
problems.  Even  dark  coins  offer  the  entertainment 
of  using  a  magnifier  and  strong  light  to  “make  out” 
the  die-variety  or  to  discern  some  other  subtle 
nuance  which  may  be  unique  to  that  coin. 

The  price  stability  of  the  series  offers  reassur¬ 
ance  to  the  large-cent  enthusiast.  In  essence,  this 
means  that  if  one  takes  the  time  to  learn  how  to 
grade,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair  value  at  the  time  of 
acquisition,  then  the  prospect  of  a  market  downdraft 


wiping  out  the  value  of  a  large-cent  collection  is 
remote. 

Of  course,  in  coin  collecting,  as  in  most  things 
in  life,  nothing  is  completely  certain.  However,  it  is 
a  well-known  fact  among  coin  hobbyists  that  large 
cents  have  been  a  bellwether  for  the  overall  health 
of  the  coin  market  for  more  than  a  century.  If 
history  is  an  indicator,  then  large-cent  collectors 
can  rely  upon  steady,  if  unspectacular,  gains  from 
their  “portfolios.” 

And  since  most  large  cents  are  circulated  (espe¬ 
cially  the  issues  before  1830),  and  grading  stan¬ 
dards  are  substantially  more  reliable  for  circulated 
grades  than  for  Mint  State,  the  collector  of  old 
copper  can  avoid  the  irritation  and  anxiety  of 
ongoing  grade  “fluctuations.”  If  high-grade  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  are  the  growth-stocks  of  the  coin  world, 
then  large  cents  must  be  the  municipal  bonds  of 
coins. 

The  fact  that  many  dealers  are  not  large  cent 
enthusiasts  can  also  work  to  the  collector’s  advan¬ 
tage.  Many  scarce  or  rare  die  varieties  of  large  cents 
are  offered  at  common  prices  by  dealers  who  do 
not  make  the  effort  to  attribute  the  coins.  Often,  the 
search  of  a  dealer’s  stock  can  turn  out  to  be  the 
equivalent  of  “panning  for  gold.”  Add  to  all  this  the 
tremendous  amount  of  history  and  romance  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  minting  and  the  collecting  of  large 
cents,  and  it  becomes  clear  that  this  series  of  coins 
is  worthy  of  any  collector’s  attention.  Virtually 
every  prominent  numismatist  of  the  19th  or  20th 
century  has  completed  a  large  cent  collection  of 
some  type. 

A  collection  of  cents  encompasses  all  of  the 
trials,  tribulations,  and  triumphs  of  the  U.S.  Mint, 
and  large  cents,  more  than  any  other  U.S.  coins, 
enable  collectors  from  the  late  20th  century  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  enormous  difficulties  which 
were  confronted,  and  eventually  surmounted  by 
the  coiners  of  the  late  18th  century. 

Their  humble  products  have  survived  to  be¬ 
come  the  treasured  artifacts  of  today’s  generation 
of  collectors. 
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1863  Proof-61.  Attractive  steel  and  gunmetal- 
blue  toning.  Very  sharp.  A  nice  specimen,  for 
the  grade,  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates 
in  the  series.  Probably  worth  several  hundred 
dollars  more  than  our  price  of . 1,650.00 


Glittering  Gem  Proof  1864  Dollar 
Proof-64  (PCGS) 


1864  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 
coin,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  owned,  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  series.  Deep  mirror  Proof 
surfaces  are  very  delicately  toned.  Worthy  of 
the  finest  collection.  Still  another  prize  from 
our  recent  buying  trip,  here  offered  in  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  for  the  first  time . 7,350.00 


1867  MS-60,  prooflike.  Brilliant  surfaces.  High- 
grade  business  strikes  such  as  this  are  very 
elusive . 2,450.00 


Mint  State  1868  Dollar 


1868  MS-61  (PCGS)  Brilliant  surfaces,  some¬ 

what  prooflike.  Far  rarer  Mint  State  than  with 
Proof  finish.  A  coin  the  specialist  will  appreciate 
for  its  rarity . 4,450.00 

1869  MS-61,  prooflike.  Very  rare  in  Mint  State, 

much  more  elusive  than  Proof.  Another  prize 
item  for  the  specialist . 2,950.00 


Order  Early! 


Just  $40  for  these  books,  to  help  us 
celebrate  our  40th  anniversary!  ^ 


SUPER  BOOK  DEAL!  You’ll  really  save  on  this 
package— and  get  a  week  or  two  worth  of  great 
reading,  too!  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Market  Q  High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin 

Investment  O  Coins  and  Collectors  ©  A 
a  D£C  Basic  Guide  to  U.S. 

“4  Commemorative  Coins. 

<3  List  price  is  OVER  $59.00! 
ffl 

~  ^  Already  have  a  title  or  two? 

At  this  price,  you  can  give 
^  \  ,  ©  the  extras  to  your  friends! 

" 1  #  y  \ 

.  *  (Sorry,  this  book  offer  cannot  be  combined 

7  V  I*  with  our  standard  book  discounts!) 


Rare  1869  Dollar 


1869  MS-62  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  date  that  is 
exceedingly  rare  at  this  high  business  strike 
grade  level . 4,350.00 


Gem  Proof-64  1870  $1 


1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Abrilliant cameo 
gem,  a  superb  coin  that  will  delight  its  next 
owner  and  be  a  highlight  of  his  or  her  collec¬ 
tion.  Quality  such  as  this  is  elusive  today!  Ideal 
for  the  advanced  specialist . 8,795.00 


1870-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  high  level  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue.  Somewhat  prooflike,  as  is 


usual  for  1870-CC . 2,750.00 

1871  EF-40 . 295.00 


1871-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  coin 
with  some  traces  of  prooflike  surface;  a  prize 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in 
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the  series.  Most  collectors  would  consider 
themselves  lucky  to  acquire  an  EF  piece.  AU 
coins  are  virtually  unheard  of;  years  may  elapse 
before  we  offer  another . 19,500.00 


Incredible  Mint  State  1872-CC  $1 


1872-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Prooflike  ob¬ 
verse  almost  resembling  a  full  Proof.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  semi-prooflike.  Brilliant  and  sparkling. 
One  of  the  very  finest  known  to  exist.  Special¬ 
ists  will  be  impressed!  Where  can  you  find 
another?  An  incredible  coin  worthy  of  the  finest 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  collection . 37,900.00 


High-Grade  1872-S  Dollar 


1872-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  of  this  rare 
and  somewhat  unappreciated  issue!  4,850.00 


Landmark  1873-CC  Dollar! 


1873-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Well  struck.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  the  rarest  of  all  Carson 
City  dollars,  and  one  of  the  very  finest  known 
(no  Mint  State  coins  have  ever  been  certified,  to 
our  knowledge).  The  1873-CC  famous  in  VF  or 
EF  grade.  In  AU  preservation,  it  is  nearly  “im¬ 
possible.”  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  buyer  of  this  coin 
will  own  a  piece  which  at  this  grade  level  is 
several  times  rarer  than  an  1804!  ..42,500.00 


1846  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Published  in 

Philadelphia,  each  issue  is  multiple  pages  and  is 
full  of  interesting  news  and  advertising.  Mast¬ 
head  illustrated  with  a  line  cut  illustration  of 
the  starry  reverse  of  an  1836  Gobrecht  silver 
dollar,  the  most  prominent  item  on  the  front 
page.  Ideal  for  framing!  Just  one  copy  avail¬ 
able!  VG . 80.00 

1847  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Masthead  illus¬ 

trated  with  a  line  cut  illustration  of  an  undated 
Liberty  Seated  dollar,  the  most  prominent  item 
on  the  front  page.  Ideal  for  framing!  (We  framed 
one  for  our  own  office,  and  it  looks  great!) 
Good . 35.00 

1860  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Front-page  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  illustration  as  preceding.  Good. 
Some  staining . 25.00 

1863  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Front-page  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  illustration  as  prec.  Fine . 39.00 

1864  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Fine . 39.00 

Morgan  Dollars 

I  invite  you  to  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
your  headquarters  for  quality  Morgan  silver  dol¬ 
lars! 

Our  stock  is  extensive  and  in-depth,  and  consists 
of  coins  of  excellent  quality  hand-picked  by  me, 
Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena.  For  many  years 
we  have  helped  build  some  of  the  finest  Morgan 
dollar  collections  ever  formed.  I  know  you  will  be 
delighted! 

Thinking  about  adding  Morgan  dollars  to  your 
collection?  The  following  listing,  and  also  the  sub¬ 
sequent  “grid”  offering  of  NGC  and  PCGS  MS-63, 
64,  and  65  coins,  will  give  you  a  great  start.  How  to 
begin?  A  good  way  is  to  pick  a  grade  range,  say  one 
of  the  three  just  mentioned,  and  start  by  buying  a 
dozen  or  two  of  the  most  inexpensive  dates.  Be¬ 
yond  that  point,  you  can  order  again  or  send  us 
your  want  list,  and  we  will  gladly  ship  coins  to  you 
on  approval  at  regular  intervals. 

Now  is  a  great  time  in  the  market  to  buy  Morgan 
(and  Peace)  silver  dollars.  Prices  are  attractively 
low.  Recently,  we  have  seen  a  lot  of  buying  by 
dealers  and  old-timers — certainly  a  good  sign! 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  have  a  set  of  dollars  to 
sell,  let  us  know.  We  always  want  to  buy  quality 
collections. 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879:  • 

MS-63  (PCGS).  $325  •  MS-63,  prooflike 
(PCGS) . 475.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 . 235.00 

1878-CC:  •  MS-63.  $155  •  MS-63,  prooflike.  275.00 

1878- S:  •  MS-64.  $65  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 65.00 

1879  MS-64,  prooflike  (NGC) . 350.00 

1879- S  Reverse  of  1878:  •  MS-62  (PCGS). 

$195  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,195.00 

The  1879-S  Morgan  dollar  with  Reverse  of  1878  (parallel  top 
arrow  feather)  is  many  times  rarer  than  the  regularly  seen 
Reverse  of  1879  issue.  The  Redfield  estate  hoard,  auctioned  in 
1976,  had  a  quantity  of  these,  but  apart  from  that  group — long 
since  dispersed,  to  our  knowledge — we  know  of  no  holdings. 
John  Highfill’s  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 
(see  book  section  of  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review )  devotes 
a  chapter  to  this  coin! 

1879-S:  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS 


Cache) . 49.00 

1880-S:  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 
$49  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 119.00 


1 88 1-CC  Popular  Carson  City  issue,  and  one  of  the 
scarcer  dates  of  the  early  1880s:  •  MS-65. 


$550  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 550.00 

1881-0  MS-62 . 25.00 


1881- S:  •  MS-64.  We  just  bought  a  nice  group  of 

these  from  a  western  source.  Take  one  away — 
a  sparkling  beauty — for  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $49  •  MS-65.  $119  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache).  $119  •  MS-65,  prooflike . 195.00 

1882- CC:  •  MS-62.  $69  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $69  •  MS- 

63.  $79  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $79  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Prooflike.  $110  •  MS-64 . 125.00 

1882-0:  •  MS-62.  $29.00  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache) . 175.00 

1882- S:  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 49.00 

1883:  •  MS-63.  $39  •  MS-64.  $52  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache) . 52.00 

1883- CC  Popular  Carson  City  issue:  •  MS-61 

(PCGS).  $65  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $75  •  MS-62, 
prooflike  (PCGS).  $110  •  MS-63.  At  today’s 
price  you  can’t  afford  to  be  without!  We  re¬ 
cently  purchased  a  group,  and  offer  them  for, 
each:  $79  •  MS-64.  $109  •  MS-65 . 250.00 

1883-0:  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 
$49  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 129.00 

1883- S:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  $375  •  MS-61 

(PCGS) . 475.00 

1884  MS-64 . 65.00 

1884- CC:  •  MS-62.  $69  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $69  • 

MS-62,  prooflike  (PCGS).  $75  •  MS-63.  $79  • 
MS-64.  $105  •  MS-65 . 250.00 

1884-0:  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64 
(ANACS  Cache).  $49  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache) . 119.00 

1884- S  AU-53 . 265.00 

1885:  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $49  •  MS-65 

(ANACS  Cache) . 129.00 

1885- CC:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $245  •  MS-63.  ..255.00 

1885-0:  •  MS-61.  $22  •  Mint  State-62.  $29  •  MS- 

63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $49*  Mint  State-64  (ANACS 
Cache) . 49.00 

1885-S  MS-64.  Beautiful  and  sharp . 495.00 

1886:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  We  chose  several  dozen  of  these  from 
a  group  of  several  hundred  in  a  Midwest  hold¬ 
ing.  One  for  $49,  or  10  for  $445  •  MS-65 


(ANACS  Cache).  A  brilliant  gem . 119.00 

1886-0  AU-55 . 85.00 


1886-S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $160  •  MS-63.  .295.00 
1887:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $49  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  119.00 


Rare  1887/6-0  Dollar 
MS-63  (PCGS) 


1887/6-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty 
Very  difficult  to  find  in  this  high  grade.  A  quality 
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coin  in  every  respect!  The  rarity  of  this  overdate 
is  just  beginning  to  be  appreciated.  ..2,795.00 
1887-0:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  $39  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  A  high-quality  specimen  of  an  elusive 


New  Orleans  dollar  of  the  era . 750.00 

1887- S:  •  AU-50.  $39  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  $80  •  MS- 

62.  $129  •  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1888:  •  MS-63.  $35  •  MS-64 . 55.00 

1888- 0:  •  MS-63.  $39  •  MS-64 . 95.00 

1888- S:  •  MS-63.  $350  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 695.00 

1889- 0  MS-62 . 125.00 

1890  MS-63 . 59.00 

1890- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  beautiful! 


Just  one  in  stock  as  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 


Review  goes  to  press . 825.00 

1890- 0  MS-64 . 275.00 

1891  MS-62 . 75.00 

1891- CC:  •  AU-58.  $115  •  MS-62.  $175  •  MS-63. 

Hard  to  find  at  this  grade  level . 335.00 

1891-S:  •  MS-63.  $95  •  MS-63,  prooflike.  145.00 

1892  MS-64 . 695.00 

1893  EF-40 . 89.00 


1895- 0  AU-55.  Much  lustre  remains  in  protected 

areas.  Rare  issue . 1,150.00 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  the  1895-0  dollar  never  turned 
up  in  any  of  the  Treasury  hoards.  High  grade  specimens  are 
elusive  today  and  have  always  been  so. 

1896  MS-63 . 39.00 

1896- 0:  •  AU-50.  $110  •  AU-53.  $119  •  AU- 

55 . 140.00 


1897-0  Difficult  variety  to  obtain  in  Mint  State:  • 
MS-62.  $1,595  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  .  1,595.00 


1897-S  MS-64 . 159.00 

1898:  •  MS-62.  $35  •  MS-63 . 39.00 


1898-0:  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 
$49  •  MS-64  DMPL  (ANACS  Cache).  $235  • 


MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  $135  •  MS-65,  prooflike 
(PCGS) . 345.00 

1898- S  MS-63 . 285.00 

1899  MS-63 . 119.00 

1899- 0  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 135.00 

1899- S:  •  MS-62.  $155  •  MS-63.  We  purchased  a 

small  group  of  these — fewer  than  a  dozen — 
and  offer  them  for,  each:  . 285.00 

1900:  •  MS-63.  $39  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache). 215.00 

1900- 0:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache) . 49.00 

1900-S  MS-63 . 275.00 

1901:  •  AU-50.  $195  •  AU-55  (PCGS).  brilliant 


and  lustrous — a  coin  with  more  appeal  than 
some  MS-60  coins!  $495  •  AU-58 . 645.00 

1901- 0:  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $59  •  MS- 

65 . 265.00 

1902  MS-64 . 185.00 

1902- 0:  •  MS-62.  $29  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache).  $49  •  MS-64,  prooflike 
(NGC) . 195.00 


1902- S:  •  MS-63.  $350  •  MS-64 . 650.00 

1903:  •  AU-58.  $25  •  MS-63 . 49.00 

1903- 0  MS-64 . 195.00 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS) . 175.00 


Gem  Proof  1904  Dollar 


1904  Proof-65.  A  splendid  gem  coin  with 
light  lilac,  gray,  and  iridescent  toning.  Scarce 
date . 4,350.00 


1904-0:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $49  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache) . 49.00 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65,  prooflike  (NGC) .  We’ve 
seen  coins  of  this  quality  offered  as  Proof  on 
several  occasions.  Order  it  on  approval,  and  we 
believe  you  will  agree  that  it  is  fully  equal  to 
certain  “Zerbe  Proofs”  on  the  market.  A  find  for 


just . 1,395.00 

1921-D  MS-64 . 85.00 

1921-S  MS-62 . 35.00 


MORGAN  SILVER  DOLLARS 
1878-1921 

PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 

I  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Morgan 
dollars  against  the  following  “grid.”  Mark  Borckardt, 
Ray  Merena,  and  I  try  our  best  to  maintain  our 
stock  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  pieces  as  com¬ 
plete  as  possible,  at  least  for  the  more  popular 
varieties.  However,  the  demand  for  these  is  great, 
and  high-quality  coins  must  be  cherrypicked  one  at 
time.  If  you  are  already  a  collector  of  Morgan 
dollars,  use  this  listing  to  fill  in  the  dates  you  need. 
If  you  have  not  yet  begun  a  collection,  this  is  an 
ideal  time  to  start!  Each  has  been  certified  by  NGC 
or  PCGS. 

Each  coin  is  of  hand-picked  quality,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  lightly  toned,  and  is  an  aesthetically 
pleasing  example.  Often,  we  have  to  inspect  five, 
10,  or  even  more  coins  to  find  one  that  fits  our 
discriminating  requirements  for  Premium  Quality. 
These  cost  more  than  generic  quality  (and  cost  us 
more  when  we  buy  them),  but  we  consider  the 
difference  to  be  worth  it.  We  know  you  will  find 
Bowers  and  Merena  PREMIUM  QUALITY  to  be  the 
finest  anywhere  for  the  grades  we  list.  And,  of 
course,  each  Bowers  and  Merena  silver  dollar  comes 
to  you  with  our  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion.  We  sell  as  many  or  more  selected  Uncircu¬ 
lated  silver  dollars  as  any  dealer  in  America,  and 
the  reason  is  that  we  deliver  quality — and  buyers 
keep  coming  back  for  more!  At  today’s  low  market 
prices,  and  with  Bowers  and  Merena  quality,  these 
coins  are  irresistible!  — Dave  Bowers 


Morgan 
Silver  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$85 

$285 

$1,495 

1878  7/8  TF 

145 

550 

1878  7  TF 

79 

235 

1,250 

1878-CC 

155 

295 

1,395 

1878-S 

39 

65 

295 

1879 

55 

145 

1,695 

1879-0 

695 

1879-S 

34 

49 

119 

1880 

49 

155 

1880-CC 

195 

275 

750 

1880-0 

425 

1,250 

1880-S 

34 

49 

119 

1881 

145 

1881-CC 

295 

550 

1881-0 

49 

250 

2,650 

1881-S 

34 

49 

119 

1882 

45 

119 

650 

1882-CC 

79 

125 

295 

1882-0 

45 

175 

1,450 

1882-S 

34 

49 

119 

1883 

52 

165 

1883-CC 

79 

109 

250 

1883-0 

49 

129 

1883-S 

3,650 

1884 

39 

65 

. 

350 

1884-CC 

79 

105 

250 

1884-0 

34 

49 

1885 

39 

129 

1885-CC 

255 

310 

695 

1885-0 

34 

49 

119 

1885-S 

225 

495 

2,495 

1886 

34 

49 

119 

1886-0 

1,650 

1886-S 

295 

625 

1887 

12 

49 

119 

1887-0 

195 

750 

1887-S 

275 

625 

1888 

55 

235 

1888-0 

39 

95 

850 

1888-S 

350 

1889 

65 

625 

1889-0 

250 

695 

1889-S 

260 

425 

1,495 

1890 

295 

3,650 

1890-CC 

450 

1890-0 

79 

275 

1890-S 

85 

235 

995 

1891 

145 

750 

1891-CC 

335 

675 

1891-0 

750 

6,950 

1891-S 

95 

265 

1,395 

1892 

295 

695 

1892-CC 

775 

.tb  'Sci  ttt  Jrur' 
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Morgan 
Silver  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1892-0 

$595 

1893 

1,195 

1894-0 

$2,950 

4,495 

1896 

49 

$195 

1897 

69 

395 

1897-S 

75 

159 

550 

1898 

39 

275 

1898-0 

34 

49 

135 

1898-S 

285 

525 

1899 

210 

1,395 

1899-0 

34 

49 

135 

1899-S 

495 

1,695 

1900 

49 

215 

1900-0 

34 

165 

1900-0/  CC 

419 

695 

1,950 

1900-S 

275 

465 

2,350 

1901-0 

59 

265 

1901-S 

750 

1902 

69 

185 

695 

1902-0 

34 

49 

195 

1902-S 

350 

650 

1903 

49 

65 

295 

1903-0 

435 

1904 

175 

595 

1904-0 

34 

49 

125 

1921  Morgan 

28 

39 

175 

1921-D 

39 

85 

325 

1921-S 

195 

2,250 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  DEAL! 

Buy  5  or  more  different  Morgan  silver  dollars 
from  this  listing,  varieties  of  your  choice,  and  take 
a  5%  discount  from  the  total;  buy  10  or  more 
different  and  take  a  7%  discount;  buy  20  or  more 
different  and  take  an  8%  discount! 

Peace  Dollars 


I  like  Peace  dollars.  The  series  is  compact,  with 
just  24  regular  date  and  mintmark  varieties  to 
collect.  While  there  is  a  demand  for  Peace  dollars 
in  all  grades,  I  particularly  like  MS-63  and  MS-64. 
Some  of  these  are  selling  for  fractions  of  their  highs 
a  few  years  ago.  Now  that  all  of  the  “amateur 
competition”  from  investors  is  largely  gone,  you 
can  settle  down  and  build  a  set  of  Peace  dollars  for 
a  reasonable  price.  I  know  of  several  sets  being  put 
together  by  dealers,  who  must  share  my  feeling  that 
prices  are  indeed  inexpensive.  In  this  listing  you 
will  find  a  wide  selection.  Take  advantage  of  it.  — 
Dave  Bowers. 

1921  Peace:  •  AU-50.  $85  •  MS-64 . 495.00 


1922-D  MS-63 . 49.00 

1924  MS-64  (NGC) . 59.00 

1925  MS-64 . 59.00 

1926  MS-65 . 595.00 

1926-D  MS-64 . 235.00 


ONE  OF  A  KIND:  With  the  exception  of  some  of 
the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  Morgan  and  Peace 
dollars,  and  commemoratives  priced  less  than  $200 
per  coin  (of  these  we  try  to  keep  a  really  in-depth 
stock),  many  if  not  most  items  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock.  If  you  see 
something  of  interest,  order  it  as  early  as  you  can. 
It  would  also  help  if  you  have  a  list  of  second 
choices  at  your  fingertips  when  you  call — or  on 
your  order  blank  if  you  write.  These  will  be  used 
only  if  the  first  item  requested  has  been  sold.  This 
will  aid  us  in  more  completely  filling  your  order.  — 
Gail  Watson,  Order  Department. 


1926-S  MS-64 . 295.00 

1927  MS-63 . 135.00 


1927-D  Special  Purchase:  Going!  Going!  Almost 
gone!  As  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes 
to  press,  we  are  sold  out  of  certain  grades.  As 
you  may  know,  for  years  the  1927-D  has  been 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  elusive  Peace 
dollars  in  Mint  State.  In  1982,  Wayne  Miller 
wrote  that  no  rolls  or  bags  were  in  the  Redfield 
estate.  In  June  1992,  Sotheby’s  auctioned  a 
remarkable  group  of  2,500  1927-D  dollars:  a 
long-hidden  cache  that  had  been  laid  away 
since  the  year  of  issue.  Buyers  had  a  field  day  at 
the  Sotheby  sale,  and  in  a  matter  of  minutes,  all 
were  sold.  Dave  Bowers  had  the  good  fortune  of 
being  able  to  cherrypick  the  finest  quality  coins 
from  one  of  the  main  buyers  at  the  Sotheby  sale. 
By  paying  a  premium,  he  was  able  to  buy  the 
best  coins  in  the  lot!  Each  coin  we  offer  here  is 
brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling,  and  among  the 
finest  of  its  grade  level  ever  certified  by  PCGS. 
Act  quickly,  for  we  expect  these  to  sell  out  soon ! 
•  MS-60  (PCGS).  $159  •  MS-61  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  beautiful.  These  are  going  fast — 
just  as  we  predicted  they  would!  Just  23  remain 
as  we  go  to  press!  Limit:  one  per  client  for  just 
$195  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  real  value,  in  our 
opinion,  as  these  MS-62  coins  are  just  a  whisper 
away  from  MS-63,  but  are  only  about  half  the 
price!  As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  just  17  left! 
Limit:  one  per  client.  $235  •  MS-63.  The  finest 
grade  we  bought  from  the  Sotheby  hoard. 
Splendid !  As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  fewer  than 

a  half  dozen! . 345.00 

1928:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Popular  low-mintage  date. 
$210  •  MS-63 . 285.00 


Need  Your  Coins 


(or  Numismatic  Books) 
Delivered  Overnight? 


B 


owers  and  Merena  is  now 
offering  overnight  delivery 
of  coins  (or  ask  about  our 
book  rates)  as  a  special  service  for 
established  clients.  Simply  add  $10, 
and  we’ll  send  your  order  to  your 
street  address  via  overnight  deliv¬ 
ery!  (Sorry,  no  box  numbers.)  Please 
request  this  service  when  ordering. 


1934  MS-64 . 310.00 

1934- D  MS-61 . 95.00 

1935- S  MS-63 . 265.00 


SELECTED  PEACE  DOLLARS 

Our  “grid”  listing  of  hand-picked  PCGS  and  NGC 
certified  Peace  dollars  is  given  below.  Each  is 
brilliant  or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  is  an 
aesthetically  pleasing  example.  You’ll  be  delighted 
with  our  quality!  Use  this  opportunity  to  build  a  set 
in  the  grade  of  your  choice. 

If  you  want  grades  other  than  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65,  or  want  coins  other  than  NGC  or  PCGS, 
please  see  our  earlier  listing. 


Peace 

Silver  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$325 

$495 

1922 

1922-D 

49 

$850 

1922-S 

65 

295 

1923 

59 

175 

1923-D 

325 

1923-S 

65 

425 

1924 

32 

1924-S 

395 

1925 

25 

185 

1925-S 

165 

650 

1926 

595 

1926-D 

119 

235 

995 

1926-S 

75 

295 

1927 

135 

350 

1927-D 

345 

795 

1927-S 

725 

1928 

595 

1928-S 

425 

1934 

165 

310 

1934-D 

175 

525 

2,150 

1934-S 

3,650 

1935 

265 

1935-S 

1,295 

Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollar 

1979-S  Type  II.  Proof-65.  Cameo . 75.00 


Enjoying  His  Coins 

The  following  letter  is  from  D.K.  in  Ohio: 

“Dear  Ken  (Spatola): 

“Many,  many  thanks  for  the  beautiful  1928 
Hawaiian  and  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  half 
dollars  that  you  sent  to  me  recently.  1  am 
enjoying  them  very  much! 

“I  would  now  like  to  obtain  a  1921  Missouri 
in  MS-63  grade.  1  am  enclosing  my  check  for  the 
price  you  listed  it  for  a  few  weeks  ago.  I  hope  the 
coin  is  still  available.  If  some  adjustment  is 
necessary,  please  let  me  know  and  I  will  send 
extra.  Thank  you  for  your  fine  help  with  my 
collection.  It  is  very  much  appreciated.” 
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Did  Yon  Know? 

A  diverse  and  varied  compendium 
of  unusual  numismatic  curiosa! 


zechoslovakia,  after  74  years  as  a  coun¬ 
try,  passed  out  of  existence  on  midnight, 
December  31,  1992? 

>■  Did  you  know  that  within  the 
present  continental  borders  of  the  United  States 
there  was  once  an  independent  country  located — 
and,  moreover,  it  issued  its  own  coinage?  There 
was — and  we  are  referring  to  Vermont,  set  up  in 
1777,  and  which  did  not  join  the  Union  until  1791. 
Copper  coinage  dated  1785-1788  was  produced 
under  contract  to  the  Vermont  government. 

>  Liberty  Seated  dollars  of  the  year  1844 
are  different  from  all  others  inasmuch  as  each 
element  in  the  shield  on  the  obverse  has  four 
stripes  rather  than  the  usual  three — due  to  dou¬ 
bling  during  the  die  manufacturing  process. 

>  There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  1878  8  over 
7  tailfeathers  Morgan  dollar,  although  the  nomen¬ 
clature  lives  on.  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  makes  note  of  the  fact  that 
the  tail  feathers  seen  under  the  seven  feathers  are 
never  eight  in  number,  are  not  arranged  the  same 
as  they  are  on  8  tailfeathers  dollars,  and,  in  any 
event,  the  8  tailfeathers  die  had  many  other  topo¬ 
logical  differences — spacing  of  wreath  and  motto 
in  relation  to  eagle,  etc.,  than  just  the  tail  feathers. 
We  will  probably  continue  to  use  the  nomenclature 
“1878  7  over  8  tailfeathers”  in  our  listings  and 
catalogues  until  the  new  suggested  term,  “1878 
seven  over  other  feathers,”  catches  on  (if  indeed  it 
ever  does). 

>-  A  Liberty  Head  nickel  really  should  be 
called  a  Liberty  Head  copper,  for  copper  constitutes 
75%  of  the  alloy,  while  nickel  is  only  25%. 

>  Speaking  of  nickels,  Shield  nickels  with 
rays  on  the  reverse  used  to  be  called  the  “stars  and 
bars”  design — a  term  found  in  19th-century  cata¬ 
logues.  Somehow,  this  seems  more  appropriate 
than  “rays.” 

>•  Did  you  know  the  term  Liberty  Seated, 

used  in  the  Guide  Book  and  as  the  title  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  has  not  been  adopted 
by  everyone  and,  for  example,  the  editorial  style  of 
The  Numismatist,  has  been  to  call  them  “Seated 
Liberty”  coins.  Similarly,  what  the  Guide  Book  now 
calls  Standing  Liberty  quarters  were  nearly  univer¬ 
sally  called  Liberty  Standing  quarters  years  ago. 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  used  to  be  called 


Liberty  Standing  half  dollars.  Today  they  are  nearly 
always  called  Liberty  Walking,  except  sometimes 
we  see  it  in  print  as  Walking  Liberty  or,  in  slang, 
“Walkers.”  According  to  the  Mint  Report  for  1916, 
Liberty  is  actually  striding.  How  does  “Liberty  Strid¬ 
ing”  half  dollars  sound? 

>•  Speaking  of  nomenclature,  the  Society 
for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins  recently 
mounted  a  “campaign”  through  Randall  Jack  Moore, 
publisher  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  to  persuade 
numismatic  periodicals,  writers,  authors,  and  pub¬ 
lishers,  to  call  commemorative  half  dollars  of  the 
1951-1954  design  Carver-Washington  half  dollars, 
which  is  what  the  issuing  commission,  govern¬ 
ment,  and  everyone  else  called  them  when  they 
first  came  out.  They  are  not  Washington-Carver 
half  dollars  but,  once  again,  Carver-Washington 
half  dollars.  The  other  day  we  purchased  a  cloth 
bag  marked  “Carver  Wash¬ 
ington  half  dollars”  across 
the  front — originally  con¬ 
taining  $500  face  value 
worth  of  1952-dated 
coins,  an  addition  to  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  Commemorative 
Educational  Exhibit. 

>-  Did  you  know — 
you  probably  do  know — 
that  Morgan  silver  dollars 
are  the  most  popular  se¬ 
ries  in  America  today? 

What  was  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  series  in  1860?  Would 
you  believe  tokens  and 
medals  portraying  George 
Washington? 

>•  Did  you  know 
that  collecting  buildings  as  portrayed  on  coins 
can  be  an  interesting  pursuit?  This  was  brought  to 
mind  recently  when  a  friend  whose  husband  is  an 
architect  asked  this  question:  “Do  any  United  States 
coins  have  buildings  on  them?”  From  the  mysteri¬ 
ous  courthouse  or  granaryf?)  shown  on  an  early 
Virginia  token  of  1713-1 714,  down  to  such  modern 
depictions  as  Eisenhower’s  Gettysburg  home  on 
the  reverse  of  the  1990  Eisenhower  centennial 
dollar,  many  structures  have  been  illustrated,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  commemorative  series.  Perhaps  Bill 


Fivaz,  who  is  very  handy  with  a  camera  and  who 
furnishes  lots  of  interesting  illustrations  to  The 
Commemorative  Trail  magazine,  might  want  to 
take  pictures  of  buildings  on  commemoratives  and 
use  them  as  a  topic  for  an  issue  in  that  journal  (or, 
if  the  editor  isn’t  interested,  send  the  article  here 
and  we’ll  publish  it). 

>-  Did  you  know  that  collectors  of  early 
half  dollars  can  be  very  grateful  that  the  United 
States  Mint  did  not  have  a  press  suitable  for  striking 
silver  dollars  until  May  1795?  It  struck  a  few  silver 
dollars  in  October  1794,  but  the  results  were  not 
satisfactory,  and  coinage  was  suspended  until  a 
larger  press  could  be  obtained.  In  the  meantime, 
depositors  of  silver  bullion  continued  to  request 
the  largest  silver  coin  of  the  realm,  the  mantle  of 
which  had  fallen  upon  the  half  dollar  denomina¬ 
tion.  Accordingly,  large  numbers  of  half  dollars 
were  struck  from  late  1 794  to  early  1795 — forming 
the  reason  why  there  are  so  many  die  varieties 
today.  Once  a  suitable  silver  dollar  press  was  on 
hand  and  up  and  running,  silver  half  dollar  coinage 
was  suspended  (in  June  1795)  and  did  not  resume 
until  1797,  in  which  year  just  a  few  1796-  and 
1797-dated  halves  were  made,  after  which  there 
was  no  other  half  dollar  coinage  until  1801. 

>-  Did  you  know — actually,  you  wouldn’t  be 
expected  to  know  this — that  one  of  our  clients  has 
a  very  beautiful  Ephraim  Brasher  silver  creamer 
from  the  late  18th  century,  for  which  he  wants 
$4,000  from  us?  It  is  nicely  hallmarked  with  two 
“EB”  stamps,  one  on  each  side  of  the  rectangular 
square  base.  If  a  Rare  Coin  Review  reader  would  like 
it  for  a  10%  advance,  or  $4,400,  give  Dave  Bowers 
a  call. 

>  Did  you  know  that  cents  and  nickel  five- 
cent  pieces  were  rarely  used  on  the  West  Coast 
during  the  19th  century?  Small  transactions  were 
conducted  in  silver  coins — never  mind  the  need  for 

change  in  “pennies.”  This 
is  why  one-cent  pieces 
were  not  struck  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  until 
1908  and  nickel  five-cent 
pieces  were  not  struck 
there  until  1912.  West¬ 
erners  had  their  own  way 
of  doing  things,  and  they 
didn’t  like  paper  money 
either — notes  were  sel¬ 
dom  seen  on  the  West 
Coast  during  the  1850s 
and  early  1860s,  a  period 
in  which  the  East  was  lit¬ 
erally  flooded  with  them. 

>•  And,  did  you 
know,  that  in  their 
time,  large  cents  did  not 
circulate  in  the  West  at 
all?  Your  editor  can  find  no  contemporary  refer¬ 
ence  of  them  ever  having  been  used  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  for  example — and,  according  to  Mint  re¬ 
ports,  weren’t  popular  in  the  deep  South  either. 
The  prime  areas  of  distribution  seem  to  have  been 
from  about  Virginia  northward,  and  west  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  However,  at  least  one  large  cent  made  it  to  the 
Pacific  coast,  for  history  tells  us  that  a  certain  town 
in  Oregon  was  to  be  named  either  Boston  or 
Portland,  depending  on  which  of  two  transplanted 
New  Englanders  won  a  toss  of  a  large  cent. 
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Trade  Dollars 


Among  Finest  1877-CC  Trade  $1 
MS-63  (PCGS) 


1877-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty, 
and  lustrous.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  of  this 
issue  ever  certified.  Nearly  all  of  this  mintage 
went  to  China.  Very  few  were  saved  in  Mint 
State,  and  only  a  handful  survive  today  at  this 
high  level.  Another  prize  from  our  recent  buy¬ 
ing  trip.  The  owner  wanted  $12,000  for  it,  but 
as  we  later  bought  it  as  part  of  a  large  group,  we 
priced  it  differently — for  a  very  reasonable  (we 
believe)  price  of . 5,495.00 


1878-CC  Trade  Dollar 


Gem  1873  Trade  Dollar 


1873  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  very  attractive.  A  prize  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  this  denomination.  As  a  date,  a 
Mint  State  1 873  is  at  least  a  couple  dozen  times 
rarer  than  1875-S,  for  example . 6,950.00 


1873  AU-58.  Attractive  light  iridescent  toning. 
First  year  of  issue  of  this  highly  successful  silver 
denomination.  This  coin  will  be  a  great  addi¬ 
tion  to  your  type  set . 695.00 


1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  series  at 
this  grade  level,  the  lowest-mintage  issue  of  all 
business  strike  trade  dollars.  Somewhat  con¬ 
servatively  graded,  earlier  graded  MS-65  by  the 
International  Numismatic  Society. .  15,950.00 


1873- S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 

a  suggestion  of  light  golden  toning  on  the 
obverse.  The  1 873-S  trade  dollars  were  shipped 
nearly  in  their  entirety  to  China.  Mint  State 
coins  are  rare  today . 1,295.00 

1874:  •  Proof-62  (PCGS).  $2,250  •  Proof-63 
(PCGS).  Elusive  and  undervalued;  second  rar¬ 
est  (after  1873)  Proof  trade  dollar  of  the  1873- 
1883  era  in  terms  of  availability . 2,675.00 

1874- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Another  important 

offering . 1,850.00 

1874- S  MS-62  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 

men  of  this  early  San  Francisco  issue.  Add  it  to 
your  collection  for . 1,750.00 

1875- CC  Type  I/I:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  Minor 

Reverse  Doubling.  $895  •  MS-61/62.  Brilliant 
and  frosty.  Very  attractive.  $1,195  •  MS-62 
(PCGS) . 1,395.00 

1875- S  Type  I/I:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  $549  •  MS- 

62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden 
toning.  $1,095  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  Nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 1,450.00 

1876- CC  Type  I  Obverse.  Type  II  Reverse:  • 

EF-45.  $325  •  AU-50 . 475.00 

1876-S  Trade  Dollar 


1878-S:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning. 
Last  year  of  business  strike  mintage.  $1,195  • 

MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,950.00 

1879:  •  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Lightlilacand  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Very  pleasing.  Popular  Proof-only 
date.  $1,495  •  Proof-62.  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  attractive  light  golden  toning  around  the 

borders . 1,650.00 

1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  gunmetal- 
blue  and  gray  toning  over  mirror  Proof  sur¬ 
faces.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  attractive  light 
golden  toning  around  the  borders. ...  1,995.00 

Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  Dollar 


1876-S  Type  I/I:  •  MS-64.  A  sharply  struck  and 
very  attractive  example.  $3,395  •  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 3,395.00 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
trade  dollar.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,695.00 


1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  Proof  is  a  real 

beauty . 3,450.00 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  coin  with 
beautiful  light  blue  and  lilac  toning  over  deep 
mirror  Proof  surfaces,  one  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  this  highly  prized,  low-  mintage 
date.  A  coin  the  connoisseur  will  appreciate 


both  for  its  quality  and  value . 7,750.00 

1882  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Beautiful  lilac  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  A  superb  example  of  this  rare 
and  desired  Proof-only  issue . 2.195.00 


Prooflike  Gem  1877-S  Trade  $1 


1877-S  MS-64  (NGC).  With  nearly  full  prooflike 
surfaces,  a  very  rare  situation  for  a  trade  dollar! 
A  prize  coin  for  the  connoisseur  of  prooflike 
issues.  If  you  want  a  superb  coin  for  your  type 
set,  this  will  fill  the  bill  exactly . 4,495.00 

Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878.  Rare  and  desirable.  First  of  the  Proof-only 
issues.  Proof-64.  Very  attractive . 3,450.00 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin  is 
authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee  for¬ 
ever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 
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United  States 


Coins  for  Sale 


One-Dollar  Gold 


1849  No  L.  Open  wreath.  Small  Head.  MS- 

62.  A  lustrous  and  very  attractive  specimen  of 
the  first  year  of  issue.  Design  by  James  B. 


Longacre . 875.00 

1849  Closed  Wreath.  MS-61 . 495.00 


1851-D  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  Rare  so  fine.  Dahlonega  Mint  gold  dollars 


are  rarely  seen  this  fine . 1,895.00 

1853-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant, 
and  frosty.  Scarce  so  nice . 1,295.00 


1855-C  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 


1855-C  EF-40  (NGC).  Many  times  rarer  than  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  version  of  this  date,  this 
1855-C  is  one  of  our  favorites  among  the  many 
fine  gold  coins  we  have  added  to  our  inventory 
lately . 2,650.00 


Very  Rare  1856-D  $1  Gold 


1856-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  in  bright  yellow  gold,  one  of  the  finest  to 
come  on  the  market  in  our  generation.  Highly 
j  important  and  highly  prized  Dahlonega  gold 
dollar  rarity . 6,250.00 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  over 
30  dedicated  professionals  are  on  hand  to 
provide  what  we  consider  to  be  the  finest  value, 
quality,  and  service  in  the  coin  hobby  today. 

I  Join  our  “family”  of  happy  customers! 


1860-D  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 


1860-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  beautiful 
specimen,  struck  in  bright  yellow  gold,  of  one  of 
the  most  famous  rarities  in  the  gold  dollar 
series.  This  coin  will  be  a  highlight  in  the 
collection  of  its  new  owner . 4,450.00 


Important  1865  Gold  Dollar 


1865  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  very 
attractive  Mint  State  coin.  As  such,  here  is  one 
of  the  most  desired  business  strike  issues  among 
Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollars . 4,450.00 

Only  a  few  Mint  State  1863  gold  dollars  exist.  Although 
Proofs  were  deliberately  saved  by  collectors,  business  strikes 
were  generally  ignored.  A  century  later,  when  they  became 
appreciated,  nearly  all  had  disappeared.  In  the  course  of 
handling  many  specialized  gold  dollar  collections  over  the 
years,  we  have  owned  very  few  Uncirculated  specimens  of  this 
date. 


1871  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Attractive;  a  coin  with  a  high  degree  of  asethetic 
appeal.  Very  scarce  in  Mint  State.  A  very  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  ...  1,850.00 

Quarter  Etigles 

1835  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  quarter 
eagle  from  the  second  year  of  the  Classic  Head 
type . 595.00 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 

i-(io:u')(i!)-r,3i!) 


Gold 


1839-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  With  much  original 
mint  lustre  still  remaining.  Difficult  to  locate  at 
this  grade  level.  This  is  the  only  New  Orleans 

issue  of  the  Classic  Head  design . 2,895.00 

1846-D  VF-25.  Lightly  cleaned,  but  very  pleasing 
nonetheless.  Your  complete  satisfaction  is  guar¬ 
anteed,  as  always . 795.00 


1847-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rare  Dahlonega  issue. 
Very  sharply  struck . 2,650.00 

Rare  1853-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1853-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Avery  attractive  speci¬ 
men  with  lustre  in  the  protected  areas  of  the 
design.  Rare . 3,195.00 

1856  EF-45 . 199.00 

1868-S  AU-50.  A  lustrous  example  of  this  scarce 
issue.  David  Akers,  in  his  analysis  of  quarter 
eagles,  reported  an  overage  grade  of  VF-29  for 
the  1868-S!  . 1,395.00 

1878  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1879  AU-50 . 210.00 

1902  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous.  .475.00 

1903  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Frosty,  lustrous, 

and  beautiful . 425.00 


1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  cameo-like,  brilliant 
gem.  Another  of  our  many  new  purchases  for 

this  Rare  Coin  Review . 2,195.00 

1908  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First 
year  of  issue  of  the  design . 315.00 
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191 1-D:  •  EF-40  (PCGS).  The  key  issue  in  the 
Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  series,  the  coin  ev¬ 
eryone  wants.  A  particularly  nice  example! 


$975  •  AU-50 . 1,295.00 

1914-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395.00 


1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  We  just  acquired  a  small 
group  of  these,  probably  kept  together  since  the 
time  of  issue.  Buy  one  for  only  $475  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  From  an  old-time  group  recently  ac¬ 
quired.  Buy  one  for  only  $1,275  •  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 2,950.00 

1925-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Last  Denver  Mint  quarter 

eagle . 465.00 

1928:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  $315  •  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 465.00 

1929  Last  year  that  the  denomination  was  issued: 

•  MS-61  (PCGS).  $335  •  MS-62  (NGC).  $465 

•  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  mint  brilliance.  Last 

year  of  the  denomination . 1,250.00 


1834  Plain  4.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1838  VF-35  (PCGS) . 495.00 


Attractive  1838-D  Half  Eagle 


1838-D  EF-45  (PCI).  Sharply  struck  and  very 
attractive.  Mintmark  D  on  obverse.  First  year  of 

coinage  for  the  Dahlonega  Mint . 3,850.00 

1840  EF-40  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous.  A  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  Liberty  Head  date.  ...465.00 

1842-C  Large  Date.  VF-30 . 975.00 

1846-D/D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rare  Dahlonega  Mint 
issue.  The  D  mintmark  was  first  punched  in  the 
wrong  position,  and  then  corrected.  Both 
mintmarks.are  visible! . 1,495.00 


1852  MS-60  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant. 
Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade  level!  ..2,750.00 

1868-S:  •  VF-30  (PCI).  $795  •  VF-35. .  995.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some 
really  great  buys  on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  There  is  no  substitue  for  knowl¬ 
edge,  as  they  say. 


Splendid  Gem  1879  $5 


1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  In  the  PCGS  Population 
Report  of  December  1992,  eight  coins  have  been 


graded  MS-64  and  two  higher . 5,500.00 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS) . 435.00 


1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous.  One  of 

the  nicest  to  come  on  the  market . 1,950.00 

1885  MS-62  (NGC) . 450.00 

1886-S  MS-60 . 225.00 

1892-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Original  mint  lustre 

remains  around  the  borders . 415.00 

1901/O-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate 
issue . 475.00 


1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 


trous!  A  prize  item.  Rare  so  nice . 1,950.00 

1904  MS-61  (PCGS) . 295.00 


1906-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 
attractive  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  coinage 
from  the  newly  opened  Denver  Mint.  ..425.00 


Rare  1798/7  9x4  Stars  Eagle 
EF-40  (PCGS) 


1798/7  9x4  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Among  early  $10  pieces  this  is  one  of  the  very 
rarest.  The  total  mintage  for  the  variety  was  just 
900  pieces!  The  coin  is  sharply  struck  and  very 
beautiful.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  handled 
of  this  rare  issue.  A  wonderful  combination  of 
rarity,  desirability,  and  lovely  aesthetic  appeal 
all  wrapped  up  in  one  piece . 18,900.00 


Remarkable  1804  $10  Rarity 
MS-61  (PCGS) 


1804  MS-61  (PCGS).  Original  strik¬ 
ing.  The  gold  coin  specialist  will  be  excited 
about  this  coin!  The  year  1804  is  the  rarest 
among  $10  pieces  of  the  early  19th  century, 
and  the  few  originals  that  exist  are  apt  to  be  in 
VF  and  EF,  with  a  very  occasional  AU.  Here  is  a 
coin  which  is  superb  Uncirculated,  one  of  the 
very  finest  known!  Even  the  finest  collections  of 
gold  coins  often  did  not  have  an  original  1804 
eagle  to  match  this  one . 39,500.00 


1839  Head  of  1838,  Large  Letters.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Scarce  and  important  early  issue.  The 
Head  of  ’38  is  placed  differently  on  the  coin 
than  is  the  portrait  in  later  years.  Still  another 
of  the  hundred  of  new  purchases  listed  in  this 


Rare  Coin  Review . 2,150.00 

1853-0  EF-40  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1879-S  F-15 . 215.00 

1880  AU-50 . 245.00 

1893  MS-62  (NGC) . 550.00 


1901:  •  MS-63  $1,895  •  MS-63  (PCGS)  We 

have  just  purchased  five  matched  MS-63  coins 
certified  by  PCGS,  part  of  a  group  of  this  date 
including  a  few  MS-64  coins  as  well.  Buy  a 
splendid  MS-63  for  only:  $1,895  •  MS-64 
(PCGS).  From  a  group  of  four  coins  recently 

acquired.  Each,  while  they  last:  . 2,850.00 

1901-S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  We  recently  pur¬ 
chased  a  small  hoard  of  PCGS  coins  in  this 
specific  grade.  Just  four  are  left  as  we  go  to 
press  with  this  Rare  Coin  Review  Buy  one  for 
your  type  set  for  only:  $525  •  MS-63  (NGC) . 
Just  one  of  these  is  available . 1,750.00 
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Market  View 

A  “ whirlwind ”  of  action 
at  the  1993  F.U.N.  Convention 

By  Chris  Karstedt 


went  with  the  “auction  crew”  to  the  Florida 
United  Numismatists  Convention  in  Or¬ 
lando — and  experienced  four  days  of 
whirlwind  activity.  The  auction,  which 
showcased  the  Van  Arsdall  and  Antelope  Valley 
Collections,  was  a  great  success.  On  opening  night, 
Thursday  at  7,  the  room  was  packed.  Dave  Bowers, 
who  was  set  to  make  some  introductory  announce¬ 
ments  from  the  podium,  saw  a  lot  of  people  stand¬ 
ing,  and  called  for  reinforcements  in  the  form  of 
extra  chairs.  Even  after  this  was  done,  more  people 
arrived.  It  was  quite  a  show! 

Even  before  the  sale  started,  there  were  thou¬ 
sands  of  book  bids.  Interest  seemed  to  be  especially 
strong  in  the  areas  of  silver  dollars  and  gold  coins, 
but  there  was  no  section  of  the  sale  overlooked.  I 
think  it  is  a  good  market  indicator  that  the  suc¬ 
cessful  bids  were  not  concentrated  just  among  a 
few,  but  were  spread  over  hundreds  of  people  who 
competed  from  all  over  the  world. 

While  I  spent  most  of  my  time  at  the  auction,  I 
did  go  into  the  bourse  area,  where  during  the  day, 
when  the  auction  wasn’t  in  session,  Dave  Bowers 
was  holding  forth  at  table  no.  304,  along  with  Mark 
Borckardt  and,  as  time  permitted,  Ray  Merena  and 
Gail  Watson.  Ray  was  wearing  two  or  three  hats, 
and  was  talking  to  bidders,  prospective  consignors 
to  our  next  sale,  working  on  last-minute  bid  sheets, 
and  doing  a  dozen  other  things. 

On  the  auction  staff,  Cynthia  Lassiter,  Elaine 
Dionne,  Laurel  Morrill,  and  Gail  Watson  were 
likewise  busy,  while  Don  Snyder  was  checking  in 
bidders,  approving  credit,  and  handling  other  fi¬ 
nancial  duties. 

Pick  and  choose 

Every  time  I  went  to  the  bourse,  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  table  had  three  or  four  people  waiting  their 
turn  to  buy  or  sell.  Once  when  I  was  there,  I  saw 
Mark  with  a  pile  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars.  The 
ones  visible  on  top  certainly  looked  beautiful! 
Dave,  who  likes  to  buy  coins  even  more  than  he 
likes  to  sell  them,  got  hold  of  a  large  stock  of 
commemoratives,  and  by  offering  to  pay  a  pre¬ 
mium,  was  allowed  to  pick  and  choose.  I  heard  him 
tell  the  owner  that  in  his  opinion  commemorative 
halves  of  the  1920s  are  largely  undervalued,  and 
that  high  grade  pieces  are  hard  to  find. 

The  coin  market  is  sometimes  hard  to  figure 


out.  Mark  and  Dave  had  some  want  lists  for  MS-63 
1934-S  Peace  dollars  and  would  have  bought  a  half 
dozen  if  they  could,  but  all  they  could  find  were 
higher  grade  coins  such  as  MS-64  and  MS-65! 
When  I  left  the  show  on  Saturday  noon,  they  had 
not  even  seen,  let  alone  had  the  opportunity  to  buy, 
a  single  MS-63! 

A  lot  of  time  was  spent  by  them  in  filling  in 
spaces  in  our  “grid”  listings  for  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars,  Morgan  and  Peace  silver  dollars,  and  silver 
commemoratives. 

A  nice  tone  to  the  market 

As  advertising  director  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  1  am  in  a  position  to  see  how  well  our 
catalogues  and  price  lists  are  doing.  1  don’t  think  1 
am  telling  a  secret  when  I  say  that  our  most  recent 
Rare  Coin  Review  was  one  of  the  best  ever,  and  our 
recent  “Mail  Order  Bourse”  and  other  listings  have 
also  done  exceptionally  well.  There  seems  to  be  a 


nice  tone  to  the  market.  Perhaps  it  is  in  expectation 
that  the  recession  will  soon  be  history,  and  that  the 
Clinton  administration  will  take  action  that  will 
cause  inflation. 

Whatever  it  is,  nice  coins  seem  to  take  a  greater 
effort  than  ever  for  us  to  buy.  As  this  column  is 
titled  “Market  Report,”  I  will  summarize  by  stating 
that  the  market  appears  to  be  very  strong. 

Some  entertaining  notes 

On  a  separate  note,  the  Florida  show  is  a  really 
F.U.N.  (Florida  United  Numismatists)  event  to 
attend.  There  is  plenty  to  do  before  or  after  the 
convention  itself.  Next  year,  in  January  1994,  we 
will  also  be  having  the  auction  as  well.  Make  plans 
now  to  attend.  It  would  be  nice  to  see  you  there! 

Several  of  us  Bowers  and  Merena-ians  (and  my 
family)  came  to  the  convention  early  and  took  a 
night  out  to  go  to  Kissimmee,  near  Orlando,  to  take 
in  Medieval  Times,  a  theatre-dinner  show  featur¬ 
ing  lots  of  action — knights  on  horses,  fancy  cos¬ 
tumes,  battle  flags,  swordfights,  and  all  of  that 
stuff — the  time  setting  was  A.D.  1023  (or  some¬ 
thing  like  that),  and  no  silverware  was  allowed. 
Imagine  eating  chicken,  potatoes,  and  ribs  with 
your  fingers.  Dave’s  favorite  part  was  the  knights 
on  horseback  charging  at  breakneck  speed  and 
throwing  lances  with  incredible  accuracy  at  tar¬ 
gets.  Well  worth  a  visit  if  you  have  young  children 
or  are  young  at  heart.  (Don’t  wear  your  best  suit  or 
evening  gown,  however.) 

After  the  F.U.N.  show,  we  enjoyed  an  after¬ 
noon  and  evening  of  fun  at  Disney  World  and 
Epcot  Center,  capped  by  a  nice  dinner  at  Alfredo’s 
Restaurant  in  Epcot  Center.  The  next  day  or  two 
found  us  at  Busch  Gardens  in  Tampa,  and  at  the 
Gulf  Coast,  and  then  back  home  to  12  inches  of 
snow  in  New  Hampshire.  What  a  change  that 
was! 

All  in  all,  it  was  a  wonderful  convention  and  an 
entertaining  trip  from  start  to  finish! 


Governor  visits  Bowers  and  Merena  offices 

Newly  elected  New  Hampshire  Governor  Steve  Merrill  (third  from  left)  in  a 
recent  visit  to  our  headquarters  in  Wolfeboro — shown  with  John  Babalis,  Dave 
Bowers,  and  Ray  Merena. 
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1893  AU-55 


495.00 


1907-D  Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (NGC).  An  at 

tractive  specimen . 625.00 


Rare  1907  Wire  Rim  Indian  $10 
MS-61  (PCGS) 


1907  Wire  Rim.  Periods.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  It  is  generally  assumed  that  just  500 
specimens  of  this  rare  and  desirable  eagle  vari¬ 
ety  were  minted,  and  in  his  Encyclopedia  Walter 
Breen  states  this  figure  is  actually  500  “less  two 
officially  melted”  for  a  net  mintage  of  498 
pieces.  Designed  by  noted  sculptor  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  this  design  type  is  easily  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  entire  U.S.  gold  series. 
Rich  golden  surfaces.  Bold  wire  rim.  A  delight 
to  behold! . 9,950.00 

The  new  1907  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  Head  $10  appeared  in 
the  autumn  of  1907  and*received  many  accolades  from  collec¬ 
tors  and  the  public  alike,  numerous  of  which  comments  were 
published  in  The  Numismatist.  Today,  the  design  stands  as  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  in  American  coinage. 


1908  No  Motto.  AU-55  (NGC) . 675.00 

Double  Eagles 


1861-S  Paquet  Double  Eagle 
Lustrous  EF-40  (PCGS) 


1861-S  Paquet  reverse.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Well  struck,  and  with  original  mint  lustre  re¬ 
maining  in  protected  areas.  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  an  issue  usually  seen  in  VF  grade. 


A  prize  for  the  connoisseur . 11,995.00 


1868-S  VF-30 . 495.00 

1870-S  VF-30 . 445.00 

1874-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  Some 
lustre  still  remains . 975.00 


1875-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  ...  1,295.00 


1876-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
very  attractive  coin,  offered  about  one-third  the 
price  of  an  MS-60  (if,  indeed,  you  could  find 
one).  Very  rare  so  fine . 2,395.00 

1880  EF-45/50 . 725.00 

1890-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1883-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Popular  Carson  City 
issue . 1,395.00 

1890-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Most  original  lustre 
still  remains.  Nicer  than  some  we  have  seen 
certified  as  AU-55.  Buy  it  for  only  ....  1,295.00 
1892-CC  EF-40  (NGC).  Next  to  last  Carson  City 
issue . 960.00 


Lustrous  1891-CC  Double  Eagle 
AU-50  (PCGS) 


1891-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck, 
lustrous,  frosty  example  of  this  highly  prized 
Carson  City  double  eagle.  We  know  you’ll  like 
it  as  much  as  we  do! . 4,950.00 


1893-CC  MS-63  to  64  $20  Gold 


1893-CC  MS-63  to  64.  Lightly  brushed 
obverse.  Offered  at  “MS-62  money.”  Very  frosty, 
lustrous  and  attractive.  Purchased  from  an  old- 
time  California  holding  that  had  been  off  the 
market  for  several  generations . 5,900.00 


1893-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 
Not  easy  to  find  in  this  grade  (but  readily 

enough  available  in  lower  grades) . 875.00 

1898-S  MS-62.  Many  times  scarcer  in  MS-62 
grade  than  below  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  very  attractive.  Another  of  our  many  new 
purchases  for  this  Rare  Coin  Review.  ...  795.00 

1905-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 525.00 

1906  AU-55  (PCGS).  Low  mintage,  under- 
appreciated  date . 695.00 

1908- D  No  Motto.  MS-62.  A  brilliant  and  frosty 

coin . 595.00 

1909- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 695.00 

191 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1914-S:  •  AU-55.  $475  •  MS-63  (PCGS)  A 

splendid  coin . 825.00 

1923-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1924  AU-58 . 495.00 

1925-S  AU-50.  Very  scarce  issue . 1,095.00 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS) . 725.00 


Just  $40  for  these  GEM 
C0MMEM0RATIVES,  plus  a  book,  to  help 
us  celebrate  our  40th  anniversary! 


© 

U. 


Dfc 


SUPER  COMMEMORATIVE  DEAL!  1982-S  Washington  half  dollar,  Gem 
Proof-65  or  better  in  original  box  of  issue  •  1986-S  Statue  of  Liberty 
half  dollar  AND  silver  dollai,  Gem  Proof-65  or  better  in  original  box 
of  issue  •  1987  Constitution  Bicentennial  silver  dollar. 

Gem  MS-65  or  better  in  original  box  of  issue.  • 

PLUS  this  handy  guide:  A  Basic  Guide  to  U.S. 

Commemorative  Coins.  This  offer  may  well 
be  the  springboard  to  a  fascinating  collection  of 
commemoratives!  At  this  price,  we  will  let  you 
order  up  to  three  Specials  (your  relatives  and  * 
friends  might  like  them,  too). 

(Sorry,  this  book  offer  cannot  be  combined  with  our  standard  book  discounts!) 


O 

cn 


a 
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Commemorative 

COINS 


Michael  J.  Modeler 
Q.  David  Bowers 
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the  Bowers 

and  MERENA 

Commemorative 
Coin  Club 


Join 

the 


club! 


T 


he  Bowers  and  Merena 
Commemorative  Coin 
Club  offers  you  the 
ideal  way  to  build  a  beautiful 
collection  of  high-quality 
coins! 

You  set  the  regular  shipment  sched¬ 
ule,  you  choose  the  grades  you  want 
and  you  choose  the  easy  monthly 
payment  amount. 

You  will  acquire  outstanding 
quality  coins  for  reasonable  prices 
in  a  program  sponsored  by  one  of 
the  world’s  most  respected  and  suc¬ 
cessful  professional  rare  coin  firms. 

And,  you  will  enjoy  the  many  advan¬ 
tages  of  being  a  member  of  our  club.  All 
with  complete  satisfaction  guaranteed. 


Popular  Commem¬ 
orative  Coins 

Commemorative  coins  are  among  the 
most  popular,  most  interesting  series  in 
all  of  numismatics.  Ever  since  the 
1892-dated  World’s  Columbian  Ex¬ 
position  half  dollar  was  introduced 


Advantages  of  Being 
a  Club  Member 

Your  coins  will  be  selected  by  your 
personal  account  representative  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  our  receipt  of  any  new  pur¬ 
chases.  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  fin¬ 
est  coins  that  come  through  our  doors 
here  in  the  heart  of  New  England.  You 
will  receive  a  complimentary  copy  of  A 
Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
by  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  a  handy  action  guide  with  interesting 
footnotes  on  the  entire  series. 

You  will  have  your  choice  of 
raw”or  certified  coins  by  PCGS,  NGC, 
or  ANACS  Cache.  You  will  receive 
special  discounts  on  certain  pur¬ 
chases,  including  coins;  discounts 
for  club  members  only. 


+*  Your  Easy 
Payment  Plan 

You  simply  choose  the 
grades  you  want  (or  use  our 
suggestions)  and  the  amount 
you  wish  to  pay  each  month.  After 
your  first  shipment,  we  will  simply 
send  the  coins  on  open  account 
(once  satisfactory  credit  has  been 
v  established)  or  charge  your  credit 
card  (MasterCard,  Visa,  or  Ameri¬ 
can  Express),  as  you  prefer.  In  the 
case  of  scarce  or  rare  issues,  we  offer  ex¬ 
tended  payment  terms. 


/ 

I 

\ 


a  century  ago,  commemorative 
half  dollars  and  other  coins  have 
been  highly  desired  by  collectors. 

+*  What  Your 
Collection  Will 
Contain 

When  completed  your  collec¬ 
tion  will  contain  each  of  the  48 
different  designs  of  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars  minted  during  the 
period  1892-1954,  plus  the  1893 
Isabella  25<t  and  the  1900  Lafayette  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  a  total  of  50  coins.  In  addition, 
it  will  contain  each  of  the  half  dollar  and 
dollar  design',  minted  from  1982  to  date. 


Yes! 

/□  Please  enroll  me  in  the  V  (#“  Satisfaction 

Commemorative  Coin  Club.  I  would  like  to  ^  riioKontfloH 
speak  with  a  personal  account  representative  to  ***** 

discuss  my  coin  preferences  and  my  monthly  payment  Each  coin  is  guaranteed  to  be 

amount.  \  priced  to  your  liking,  to  be  in  the 

□  I  would  like  to  enroll  in  the  Commemorative  grade  you  want,  and  to  be  of  the 

Club  for  a  monthly  payment  amount  of _ .  Enclosed  ^ 


/ 


is  a  check  for  my  initial  purchase  or  my  credit  card  authorization. 


NAME 


STREET  OR  BOX 


/ 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


/ 


aesthetic  quality  you  desire.  If 
for  any  reason  you  are  not 
100%  delighted,  any  coin  can 
be  returned  within  30  days  of 
receipt  for  an  instant  refund; 
no  expla- 


\ 


DAYTIME  TELEPHONE 

Check:  Q  Mastercard  [_J  Visa  □  American  Express 


\ 


N 


Credit  card  no. 


/ 


/ 


Expiration  date 


nation  nec¬ 
essary.  You 
can  cancel 
your  participa¬ 
tion  at  any  time 
simply  by  return¬ 
ing  or  paying  for  any 
items  on  an  open  in¬ 
voice. 


H  \  s  i  , 


Guide 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Mu  hai  l  I  Hndtlrr 
'<»■'  (j  ll.nld  flnwm 
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Commemorative 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

THE  LATEST  NEWS  on  commemoratives:  At  the 
recent  Florida  United  Numismatists  Convention, 
Mark  Borckardt,  Ray  Merena,  and  I  looked  at 
thousands  of  commemorative  coins.  By  show’s 
end,  we  had  purchased  several  hundred  coins  only. 
It  was  very  frustrating.  For  example,  a  dealer  had 
a  group  of  nearly  100  1892  and  1893  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  half  dollars  in  grades  from 
MS-60  to  MS-64,  all  certified.  However,  nearly  all 
of  these  were  very  darkly  toned  or  discolored,  and 
1  bought  only  two  coins  from  the  group!  I  mention 
this  to  say  that  the  supply  of  high-quality  com¬ 
memoratives  is  tighter  now  than  I  have  seen  it  in  a 
long  time.  To  be  sure,  this  is  not  true  of  all  issues. 
For  example,  1936  Cleveland  half  dollars  are  not 
particularly  hard  to  find,  and  1936  York  pieces  of 
the  quality  we  want  represent  perhaps  a  third  of 
those  offered.  However,  certain  other  issues — 
including  just  about  any  commemorative  dated 
before  1934 — require  a  lot  of  work  to  get!  For  those 
who  keep  tabs  on  prices,  I  should  also  mention  that 
we  paid  over  so-called  “bid”  for  virtually  every¬ 
thing  we  bought — and  today,  as  you  read  these 
words,  we  will  still  pay  well  over  bid  for  any  quality 
commemorative  we  need  for  our  stock. 

Now,  to  the  commemoratives  offered  here.  Our 
listing  is  very  extensive,  but  we  do  not  have  each 
and  every  variety  in  all  grades.  Where  there  is  a  gap 
in  our  listings,  this  means  that  despite  our  best 
intentions  and  efforts  we  were  not  able  to  find  an 
example  that  fulfilled  our  standards  for  quality  and 
value. 

OUR  COMPANY  PHILOSOPHY:  For  many  years, 
commemorative  coins  have  been  a  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We  have  helped 
form  some  of  the  finest  collections  ever  built.  If  you 
are  interested  in  commemoratives,  and  desire  coins 
of  excellent  quality,  a  price  that  represents  a  full 
measure  of  value  for  the  price  paid,  I  believe  you 
will  find  our  coins  to  be  the  best  in  numismatics. 
Send  us  a  trial  order,  and  you  will  come  back  for 
more.  As  they  say,  once  you’ve  tried  the  rest,  try  the 
best! 

Commemoratives  are  fascinating  to  collect.  Each 
design  has  its  own  story  to  tell.  Today’s  market 
offers  some  really  wonderful  opportunities  for  buy¬ 
ers.  Because  of  this,  many  of  our  clients  are  buying 
type  sets  or  date  and  mintmark  collections.  Al¬ 
though  this  is  not  an  investment  prediction,  I 


expect  prices  of  many  issues  to  rise  within  the  next 
year  or  two.  I  can  tell  this,  as  the  supply  is  very  tight, 
and  higher  prices  have  to  be  paid  by  us  in  order  to 
entice  old-timers  to  part  with  their  quality  coins. 

JOIN  THE  CLUB!  If  you  would  like  to  automati¬ 
cally  build  a  collection  of  commemoratives  by 
means  of  convenient  monthly  shipments,  I  invite 
you  to  ask  about  our  Commemorative  Coin  Club, 
managed  by  Gail  Watson.  Give  Gail  (or  Pat  Dumas) 
a  call  at  our  offices.  CCC  membership  has  quite  a 
few  advantages,  and  she  will  tell  you  of  them.  She 
will  keep  track  of  the  pieces  you  need,  work  with 
me  in  selecting  high  quality,  and  will  ask  any 
questions  you  may  have.  I  would  be  happy  to 
answer  any  questions  as  well.  There  are  no  extra 
charges  to  pay.  You  payjust  our  regular  prices  and 
terms — never  more — and  often  less,  as  we  pass 
along  savings  when  we  make  special  purchases. 
You  can  open  a  Commemorative  Coin  Club  ac¬ 
count  for  any  amount  you  wish,  of  $  100  per  month 
or  more.  You  are  under  no  obligation  to  continue  if 
you  do  not  wish  to.  Membership  can  be  canceled  at 
any  time  simply  by  paying  any  balance  due  or 
returning  your  current  shipment.  Very  few  people 
ever  cancel,  but  the  guarantee  of  satisfaction  is 
there  if  you  wish! 

SPECIAL  OFFER:  If  you  like  commemoratives,  I 
know  you  will  love  being  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Coin  Club.  Here  is  a  special  offer:  To 
get  you  started  on  your  membership,  you  can  pick 
out  any  and  all  books  on  commemoratives  we  offer 
in  the  book  section  of  this  Rare  Coin  Review,  and 
pay  us  just  half  of  the  regular  list  price.  This  is  much 
less  than  our  regular  discount  price,  and  will  put  a 
lot  of  interesting  information  in  your  hands.  And, 
here  is  another  incentive:  Take  a  10%  discount  on 
any  single  commemorative  coin  in  the  listing  to 
follow!  Furthermore,  after  you’ve  been  a  member 
for  a  month  or  two,  write  me  a  letter  and  let  me 
know  how  you  like  belonging  to  our  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coin  Club.  I  think  you’ll  really  enjoy  belonging, 
and  along  the  way,  you  and  your  family  will  build 
a  very  beautiful  and  historically  nteresting  collec¬ 
tion.  — Dave  Bowers 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64.  The 

first  United  States  commemorative  coin  of  this 


denomination . 1,495.00 

At  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  scheduled  for  1892 
(the  400th  anniversary  of  Columbus’  landing  in  the  New 
World)  but  which  flung  its  gates  open  a  year  late  in  1893,  the 
price  of  $1  was  charged  for  each  of  the  three  varieties  of 
commemorative  coins  offered:  The  1893  Isabella  quarter,  and 
the  half  dollars  dated  1892  and  1893.  The  public  naturally 
thought  that  buying  a  half  dollar  for  $1  was  a  better  deal  than 
buying  a  quarter  dollar,  so  relatively  few  Isabella  quarters  were 
sold.  Of  course,  this  meant  that  a  later  generation  of  collectors 
would  find  them  to  be  rare. 

1900  Lafayette  commemorative  silver  dol¬ 


lar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 1,295.00 

1936  Albany.  MS-63 . 295.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-62 . 95.00 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-64 . 155.00 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-60  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1925-S  California  Diamond  Jubilee:  •  MS- 

60.  $125  •  MS-64 . 435.00 

1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Light  golden  toning . 565.00 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64 . 135.00 

1892  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 120.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition  MS-64, 

prooflike . 675.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64 . 365.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS). Superb  gem!  ..325.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 85.00 

1920  Maine:  •  MS-62  (NGC).  $140  •  MS-64 
(ANACS  Cache) . 415.00 


In  our  opinion,  the  1 920  Maine  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  to  find  in  grades  of  MS-64  and  higher.  Interestingly, 
the  designer  of  this  coin  is  not  known.  Noted  sculptor  Anthony 
de  Francisci  (best  known  for  his  Peace  silver  dollar  of  1921) 
made  models  from  a  sketch,  by  a  person  unknown,  furnished  to 
him  by  a  committee  from  the  Maine  State  Legislature. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 295.00 

This  issue  was  sponsored  and  sold  by  the  Westchester  County 
Coin  Club,  which  met  monthly  in  New  Rochelle.  To  avoid 
criticism,  the  club  was  very  careful  to  distribute  the  pieces  in  a 
first-class  manner  that  would  be  pleasing  to  the  numismatic 


community. 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64 . 199.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64 . 199.00 


1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache) . 1,675.00 

The  1915  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  was  a 
brilliant  showcase  of  architecture,  art,  and  technology  The 
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Coin  and  Medal  Department,  which  sold  commemoratives  for 
the  exposition,  was  managed  by  Farran  Zerbe,  who  earlier  had 
served  as  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
(much  about  Zerbe  will  be  found  in  the  pages  of  The  American 
Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History,  of  which  two  hun¬ 
dred  or  so  copies  remain;  see  our  Books  for  Sale  listing).  The 
191 5-S  half  dollar,  as  here  offered,  has  one  of  the  most  classical 
motifs  among  commemoratives.  The  allegorical  goddess  on  the 
obverse  represents  Columbia,  the  spirit  of  America. 

1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $79 

•  MS-64 . 195.00 

1921  Pilgrim:  •  MS-63.  $195  •  MS-63  (ANACS 

Cache) . 195.00 

The  1921  Pilgrim  half  dollar  set  a  trend:  It  was  the  first  truly 
exploitative  issue.  Even  though  the  1620-1920  Pilgrim  Tercen¬ 
tenary  was  over,  a  small,  and  unneeded,  mintage  of  1921  -dated 
half  dollars  was  made  for  the  numismatic  community.  “Good 
ideas”  such  as  this  do  not  go  unnoticed,  and  before  long,  all 
sons  of  “extra”  varieties  were  being  made,  including  1921 
Alabama  halves  with  and  without  2X2  in  field,  1921  Missouri 
halves  with  and  without  2X4,  1922  Grant  halves  with  and 
without  star  in  the  field,  and  so  on. 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-60 . 210.00 

1936  Robinson:  •  MS-62.  $99  •  MS-64.  $210  • 
MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 210.00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  SPECIAL  OFFER  “from  the 

source.”  A  group  of  San  Diego  half  dollars  that 
had  remained  in  paper  rolls  ever  since  the  time 
of  issue,  was  recently  sold  to  a  California  dealer. 
By  paying  a  premium,  we  were  able  to  cherrypick 
the  lot  and  get  the  nicest  pieces.  If  you  want  one 
of  these,  you’ll  not  find  better  quality  any¬ 
where!  Each  coin  is  brilliant,  sparkling,  and 
beautiful!:  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Limit: 
One  per  buyer  $99  •  MS-65.  $175  •  MS-65 
(ANACS  Cache) . 175.00 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY:  If  you  are  not  a  buyer  from 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  then  perhaps  you 
are  a  seller!  If  so,  please  give  me  a  call  to  discuss 
your  holdings.  We  are  not  looking  for  bargains,  but 
we  are  looking  for  QUALITY.  We  offer  an  immedi¬ 
ate  decision  on  all  items  offered,  and  immediate 
payment  for  all  items  purchased.  — Mark  Borckardt, 
Senior  Numismatist. 

1936- D  San  Diego.  SPECIAL  OFFER:  This  is  the 
second,  and  scarcer,  of  the  two  varieties.  From 
the  same  original  source  as  preceding,  these 
coins  are  choice!  Take  your  pick  of  these  beau¬ 
ties — each  lustrous,  brilliant,  and  beautiful. 
Limit:  One  coin  per  buyer:  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $110  •  MS-65.  $195  •  MS-65  (ANACS 


Cache) . 195.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...  125.00 

1925  Stone  Mt.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1934  Texas:  •  MS-63.  $115  •  MS-66  (ANACS 

Cache) . 425.00 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 420.00 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63 . 295.00 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS 

Cache) . 75.00 

1946- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63 . 35.00 

1947- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-62  (PCGS).  29.00 

1948  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63 . 59.00 

1948- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64 . 75.00 


Booker  T.  Washington  (and  Carver-Washington)  half  dollars 
are  very  inexpensive  in  relation  to  their  low  mintages,  with  only 
a  few  exceptions  Why  not  consider  building  a  set  of  each? 
Incidentally,  as  our  “grid"  listing,  below,  is  very  compact,  we 
use  our  non  grid  listings  (which  consist  of  quality  coins  other 
than  those  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC,  or  in  PCGS  and  NGC 
grades  other  than  MS  63,  MS  64,  and  MS-65)  to  “editorialize” 
and  give  a  few  comments  about  history. 

1936  Wisconsin:  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) 
$410  •  MS-66  (PCGS) . 935.00 


1936  York.  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 340.00 

Modem 

Commemoratives 

1982-S  Washington  half  dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or 
better  as  issued;  in  original  maroon  box.  Origi¬ 
nal  sale  price  by  the  Mint  was  $12.50 . 7.00 

1986-S  Statue  of  Liberty  set  half  dollar  and  silver 
dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or  better  as  issued;  in 

original  box . 21.00 

1987  Constitution  Bicentennial  dollar.  Gem  MS-65 

or  better,  as  issued;  in  original  box . 15.00 

1988-S  Olympic  dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or  better,  as 
issued;  in  original  box . 17.00 

COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 

Hand-Picked  PCGS,  NGC  Quality 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  quality,  all  lustrous 
and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Each 
coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excellent 
example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  America’s  most  interesting  series. 

This  “grid”  listing  does  not  give  specific  informa¬ 
tion  about  each  coin.  However,  each  is  hand¬ 
picked  for  quality,  beautiful  and  lustrous,  and  is 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  at  its  grade  level. 
If  you  have  a  preference  for  either  a  brilliant  or  an 
attractively  toned  coin,  just  let  Gail  Watson,  Ken 
Spatola,  or  Pat  Dumas  know  when  you  order. 
Otherwise,  we  will  always  send  the  nicest  we  have 
in  stock.  As  always,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 
If  any  of  these  PCGS  or  NGC  coins  is  not  everything 
you  hope  for — and  more — just  return  it  within 
seven  days  for  an  instant  refund!  We  don’t  expect 
to  receive  any  refund  requests,  but  the  guarantee  is 
there  if  you  want  to  take  advantage  of  it! 

(For  other  fine  commemoratives  in  grades  other 
than  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.) 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<£ 

$995 

$1,495 

$3,395 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

2195 

1921  Alabama  plain 

695 

1,495 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

865 

1,650 

1936  Albany 

295 

395 

1937  Antietam 

535 

575 

Arkansas  type 

99 

125 

395 

1935 

99 

125 

1935-D 

99 

125 

395 

1935-S 

99 

1936 

99 

125 

1936-D 

99 

125 

395 

1936-S 

99 

125 

1937 

99 

595 

1937-D 

125 

1937-S 

125 

140 

Commemorative 

Silver  Coini 

5 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1938 

$185 

$225 

1938-S 

185 

1939 

350 

1939-D 

350 

$1,295 

1939-S 

375 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

145 

195 

'495 

Boone  type 

105 

129 

210 

1934 

145 

225 

1935 

129 

1935-D 

129 

210 

1935-S 

129 

1935/34 

120 

250 

1935/34-D 

425 

825 

1935/34-S 

425 

1936 

119 

135 

1936-D 

135 

210 

1936-S 

135 

1937 

125 

250 

1937-S 

560 

1938 

450 

1938-S 

375 

795 

1936  Bridgeport 

225 

595 

1925-S  California 

435 

1,150 

Cincinnati  type 

385 

445 

895 

1936 

445 

1936-S 

385 

445 

1936  Cleveland 

95 

135 

475 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

245 

310 

465 

1936 

245 

310 

465 

1936-D 

310 

465 

1936-S 

310 

465 

1892  Columbian 

235 

395 

1893  Columbian 

235 

435 

1935  Connecticut 

245 

425 

975 

1936  Delaware 

275 

325 

1936  Elgin 

275 

315 

525 

1936  Gettysburg 

325 

365 

895 

1922  Grant  plain 

235 

485 

1,650 

1922  Grant  Star 

2,850 

1928  Hawaiian 

3,350 

1935  Hudson 

650 

975 

1924  Huguenot 

120 

255 

1946  Iowa 

155 

1925  Lexington 

129 

215 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

145 

210 

995 

1936  Long  Island 

110 

165 

695 

1936  Lynchburg 

275 

335 

1920  Maine 

175 

415 

1,095 

1934  Maryland 

195 

245 

610 

1921  Missouri 

925 

1,895 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

2,195 

8,950 

1923-S  Monroe 

145 

675 

4,350 

1938  New  Rochelle 

375 

435 

595 

1936  Norfolk 

525 

535 

565 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

Oregon  Trail  type 

$145 

$199 

$345 

1926 

145 

360 

1926-S 

145 

199 

1928 

340 

1934-D 

209 

240 

1936 

395 

1937-D 

395 

1938 

250 

1938-D 

440 

1938-S 

475 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

845 

1,675 

1920  Pilgrim 

95 

195 

675 

1921  Pilgrim 

Rhode  Island  type 

95 

139 

425 

1936 

139 

425 

1936-D 

95 

1936-S 

95 

139 

1937  Roanoke 

285 

350 

1936  Robinson 

110 

210 

675 

1935-S  San  Diego 

175 

1936-D  San  Diego 

195 

1926  Sesqui 

195 

1,095 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

975 

1,095 

1,250 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

65 

99 

250 

Texas  type 

115 

135 

195 

1934 

115 

135 

220 

1935 

115 

195 

1935-D 

195 

1935-S 

195 

1936 

195 

1936-S 

115 

195 

1937-D 

230 

1937-S 

230 

1938 

375 

1938-D 

520 

1938-S 

520 

1925  Vancouver 

525 

1927  Vermont 

295 

460 

1936  Wisconsin 

259 

285 

410 

1936  York 

225 

260 

340 

BTW  Type 

25 

30 

75 

1946 

30 

75 

1946-D 

39 

90 

1946-S 

30 

75 

1947 

45 

1947-D 

50 

1947-S 

50 

1948 

75 

119 

1948-D 

75 

130 

1948-S 

75119 

1949 

110 

140 

1949-D 

99 

140 

1949-S 

119 

1950 

119 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1950-D 

— ■ — - J 

$85 

$125 

1950-S 

39 

75 

1951 

$35 

39 

99 

1951-D 

109 

1951-S 

109 

Carv-Wash  Type 

29 

35 

95 

1951 

89 

1951-D 

59 

195 

1951-S 

45 

125 

1952 

35 

95 

1952-D 

100 

275 

1952-S 

79 

140 

1953 

95 

235 

1953-D 

45 

110 

295 

1953-S 

55 

125 

1954 

49 

295 

1954-D 

39 

350 

1954-S 

45 

125 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT 
COMMEMORATIVE  OFFER. 

Discount  Specials:  Buy  five  or  more  coins 
from  the  preceding  listing  and  take  a  4%  discount. 
Buy  10  or  more  and  take  a  5%  discount.  Buy  20  or 
more  and  take  an  7%  discount.  This  is  our  way  of 
helping  you  get  a  great  start  on  a  beautiful  collec¬ 
tion!  If  you  are  a  dealer,  this  is  a  fine  way  to  acquire 
quality  coins  for  your  clients. 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1905  Lewis  &  Clark.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  high 
level  specimen  of  this  grade  category.  This  is 
the  scarcest  issue  of  the  commemorative  gold 

dollars . 1,275.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 
dollar.  McKinley  Portrait:  •  AU-55.  $445 

•  MS-63  (PCGS).  Beautiful  satinlike  lustre  is 

enhanced  by  mint  frost.  Well  struck  and  sure  to 
please . 1,095.00 

1916  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar:  • 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Blazing  full  mint  lustre  and 
frost  over  well-struck  devices.  Exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  Call  quickly  on  this  beauty!  $950 

•  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike  obverse.  A  glittering 


cameo!  . 950.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle:  • 
MS-62.  $435  •  MS-63  (PCGS) . 795.00 


C  lient  Needs  Research  Help 

Client  J.B.,  a  Maryland  reader,  is  doing 
research  on  Reeded  Edge  half  dollars  for  the 
years  1836  through  1839  and  is  desirous  of 
contacting  anyone  who  possesses  unusual  speci¬ 
mens,  including  the  possible  owner  of  Lot  1271 
of  our  Sipe  Ness  Collection  (1984),  an  1838 
described  as  having  “a  massive  die  break  from 
2:00  to  9:00  on  the  reverse.” 

Contact  us  and  we  shall  forward  the  infor¬ 
mation  along. 


A  New  (Old)  Currency  System: 
Commodities  Instead  of  Cash 


Long  ago  in  America,  in  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  in  the  1 600s,  commodities  were  used 
as  media  of  exchange.  Included  were  musketballs, 
corn,  and  even  cattle. 

From  that  rather  eclectic  beginning  we  went 
to  issues  of  paper  money,  and  finally  a  structured 
system  of  coinage,  beginning  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  1793. 

Recently,  an  interesting  experiment  con¬ 
ducted  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  nearly  two 
decades  ago,  came  to  our  attention,  when  we 
were  given  a  copy  of  Forbes  magazine,  dated 
February  1,  1974,  and  had  a  conversation  with 
Ray  Merena,  who  had  been  in  Exeter  recently 
researching  the  history  of  Lewis  Cass  (unsuccess¬ 
ful  candidate  for  president  in  1848),  an  ancestor 
of  Ray’s  wife,  Pat.  Lewis  Cass  was  born  in  Exeter, 
but  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Michigan,  where  he 
is  buried. 

Anyway,  back  to  the  Forbes  article  and  other 
ideas.  In  the  1870s,  Ralph  Borsodi,  described  as 
a  self-taught  economist  (aren’t  all  economists 
self-taught  to  a  degree?),  devised  a  currency  that 
would  be  100%  redeemable  in  fixed  amounts  of 


25  to  30  commodities.  These  included  gold, 
silver,  petroleum,  wheat,  iron,  wool,  and  pea¬ 
nuts,  statistically  weighted  to  reflect  their  impor¬ 
tance  in  world  production  and  consumption. 
Printed  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  this  experi¬ 
mental  currency  worked  well,  according  to  Forbes. 
“Holders  of  constants  in  Exeter  had  seen  the 
value  of  their  constant  deposits  rise  17%  in 
relation  to  the  dollar  in  just  three  years.”  Borsodi 
suggested  that  his  system  would  be  wonderful 
for  developing  nations  who  have  currency  prob¬ 
lems.  Forbes  concluded:  “But  most  important,  it 
would  provide  anyone  with  a  safe  haven  against 
the  ravages  of  inflation.” 

As  might  be  expected,  the  United  States  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  did  not  like  the  idea  of  a  private 
currency  gaining  a  foothold  anywhere  in  the 
United  States,  especially  one  that  would  seem  to 
be  a  better  value  than  the  paper  dollars  we  all 
know  so  well.  Accordingly,  the  threats  of  legal 
action  forced  the  calling  in  of  all  the  “constants," 
as  the  paper  notes  were  called,  to  shut  the  system 
down,  and  to  pay  all  holders  with  United  States 
paper  money — at  a  profit,  by  the  way. 
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he  Robert  W.  Miller,  Sr.  Collection  and 
other  important  consignments  drew  en¬ 
thusiastic  bidding  from  those  who  at¬ 
tended  our  November  New  York  auction, 
as  well  as  bids  from  thousands  who  competed 
through  the  mail.  When  all  was  said  and  done, 
$2,266,976  (including  the  10%  buyer’s  fee  as  do  all 
other  figures  in  this  article)  worth  of  coins  found 
new  homes.  In  the  process,  a  number  of  records  for 
the  modern  market  were  achieved. 

“The  strength  of  the  bidding  competition,  and 
the  fact  that  over  90%  of  the  coins  sold,  reflects  the 
current  market,”  noted  Richard  A.  Bagg,  our  direc¬ 
tor  of  auctions.  “We  had  bids  pouring  in  even  up  to 
the  last  minute — not  only  by  telephone  but  by  fax 
and  telegram.  The  pattern  coins  and  the  Carson 
City  gold  were  the  highlights  in  the  sale  from  an 
activity  viewpoint,  but  there  was  no  area  that  did 
not  form  the  focus  of  attention  for  bidders,”  he 
continued. 

Highlights  of  the  sale 

Highlights  of  the  sale  included  the  following:  A 
splendid  MS-65  1870-S  dime  soared  to  $7,150, 
surprising  the  audience  in  general,  but  no  doubt 
“right  on  target”  to  the  numerous  Liberty  Seated 
specialists  in  attendance,  who  realized  that  ex¬ 
amples  at  this  level  are  few  and  far  between.  In  the 
Mercury  dime  series,  the  key  1921  in  MS-65  grade 
with  full  bands  on  the  reverse  went  to  $6,160,  with 
four  or  five  bidders  still  in  action  as  it  soared  past 
the  $4,000  and  $5,000  marks.  An  MS-64  specimen 
of  the  1876  20-cent  piece,  one  of  America’s 
shortest-lived  denominations  fetched 
$3,520.  Among  early  quarters,  a  high¬ 
light  was  a  splendid  MS-62  speci¬ 
men  of  the  1806/5  overdate ,  which 
went  to  a  new  home  for  $8,800. 

Many  were  the  interesting  and 
significant  Capped  Bust  half  dol¬ 
lars  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale. 

An  1808/7  in  MS-64  grade  went  to 
$10,450,  a  strong  price  for  a  coin  which 
certainly  is  among  the  finer  known 
examples  of  the  first  overdate  of 
that  design  type.  Eyebrows  were 
lifted  and  heads  were  scratched  as 
a  curious  1809  half  dollar 
counterstamped  with  the  dies  of  a  Costa  Rican  one- 
real  piece,  in  Fine  grade,  estimated  at  $3,250,  was 
called  out  by  auctioneer  John  Babalis  opening  at 
$2,500,  proceeded  in  steps  that  went  to  $3,000, 
the-n  gradually  to  $4,000,  then  to  $5,000 — which 
in  itself  would  have  been  amazing,  but  the  action 
didn't  stop  there-  $6,000,  then  $7,000,  and,  fi¬ 


nally,  $7,975 — an  all-time  record.  An  MS-63  speci¬ 
men  of  an  1827  half  dollar  surprised  onlookers  at 
$3,520.  Later  in  the  half  dollar  series,  an  1842 
Liberty  Seated  with  Small  Date,  Proof-63,  one  of 
just  a  few  such  pieces  known,  set  a  record  at 
$14,300. 

In  the  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  series,  a 
highlight  was  a  lustrous  MS-63  specimen  of  the 
rare  1850  which  rose  to  $11,550,  followed 
soon  thereafter  by  a  Proof-62  1851 
Restrike  which  went  to  a  floor  bid¬ 
der  at  $18,700.  An  attractive  MS- 
61  1862  silver  dollar,  an  issue 
which  is  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State  as  very  few  were  released 
during  the  Civil  War,  suggested 
that  current  reference  books 
should  be  rewritten,  when  it 
brought  an  almost  unbelievable 
$5,775!  Among  Morgan  dollars,  an 
1893-S  in  AU-55  preservation 
went  to  $11,000,  and  a  rare  and 
quite  interesting  Mint  error  1921- 
S  struck  20%  off  center  brought 
$3,960. 


Gold  coins  in  the  sale 

Gold  coins  formed  an  area  of  major  interest  in 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  auction.  Highlights  in¬ 
cluded  these:  1861  $3  MS-63  at  $6,875.  An  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  famous  1879  $4  Stella  in  gold,  Proof- 
58  or  a  bit  better,  fetched  $22,000,  while  an  1841- 
C  $5  in  AU-50  grade  went  to  $4,840,  and  an 
1847-D  of  the  same  denomination,  AU- 
55,  fetched  $3,520.  An  1847-0  half 
eagle,  AU-50,  a  rare  date  in  all  grades 
but  certainly  remarkable  at  this  level, 
(Lot  $1501)  crossed  the  block  at  an 
amazing  $11,000. 

A  special  section  of  the  auction 
catalogue  was  devoted  to  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  Carson  City  Mint  gold  coins, 
complete  through  in  the  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  denominations  except  for  a 
single  coin  (the  1870-CC  $20  was 
not  included).  Action  was  furious 
and  intense  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  when  the  dust  settled,  once 
again  many  prices  had  been  established.  All  the 
pieces  were  certified  by  PCGS.  Highlights  include 
these:  1870-CC  $5,  EF-40  $11,000;  1873-CC  $5, 
VF-35  $4,180;  1876-CC  $5,  EF-40  $4,620;  1878- 
CC$5,  VF-25  $3,520;  1883-CC  $5,  AU-50  $3,520; 
1884-CC  $5,  AU-55  $5,060;  1870-CC  $10,  VF-35 
$10,450;  1871-CC  $10,  EF-45  $6,325;  1872-CC 


$10,  EF-45  $9,075;  1873-CC  $10,  VF-35  $4,400; 
1874-CC  $10,  AU-50  $8,140;  1875-CC  $10,  VF-35 
$4,840;  1876-CC  $10  $7,975;  1877-CC $10,  EF-45 
$20,350;  1879-CC,  VF-35  $5,170;  1881-CC  $10, 
MS-60  $6,050;  1882-CC  $10,  AU-50  $5,060; 
1884-CC  $10,  AU-55  $5,775;  1876-CC  $20,  MS-60 
$13,750;  1879-CC  $20,  AU-50  $5,940;  and  1883- 
CC  $20,  MS-60  $6,325.  Part  of  the  presentation  of 
the  Carson  City  coins  included  a  descrip¬ 
tive  history  of  the  famous  Nevada  Mint, 
that  produced  gold  and  silver  coins 
from  1870  through  1893. 

Other  Highlights 

Some  other  highlights  of  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the 
Robert  W.  Miller,  Sr.  Collection 
included  these:  a  1776  Libertas 
Americana  medal,  Proof-63,  $3,080; 
an  1883  Hawaii  half  dollar,  trial  piece 
in  copper,  MS-63  $6,325;  and  a 
May  31,  1709  New  York  five- 
shilling  paper  note,  nearly  new 
$4,620. 

A  very  nice  collection  of 
United  States  pattern  coins  was 
sold  at  the  auction.  Included  were  the  following 
(attributions  are  by  Judd  numbers):  J-184  pattern 
cent,  Proof-62  $4,950;  J-406  pattern  cent,  Proof- 
64  $3,190;  J-306  pattern  two-cent  piece,  Proof-62, 
$3,520;  J-114  pattern  three-cent  piece,  Proof-63, 
$5,170;  J-1067  pattern  half  dime,  Proof-65  $7,425; 
J-849  pattern  dime,  Proof-63,  $3,300;  J-73  pattern 
half  dollar,  Proof-61,  $3,300;  J-982  pattern  half 
dollar,  Proof-62,  $3,795;  J-1746  pattern  half  dol¬ 
lar,  Proof-63,  $3,740;  J- 161 1  pattern  dollar,  Proof- 
64,  $5,060;  J-438  pattern  gold  dollar  in  copper, 
Proof-64,  $3,520;  and  J-1377  pattern  $10  in  nickel, 
$7,425. 

While  bids  were  coming  in  for  the  Miller  Collec¬ 
tion,  our  staff,  including  me,  was  busy  preparing 
our  next  auction  sale.  We  never  rest — when  one 
sale  is  being  settled,  often  another  sale  is  being 
conducted,  and  still  a  third  and  fourth  are  in  the 
cataloguing  states,  and  additional  auctions  are 
being  worked  on  as  well. 

Sometimes  I  wish  that  the  coins  would  stay 
around  here  longer  than  they  do — our  customers 
get  to  enjoy  them  for  a  longer  period  than  we  do! 

As  we  go  to  press:  The  Van  Arsdall  and  Antelope 
Valley  Collections  Sale  held  in  Orlando  with  the 
Florida  United  Numismatists  Convention  has  been 
completed,  and  coins  are  being  mailed  to  success¬ 
ful  bidders  from  all  over  the  world.  A  detailed 
auction  report  will  be  in  our  next  issue! 


1809  counterstamped 
half  dollar  sold  at  a 
record  $7,975 


1851  Proof-62  Restrike 
Liberty  Seated  dollar 
sold  for  $18,700 
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If  you  have  rare  coins,  currency 
or  other  numismatic  material 
you  are  considering  selling, 
you  need  only  place  a  toll-free  call 
(1-800-458-4646)  to  Dr.  Richard 
A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auctions  for 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Inc.,  and  he  will  immediately  assist 
you  with  all  aspects  of  the  profit¬ 
able  sale  of  your  collection. 

Our  sales  are  held  in  New  York 
City,  Los  Angeles,  and  other  metro¬ 
politan  cities. 

Professionalism 


i 

Your  coins  can  be  included  in  one  of  our 
award-winning,  Grand  Format rM  catalogues 

Success 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
stands  on  its  record  of  success. 

We  have  sold  the  most  valuable  collections 
ever  auctioned  including  the  Garrett  Collection 
(which  sold  for  $25  million),  the  Norweb 
Collection  (which  sold  for  $20  million)  and 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins 
($12.4  million). 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena*  Inc* 

Box  1324  •  Wolfeboro.  NH  03894 


Instant  cash  advance 


Get  an 
immediate 
cash 

advance ! 


Money  to  spend  right  now  while  we  showcase 
your  coins  in  our  award  winning  Grand  Format™ 
style  catalogue  to  our  worldwide  audience  of 
buyers. 

Call  1-800-458-4646  today 

Ask  for  Dr.  Richard  A.  ’’Rick”  Bagg,  Director 
of  Auctions.  Rick,  director  of  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  auction  team,  looks  forward  to 
discussing  your  consignment  with  you. 

As  our  Auction  Director,  Rick  has  the 
answers  to  your  every  question.  This  may  well 
be  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision 
you’ve  ever  made.  Here  at  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena  Inc.,  we  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you  soon! 


We  conform  to  the  highest  levels  of 
professionalism,  confidentiality  and  security. 
You  have  the  assurance  that  you  are  working 
with  the  most  expert  rare  coin  auction  firm  in 
the  world.  Our  professional  and  ethical 
reputation  is  unsurpassed.  You  can  deal  with 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  with  complete 
confidence. 


Of  the  top  ten  world’s  record  auction  prices 
for  individual  rare  U.S  coins,  we  hold  eight 
including  six  of  the  top  seven. 

We  have  won  more  “Catalogue  of  the  Year 
Award”  honors  presented  by  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  than  all  other  rare  coin  firms 
combined! 


Realize  top  market 
prices  for  your  coins? 

Whether  they  are  certified  or  not,  whether 
you  have  one  or  hundreds  of  coins,  whether  they 
are  valued  at  $2,000  or  many  millions  of  dollars. 


Dr.  Richard  A.  “Rick”  Bagg 
Director  of  Auctions 


Dave  Bowers  will  personally  supervise 
the  production  of  the  catalogue  showcas¬ 


ing  your  coins. 
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Take  advantage 
of  our  newly 
expanded 
Want  List  Service! 

rake  advantage  of  our 
newly  expanded 
Want  List  Service, 
designed  to  fit  your 
personal  numismatic 
needs.  By  becoming  a  member 
of  our  Want  List  Service,  you 
can  be  right  in  the  center  of 
the  best  buys  in  America! 

Your  friendly  account 
representative  will  be  your 
eyes  and  ears  on  every  conven¬ 
tion  bourse  floor,  in  our  office 
when  old-time  collections 
come  through  our  doors,  and 
over  the  telephone  to  dealers 
and  collectors  all  over  the 
country.  Let  us  find  for  you  the 
coins  you  want,  in  the  grades 
you  want,  and  at  prices  that 
will  be  good  value  for  you. 

We  offer 
you  these 
advantages: 

1 )  Since  our  founding  in 
1953,  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


Ken  Spatola,  our  director  of  sales, 
looks  forward  to  working  with  you! 


organization  has  been  one  of 
the  most  reputable,  longest- 
established,  and  financially 
secure  coin  companies. 

2)  Our  prices  are  excellent 
values  for  the  quality  you 
receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 
specifically  for  their  aesthetic 
appeal  in  combination  with 
their  technical  grades.  PLUS, 
each  is  priced  to  be  a  good 
value  for  you.  You  will  like  the 
beautiful  coins  you  receive 
from  us!  Each  and  every  pur¬ 
chase  you  make  from  us  comes 
with  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 


3)  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
truly  enjoy  providing  the  best 
in  personal  service.  Each  of  our 
clients  becomes  an  important 
member  of  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  “family”  of  coin  buyers. 

I  invite  you  to  send  me  a  list 
of  the  important,  hard-to-find 
coins  you  are  seeking  in  the 
price  range  of  $250  up  to  any 
higher  amount.  Just  use  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list 
the  coins  you  need.  Please  fill  it 
out  as  completely  as  you  would 
like  to,  and  send  it  to  me.  I  will 
immediately  begin  searching  for 
the  coins  you  specify! 

I  really  look  forward  to 
helping  you! 


For  more 
information 


Call  Ken  Spatola  toll-free  at 

1-800-222-5993 

Or  write: 

Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
Attn:  Ken  Spatola 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro  NH  03894 
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Miscellaneous 


Coins  for  Sale 


Territorial 
Gold  Coins 

Bechtler  gold  dollar.  A  Bechtler.  27  GR.,  21 
C.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  specimen 

of  this  early  issue . 1,995.00 

1849  Moffat  &  Co.  $5  gold,  San  Francisco. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  attractive  terri¬ 
torial  gold  piece*.’ . 2,750.00 


EF-45  1852  U.S.  Assay  $50 


1852  United  States  Assay  Office.  .887 
Thous.  EF-45.  Free  of  the  heavy  bagmarking 
normally  encountered  on  this  issue.  Some  weak¬ 
ness  is  noted  at  the  central  portion  of  the  design 
element  on  the  obverse,  but  the  eagle’s  wings 
are  well  defined.  Lustrous  bright  yellow  gold. 
Very  attractive . 10,950.00 

When  the  firm  of  Moffat  &  Co.  dissolved,  it  was  reorganized 
and  became  known  as  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold, 
under  the  leadership  of  Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward.  Later,  the 
facilities  were  acquired  by  the  government  and  formed  the 
basis  in  1854  for  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 


Patterns 


1873  J-1276  Trade  Dollar 


1873  Judd-1276.  Proof-63  (NGC). 

Pattern  trade  dollar  in  silver.  Obverse  with 
“sailor  head”  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  stars 
surrounding,  and  date  below.  Reverse  with 
TRADE  DOLLAR,  etc.,  inscription  in  multiple 
lines.  Gorgeous  steel  blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Superb! . 6,350.00 


Hard  Times  Tokens 

SPECTACULAR  COLLECTION  just  pur¬ 
chased!  We  recently  purchased  en  bloc  a  very 
large  collection  of  Hard  Times  tokens  consisting  of 
over  100  varieties,  emphasizing  high  quality.  The 
gentleman  who  assembled  the  cabinet  over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  years  acquired  mainly  pieces  in  EF,  AU,  and 
Mint  State  grades!  These,  and  some  duplicates,  are 
offered  here  for  the  first  time  to  our  Rare  Coin 
Review  readers.  Use  the  opportunity  to  add  to  your 
present  collection,  or  to  start  one.  This  series  is  one 
of  the  most  fascinating  in  American  numismatics. 


Delighted  With 

The  following  is  from  D.B.: 

“I  am  delighted  with  the  1828  quarter  with 
the  error  reverse,  25  over  50C.  The  strike,  toning, 
and  overall  aesthetic  appeal  are  indeed  what  1 
had  hoped  for  in  an  EF-45  grade.  The  history  of 
the  blundered  reverse  and  rarity  vs.  the  cost, 
relative  to  the  regular  1828  version,  made  me 
feel  confident  of  the  value  of  this  prize. 

“In  the  new  version  of  the  Browning  book  on 


the  1828  Quarter 

quarters,  the  variety  is  mentioned  as  being  quite 
rare  if  sharp.  Both  from  a  striking  and  aesthetic 
viewpoint  this  is  a  sharp  specimen  indeed.  It 
makes  a  great  addition  to  my  collection!  Grate¬ 
fully,  D.B. 

“P.S.:  Please  add  a  Classic  Head  large  cent  to 
my  want  list.  I’d  like  one  in  high  grade  AU  with 
an  attractive  surface. 

“The  1878-CC  trade  dollar  was  ‘very  nice.’  ” 


These  tokens,  primarily  issued  circa  1832-1844, 
are  attributed  to  the  book  Hard  Times  Tokens,  by 
Lyman  H.  Low  (“Low”  numbers),  published  in 
1899,  and  in  more  modern  times  updated  in  an 
excellent  study,  also  titled  Hard  Times  Tokens,  by 
Russell  Rulau  (the  new  4th  edition  of  which  will  be 
released  soon;  if  you  would  like  one,  contact  our 
Publications  Department,  and  when  we  receive  our 
first  shipment,  we  will  send  you  one  for  the  list 
price — unknown  as  we  go  to  press — less  10%  dis¬ 
count,  plus  $3  shipping  and  handling) 

Due  to  space  constraints,  we  have  had  to  hold 
over  a  few  of  our  Hard  Times  tokens  until  our  next 
issue.  This  doesn't  mean,  however,  that  the  tokens 
are  not  available.  If  you  don't  see  what  you  are 
looking  for  in  the  list  below,  give  us  a  call.  We  will 
be  delighted  to  send  you  a  specialized  inventory. 

Low-3:  (1834)  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Andrew 
Jackson  wearing  jacket.  Reverse  with  bio¬ 
graphical  description  noting,  among  other 
things,  that  he  was  elected  president  in  1828. 
Brass.  Scarce  issue.  EF-45.  Attractive  light 

gold.  Especially  attractive  coin . 595.00 

Low-4:  (1834)  Obverse  portrays  bust  of  An¬ 
drew  Jackson  with  Roman-style  wreath  on 
head,  wearing  toga.  Reverse  with  biographical 
inscription  including  erroneous  “ELECTED  A.D. 
1829.”  Brass.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  About  10%  off 
center.  Sharp  and  pleasing  golden  surfaces. 

One  of  the  nicest  we  have  handled . 450.00 

Low-5:  1833.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Jackson 
within  wreath.  Reverse  with  eagle  and  large 
shield  within  wreath.  Period  after  N.  of  NEW 
ORLEANS.  EF-45.  Sharply  detailed.  .985.00 
Low-5a:  1833.  As  Low-5,  but  differing  in  details, 
including  no  period  after  N  in  N  ORLEANS.  VG- 
8  obverse,  F-12  reverse.  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Very  rare  variety  (R-6,  per  4th  edition 

Rulau) . 460.00 

Low-6:  1834.  Whig  Victory,  “FOR  THE  CON¬ 
STITUTION  HURRAH.”  Obverse  with  fully 
rigged  sailing  ship.  Reverse  with  inscription  re 
political  victory.  Brass.  Dies  by  Robert  Lovett. 
EF-40.  Attractive  light  yellow  surfaces.  Very 
slightly  off  center.  Very  prominent  border  den¬ 
ticles,  as  always  seen . 975.00 

Low-7:  1834.  Whig  Victory.  Obverse 
with  cap  and  rays  design  after  contemporary 
Mexican  coinage.  Reverse  with  sailing  ship. 
Copper.  VF-35  or  finer.  Glossy  medium  brown. 

A  superb  specimen  from  our  Garrett  Collection 
sale  in  1980;  purchased  by  T.  Harrison  Garrett 
in  the  1880s . . . 3,500.00 
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Pago  45 


Low-10:  1834.  Running  boar/Jackson.  Rare 
die  variety.  Copper.  MS-63,  glossy  prooflike 
brown  surfaces.  A  superb  token . 695.00 


Low-15:  MS-60.  (1834)  William  H. 
Seward  (all-purpose  portrait  also  used  on 
Verplanck  token,  L-16).  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass. 
Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces.  One  of  the  finest 
in  existence . 1,495.00 


Low-16:  MS-60/63.  Gulian  C.  Verplanck. 

Reverse:  eagle.  Same  portrait  as  on  Seward 
token!  Brass.  Light  yellow  surfaces.  One  of  the 

nicest  we  have  seen . 495.00 

Low-17:  1837.  Illustrious  Predecessor. 
Turtle  with  safe/mule.  (The  turtle  is  a 
diamondback  terrapin,  indigenous  to  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay  area.)  Copper.  AU-50.  Somewhat 
prooflike.  Glossy  light  brown  surfaces.  Sugges¬ 
tions  of  light  striking  at  the  centers,  as  usually 

seen . 795.00 

Low-19:  1837.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  • 
EF-40.  $39  •  AU-55.  $95  •  MS-63  RB.  $325  • 

MS-64  RB.  Superb!  . 575.00 

Low-20:  1837.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  • 
EF-40,  two  small  digs.  Struck  10%  or  so  off 
center.  $60  •  MS-64.  Brilliant  mint  red  just 
beginning  to  fade  to  natural  brown.  A  superb 

specimen . 495.00 

Low-21:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  Struck 
from  crude  (and  quite)  interesting  dies.  Cop¬ 
per.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Struck 

from  a  late  state  of  the  dies . 349.00 

Low-22:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT. 
Crude  dies.  Copper.  Very  scarce.  EF-45.  Tiny 

edge  bump.  Glossy  brown  surfaces . 565.00 

Low-23:  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  VF-30. 
Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces.  Rulau  plate 
coin,  ex  Benjamin  P.  Wright,  M.D.,  Carl 
Wurtzbach,  via  B.  Max  Mehl  to  Charles  Wilson, 
and  via  Sol  Kaplan  to  R.  Byron  White;  later 
Rossa  &  Tanenbaum  and  Presidential  Coin  & 

Antiques  Co . 695.00 

Low-28:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  Cop 
per.  MS-60  or  finer.  Lustrous  brown  with  some 

original  mint  red . 495.00 

Low-29:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  EF- 
40.  Beautiful  light  brown  surfaces.  Lightly 
struck  at  the  highest  obverse  point  and  corre¬ 
sponding  reverse  area,  as  always  for  the  variety 
(cf.  Rulau  plate  coin,  for  example).  This  was 
caused  by  having  the  high  parts  of  the  obverse 

portrait  cut  too  deeply  in  the  die . 450.00 

Low-31:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT:  • 
VF-30.  $29  •  MS-64  RB,  50%  original  fiery 

mint  red . 495.00 

Low-32:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-60, 
RB.  Original  mint  red  blended  with  natural 
brown.  Somewhat  prooflike.  A  very  high-qual¬ 
ity  coin . 345.00 

Low-33:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT. 
Somewhat  scarce.  EF-45.  $165  •  MS-63,  RB. 
A  nice  blend  of  original  mint  red  and  lustrous 

brown . 495.00 

Low-36:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-60, 
RB.  A  nice  blend  of  mint  red  and  lustrous 

brown . 375.00 

Low-38:  1837.  Liberty/MINT  DROP.  MS-60.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  with  about  30%  mint  red. 325.00 
Low-39:  1837.  Liberty/NOT  ONE  CENT. 


Redesigned  reverse  style  with  central  inscrip¬ 
tions  in  straight  lines:  •  F-12.  $15  •  MS-63, 
RB.  Much  original  mint  red . 545.00 

Low-45:  1837.  Phoenix  rising  from  flames/ 
NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-6,  RB.  Lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces . 525.00 

Low-46:  1837.  Phoenix/NOT  ONE  CENT. 
MS-63  RB.  Gorgeous  red  and  brown.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  quality . 495.00 

Low-47:  1837.  Phoenix.  MayTenth  1837:  • 

EF-45.  $39  •  MS-60  to  63  RB.  Very  attractive. 

Coin  turn  die  alignment  (180°) . 395.00 

Low-48:  1837.  Liberty/May  Tenth  1837.  Usually 
seen  in  lower  grades  (the  Rulau  plate  coin 

seems  to  be  about  EF).  MS-60 . 349.00 

Low-5 1:1837.  Jackson  in  safe/ Jackass  with 
LL.D.  In  lower  grades,  one  of  the  most  plentiful 
of  all  Hard  Times  tokens:  •  AU-55.  $75  •  AU- 
58.  $99  •  MS-60.  $139  •  MS-63,  brown.  $195 
•  MS-63,  RB  $295  •  MS-64,  brown.  $225  • 
MS-64,  RB,  75%  original  mint  red.  ...395.00 


Low-52:  Jackson  in  safe/Jackass  with  LL.D. 

Brass.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 695.00 

Low-54:  1838  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  AND  A 
SISTER  anti-slavery  issue.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  issues  in  the  series:  •  AU-55. 
$495  •  MS-60,  brown  with  tinges  of  red. 
Somewhat  prooflike . 795.00 


Low-54a:  1838  AM  I  NOT  A  MAN  AND 
A  BROTHER  anti-slavery  issue.  One  of  just 
three  known,  a  classic  landmark  rarity  in  the 
series.  Very  Fine.  Attractive  light  brown'  sur¬ 
faces.  From  our  Spring  Quartette  sale.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-40 . 29,500.00 


Low-55:  1838.  Liberty/MINT  DROP.  From 
crude  dies.  Usually  lightly  defined  details.  The 
Rulau  plate  coin,  VF,  is  typical:  •  EF-40.  $99  • 
AU-58  to  MS-60,  prooflike.  Strong  strike. 
Condition  Census.  Superb!  $495  •  MS-60. 
Lustrous  brown.  Usual  light  strike . 495.00 


Here  is  W  hat  Barry  Krause  Says 
About  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


In  his  great  book,  Collecting  Coins  for  Pleasure 
and  Profit,  Barry  Krause  surveyed  the  coin  market 
from  top  to  bottom  and  gave  many  interesting 
pointers.  Here  is  what  he  said  about  our  company: 

“Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  one  of 
America’s  leading  rare  coin  firms,  having  been  in 
business  since  1953.  By  direct  sales  through 
catalogues,  including  the  handsome  periodically- 
issued  retail-price  catalogue  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view,  this  firm  offers  its  clients  a  wide  variety  of 
United  States  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
coins,  as  well  as  Colonials,  commemoratives, 
paper  money,  and  other  areas,  plus  an  extensive 
selection  of  numismatic  reference  books.  This 
company  is  the  strongest  believer  (that  I’ve  seen 
in  my  35-plus  years  of  coin  collecting)  in  the  time- 
proven  advice:  “Buy  the  book  before  the  coin,” 
and  they  back  up  their  words  with  pages  and 
pages  devoted  to  describing  the  numismatic  books 
they  offer  for  sale,  in  each  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review. 

A  division  of  this  firm,  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc.,  conducts  public  auctions  in 
New  York  City  and  other  metropolitan  areas,  and 
over  the  years  has  handled  a  majority  of  the  most 
valuable  coin  collections  ever  to  come  on  the 
market,  including  the  $25  million  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion  sold  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  the 
most  valuable  rare  coin  collection  ever  to  cross 
the  auction  block.  Other  records  held  by  the  firm 
include  the  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection  at  $20 
million  (the  second  most  valuable  coin  collection 
ever  auctioned),  and  the  holding  of  eight  of  the 
top  10  world’s  record  individual  prices  for  rare 
coins.  Their  auction  catalogues,  printed  on  qual¬ 
ity  paper  and  profusely  illustrated  with  coin  lot 
photographs,  become  reference  works.  Call  or 
write  for  the  sales  date  and  price  of  their  next 
auction  catalogue. 

The  chairman  of  the  firm,  Q.  David  Bowers,  is 
the  only  person  to  have  served  as  president  of 


both  leading  numismatic  organizations,  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatist’s  Guild  (the  leading  orga¬ 
nization  of  coin  dealers)  and  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  (the  largest  non-profit  or¬ 
ganization  devoted  to  coin  collecting).  Bowers  is 
also  the  author  of  many  good  books  (see  Bibliog¬ 
raphy),  and  his  excellent,  clear,  and  direct  style 
of  writing  make  anything  that  he  writes  worth 
reading.  As  far  as  popularizing  the  hobby  through 
a  prolific  output  of  interesting  books  and  articles, 
Bowers  is  to  coin  collecting  what  the  venerable 
Herman  Herst,  Jr.  is  to  stamp  collecting! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  has  a  staff  of 
several  dozen  and  services  the  needs  of  clients  all 
over  the  world.  Through  a  special  offer  for  read¬ 
ers  of  this  book,  a  free  sample  of  his  copy  of  his 
latest  retail  price  catalogue,  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
(regularly  $  1 0  per  copy)  is  available  by  writing  to 
the  firm  at  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894.  Tell 
them  that  I  sent  you  when  you  request  a  free  Rare 
Coin  Review.  And  in  case  you’re  curious,  I  get 
nothing  from  the  firm  for  sending  you  there  as  a 
potential  customer. 

But  I  think  one  of  the  nicest  things  about 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  that  you  don’t 
feel  as  if  you  have  to  spend  a  lot  of  money  to  be 
appreciated  by  them;  they  value  a  $20  order  (and 
offer  coins  for  sale  that  cheap  and  cheaper)  and 
treat  the  $20  customer  with  as  much  care  and 
courtesy  as  they  do  a  $20,000  purchaser.  And 
they  buy  the  same  coins  that  they  sell,  so  the 
material  in  their  stock  consists  of  pieces  worth 
buying,  from  either  a  collector’s  or  a  dealer’s 
point  of  view.  Anyway,  I’d  rather  read  the  latest 
copy  of  their  Rare  Coin  Review  than  eat,  as  this 
lavishly  illustrated  annotated  coin  price  list  is  a 
small  numismatic  education  in  itself.  I’ve  been 
reading  it  on  and  off  for  20  years,  and  when  a 
new  copy  arrives  I  know  I  won’t  sleep  that  night 
because  I  can’t  put  it  down  until  I’ve  studied  the 
whole  thing.  It’s  the  epitome  of  coin  price  lists. 


Low-56:  (1840)  Martin  Van  Buren/Eagle  above 
safe.  EF-45.  Copper.  Holed  for  suspension,  as 
issued.  Light  brown . 295.00 

Low-58:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship/NOT 
ONE  CENT:  •  EF-45.  $49  •  MS-63,  RB.  An 

outstanding  specimen . 395.00 

Low-59:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship/NOT 
ONE  CENT:  •  EF-40.  $49  •  Mint  State-60, 
RB . 295.00 

Low-60:  1841:  •  EF-40.  $45  •  MS-63  RB.  A 

beautiful  specimen . 450.00 

Low  61:  Webster.  Sailing  ship/Wrecked 
ship  with  lightning  in  ship.  AU-50.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  Very  difficult  to  locate  in 

any  grade . 1,295.00 

Low-62:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship/ 
Wrecked  ship;  lightning:  •  EF-45.  $49  • 
MS-65  RB.  A  splendid  gem  specimen.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census . 595.00 

Low-63:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship/ 
Wrecked  ship;  no  lightning:  •  VF-30. 
Porous.  $19  •  MS-64,  lustrous,  somewhat 
prooflike  brown.  A  gem  specimen.  Bisecting  die 

crack  across  ship  sails . 495.00 

Low-64:  1841.  Webster.  Sailing  ship/ 
Wrecked  ship;  no  lightning:  •  AU-50.  $85 
•  AU-55.  $99  •  MS-64  RB.  Very  early  diestate. 

A  splendid  coin . 495.00 

Low-66:  (1838)  Obverse:  Sailing  ship.  Re¬ 
verse:  Bull.  Inscription  around  reverse:  A 
FRIEND  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION.  Dies  by  John 

Gibbs.  EF-40.  Medium  brown . 575.00 

Low-67:  1841.  Liberty/May  Tenth  1837. 

Muling:  •  EF-40.  $49  •  MS-63  RB.  ...465.00 
Low-72.  Francis  L.  Brigham,  New  Bedford, 
Massachusetts.  View  of  Cheapside  business 
district.  As  Russ  Rulau  relates,  at  various  times 
Brigham  engaged  in  dentistry  and  operated  a 
dry  goods  store.  Rare  die  variety.  EF-40. 
Pinpricks  at  spot  in  center  of  reverse.  Satisfac¬ 
tion  guaranteed.  Light  brown . 795.00 

Low-73:  Francis  L.  Brigham.  Different  ob¬ 
verse  state  than  preceding.  EF-45.  Nice  me¬ 
dium  brown.  One  of  the  finest  seen.  ...495.00 
Low-74:  1833.  Ephraim  A.  Hathaway,  City 
Coal  Yard,  Providence:  •  F-12.  $10  •  MS- 
63,  glossy,  lustrous  brown.  Condition  Census. 

Superb!  . 795.00 

Low-76:  1833.  Robinson’s  Jones  &  Co.  Dif¬ 
ferent  reverse  die  state  (not  die)  from  preced¬ 
ing.  •  VF-20.  $15  •  VF-30.  $20  •  EF-40.  $45  • 

MS-63  RB.  Superb!  . 495.00 

Low-77.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables,  Troy, 
N.Y.  Very  crude  dies;  usually  seen  weakly 
defined  (cf.  Rulau  plate).  VF-20,  for  the  coin 
(to  use  19th-century  parlance).  Weakly  struck 

as  always.  Light  brown  surfaces . 675.00 

Low-83:  1834.  H.M.  and  E.I.  Richards, 
Attleboro,  Mass.  Figure  of  Lafayette  stand¬ 
ing.  •  VG-10.  $12  •  F-12.  $17  •  VF-20.  $30  • 
MS-63,  lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of 

mint  red . 475.00 

Low-84:  1834.  S.B.  Schenck,  Attleboro, 
Mass.  Planing  machine.  •  VF-20.  $30  •  EF-45. 

$75  •  MS-63  RB . 495.00 

Low-89.  1835.  Crude  Liberty  head/ 
BUCKLIN’S  INTEREST  TABLES.  Troy,  N.Y. 
VG-8  to  F-12.  Relatively  little  actual  wear,  but 
lightly  defined,  as  struck  and  as  always  seen. 
Very  smooth  and  attractive  medium  brown 


planchet.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  curious 
variety.  Ex  Virgil  M.  Brand  and  Michael  Zeddies 
collections  (the  latter  sold  by  us  in  March  1 990, 
Lot  361) . 575.00 

Low-92:  1835.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables, 

Troy,  N.Y.  •  G-6.  $10  •  VG-8.  $15  •  AU-50. 
Very  little  actual  wear.  Irregularly  struck  in 
some  areas,  as  usual.  Among  the  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence  of  this  crude  and  very  interesting  issue. 
Condition  Census.  Unlisted  in  Rulau  in  grades 

above  VF . 495.00 

Low-94:  1835.  Clark  &  Anthony,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.I.  Standing  figure  of  Lafayette  (with 
1834,  Lafayette’s  death  date;  “stock”  die  used 
on  several  HTT  issues):  •  VG-8.  $8  •  MS-63 

RB.  Condition  Census . 475.00 

Low-97:  (1837)  Merchants  Exchange,  New 
York,  N.Y.  Old  building.  •  VF-20.  $20  •  VF- 
30.  $30  •  EF-40.  $37  •  EF-45.  $49  •  AU-55.  $79 

•  MS-63  RB . 495.00 

Low-98:  (1837)  Merchants  Exchange,  New 
York  City.  New  building.  •  VF-20.  Cleaned. 
$15  •  VF-30.  $25  •  EF-40.  $45  •  AU-50.  $75  • 
AU-55.  $89  •  MS-64  RB.  Obverse  with  nearly 

full  fiery  original  mint  red.  A  gem! . 575.00 

Low-103:  1836.  R.  &  W.  Robinson, 
Attleboro,  Mass.  American  Institute  medal 
allegory:  •  F-15.  $12  •  EF-45.  $38  •  MS-65, 

brown . 495.00 

Low-107. 1837.  Henry  Anderson,  New  York, 
N.Y.  Boot  motif.  •  VF-35.  $25  •  EF-40.  $40  • 
EF-45.  $47  •  MS-64  RB,  mostly  fiery  original 

mint  red.  Condition  Census . 695.00 

Low-109:  1837.  Benedict  &  Burnham, 
Waterbury,  Conn.  Eagle  motif.  MS-63 

RB . 495.00 

Low-1 10: 1837.  Liberty/Centre  Market,  New 
York,  N.Y.  Reverse  with  image  of  Centre 
Market  in  columned  Grecian-style  building:  • 
VF-30.  $24  •  EF-40.  $40  •  MS-63  RB.  One  of 

the  finest  known . 465.00 

Low-113:  1837.  Eagle/H.  Crossman.  New  York, 

N.Y.  MS-63  RB .  345.00 

Low-116:  1837.  Maverick  Coach,  East  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.  German  silver.  A  cousin  to  the 
Roxbury  Coaches  token.  AU-55.  Small  planchet 
defect  on  rim,  as  made.  Condition  Census  qual¬ 
ity . 695.00 

Low-122:  1837.  Liberty/George  A.  Jarvis, 
New  York,  N.Y.:  •  VF-25.  $49  •  EF-40.  $69  • 
MS-64  RB.  75%  original  mint  red!  ....695.00 
Low-124:  1837.  Nathl.  March/William 
Simes  &  Co.  Portsmouth,  N.H.  Two 
mechants  share  advertising  on  a  single  token:  • 
VF-20.  $16  •  VF-25.  $18  •  VF-30.  $20  •  EF-40. 
$35  •  MS-64.  Brown,  traces  of  red.  ...435.00 
Low-130:  1837.  J.M.L.  and  W.H.  Scovill, 
Waterbury,  Conn.  Ascending  phoenix  motif. 

AU-58  . 495.00 

Low-132:  E.F.  Sise  &  Co.,  Dover,  N.H.  MS- 

65,  brown . 495.00 

Low-135:  1837.  Smith’s  Clock  Establish¬ 
ment,  New  York,  N.Y.  Clock  motif.  MS-60 

RB . 425.00 

Low-136.  1837.  Smith’s  Clock  Estab¬ 
lishment,  New  York,  N.Y.  Clock  motif. 
1837:  •  EF-40.  $99  •  AU-50.  $165  •  MS- 

63,  brown . 575.00 

Low-138a.  1837.  Smith’s  Clock  Establish¬ 
ment,  New  York,  N.Y.  Clock  motif.  AU-50. 


Early  (contemporary)  gilding;  one  of  just 

three  gilt  pieces  said  to  be  known . 575.00 

Low-140:  1837.  Liberty/Ezra  B.  Sweet,  New 

York,  N.Y.  MS-60.  Very  scarce . 795.00 

Low-141:  1837.  Liberty/Ezra  B.  Sweet,  New 
York,  N.Y.  Variety.  MS-60.  Quite  possibly  Con¬ 
dition  Census . 895.00 

Low-142:  Bergen  Iron  Works,  Lakewood, 
N.J.  Eagle  motif.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  A  superb 

coin.  Condition  Census . 975.00 

Low-150:  (1841)  J.  Gibbs,  Manufacturer, 
Belleville,  N.J.  EF-40,  but  with  modern  silver 
plating  (is  there  any  way  to  un-plate  this?) .  One 
of  the  highest  technical  grades  known  of  this 
rarity.  Ex  Paul  Taglione  and  Rossa  &Tanenbaum 

(1986) . 1,295.00 

Low- 153:(1837)  Abraham  Riker,  New  York, 
N.Y.  Boot  and  shoe  dealer:  •  VF-20.  $25  •  VF- 
30.  $30  •  MS-63  RB . 495.00 


Low-155:  (1837)  T.D.  Seaman, 
Belleville,  N.J.  Bull/Bouquet  sou  motif.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare.  EF-40.  Smooth  medium  brown. 
Tiny  scratch  on  bouquet  sou  side.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  major  rarity.  ...  1,750.00 


Low-156:  (1835)  N.  Starbuck  &  Son,  Troy, 
N.Y.  Another  very  crude  issue,  probably  by 
Benjamin  True.  F-15  from  a  technical  view¬ 
point,  but  with  very  little  actual  wear,  as  this 
issue  is  characteristically  lightly  impressed. 

Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces . 595.00 

Low-163:  (1835)  Howell  Works  Garden, 
Allaire,  N.J.  Rose  motif.  Scarce.  EF-40.  Above 

average  strike . 495.00 

Low-171:  Jackson  in  safe/Jackass  with 
LL.D.  AU-58.  Gilt.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  695.00 
Low-176:  Gustin  &  Blake,  Chelsea,  Vt.  VG- 
8  to  F-12  where  struck  up.  Incompletely  de¬ 
fined,  as  struck.  This  is  one  of  the  crudest  (ergo, 
most  interesting)  tokens  in  the  Hard  Times 

series . 950.00 

Low-180:  1840.  Bergen  Iron  Works,  Lake- 
wood,  N.J.:  •  EF-45.  $349  •  AU-58.  ...495,00 
Low-284:  (1835)  N.  Starbuck  &  Son,  Troy, 
N.Y.  Plow/Screw:  •  VF-30.  $225  •  MS-60, 
glossy  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  original 

mint  red . 795.00 

Low-320:  (1840s)  A.  Loomis,  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  AU-50.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  quality . 975.00 


“It’s  a  Lovely  Coin” 

The  following  is  from  Robert  C.: 

“Dear  Ken  (Spatola): 

“I  received  the  1876  20-cent  piece  and  1  am 
absolutely  thrilled  with  it.  It  is  extremely  well 
struck  and  ranks  among  my  better  coin  pur¬ 
chases.  I  really  wanted  an  1 875-CC  for  my  type 
set,  as  I  sent  in  my  want  list,  but  then  when  I 
received  your  current  catalogue  and  spotted 
the  1876  in  the  same  grade  for  what  I  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  a  bargain  price,  and  realized  that  it 
had  a  lower  mintage,  and  since  I  just  needed 
one  coin  for  a  type  set,  I  decided  to  be  flexible. 
It’s  a  lovely  coin!” 
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Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 

Save  10%  to  20%  on  all  titles! 


length,  and  will  have  hundreds  of  illustrations. 
This  comprehensive  volume  will  contain  just  about 
anything  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  silver 
dollars  and  trade  dollars — including  much  infor¬ 
mation  never  before  available  in  a  single  source. 
The  book  has  been  “growing,”  and  1  am  sure  that  if 
you  have  ordered  a  copy  at  the  pre-publication 
prices  in  1992,  you  will  find  that  it  is  well  worth 
waiting  for — you  will  get  “more  book”  than  you 
thought!  (On  the  other  hand,  if  you  do  not  want  to 
wait,  we  will  cancel  your  order  on  request.)  We 
expect  shipment  to  take  place  in  late  spring.  Ad¬ 
vance  notice  will  be  given  in  our  publications. 
Those  who  have  seen  the  manuscript  are  enthusi¬ 
astic,  and  you  will  be  also.  See  our  full  page 
advertisement  on  page  50  for  complete  details 
about  this  great  book. 


e  know  that  1993  will  be  a  year  of 
fun  and  knowledge  for  you  if  you 

buy  interesting  books  for  your  numis¬ 
matic  library.  More  than  any  other 
source,  books  provide  an  inexpensive,  interesting 
way  to  learn  all  about  coins — collecting,  investing, 
history,  romance — you  name  it.  Here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  we  offer  a  large  and  varied 
selection  of  numismatic  books  to  increase  your 
knowledge,  enhance  your  investment  potential, 
and  add  to  your  enjoyment  of  coins. 

Discount  specials:  To  further  tempt  you, 
you  can  take  a  confidential  10%  discount  on  any 
and  all  book  titles  (not  coins  or  other  items)  we  list 


in  the  following  pages.  Just  deduct  10%  from  the 
published  price  listed  next  to  each  title. 

Super  discount  special:  If  your  book  order 
totals  $100  or  more  (using  the  publisher’s  price  of 
each  book  toward  the  total),  take  a  super  20%!!! 
This  is  our  way  to  put  great  books  in  your  hands  at 
prices  you’ll  find  to  be  very  inexpensive.  The  more 
books  you  order,  the  more  money  you  save! 

Silver  dollar  book  update:  As  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press,  Dave  Bowers  is 
putting  the  finishing  touches  on  the  manuscript  of 
the  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  The  book  is 
estimated  to  be  between  1 ,000  and  1 ,500  pages  in 


Call  for  fast  service 
For  fastest  service  call  toll-free  1-800-222- 
5993  and  have  our  stock  numbers  for  the  books 
you  want.  Use  your  credit  card.  We  will  total  the 
books,  automatically  calculate  your  discount,  and 
ship  to  you  at  the  most  favorable  price.  Just  think, 
a  few  minutes  from  right  now,  your  order  can  be 
taken  care  of  here  in  our  office!  Books  are  a  great 
way  to  learn  and  have  fun  at  the  same  time.  We 
eagerly  await  your  order. 


Sincerely, 


Doug  Plasencia 

Manager,  Publications  Department 
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Just  $40  for  this 
superb  pair  of  Mercury 
dimes,  to  help  us 
celebrate  our 
40th  anniversary! 

MERCURY  DIMES!  1941-S 
Mercury  dime,  MS-64, 
a  brilliant  gem,  PLUS  a 


0  Ec 


4  Us  >> 

7  V  N 


1944  Mercury 
dime,  MS-65, 
a  brilliant  gem. 

A  nice  pair! 
A  great  value! 


$40  Special  #6 


Just 

$40! 


m 


dl 


oj 


Just  $40  for  this 
gem  MS-64  San 
Francisco  Mint 
Morgan  dollar, 
lo  marc*  to  help  us  cele¬ 

brate  our  40th 
anniversary! 

GEM  MS-64  San  Francisco  Mint  Morgan  dollar, 
early  date  (circa  1878-1890)  of  our  choice,  certi¬ 
fied  by  ANACS,  NGC,  or  PCGS,  hand-selected, 
brilliant,  and  lustrous!  From  a  group  n  £  ^ 
of  these  recently  bought  by  Dave  <>  ^ 

Bowers.  What  a  nice  way  to  add 
to  your  collection,  or  for  a  nice 
gift  to  a  friend  or  relative!  ^  1  ft  v  v 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

A  best-seller,  184  pages,  with  separate  pages  devoted 
to  each  issue.  Rarity  information  is  given  in  several 
degrees  of  Mint  State  pres¬ 
ervation,  as  well  as  hints 
and  additional  collecting  in¬ 
formation.  illustrated. 
Special  Offer:  Get  the 
hardbound  version  at  the 
softbound  price. 

►  Hardbound  (BAK-749) 
Pub.  $29.95 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the 
Rare  Coin  Market  (2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best-selling  book  contains  information  about  the 
following:  How  to  buy  and  sell  coins  effectively;  slabs 
and  certified  coins,  pros  and 
cons;  how  to  get  an  extra 
value  for  your  money;  deal¬ 
ers  and  dealing;  market  and 
price  information;  using  it 
to  your  advantage;  secrets 
of  successful  collecting  and 
investing,  and  much,  much 
more.  372  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-353) 
Pub.  $19.95 


Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100! 
(Off  the  publisher’s  prices 
listed  below.) 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Full  of  facts,  figures,  and 
information  about  com- 
memoratives  from  the  19th 
century  through  1991.  A 
section  for  each  issue.  768 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-308) 
Pub.  $39.95 

►  Quality  Hardbound 
(BBM-308A)  Pub.  $49.95 

►  Deluxe  Limited  Edition 
(BBM-308B)  Pub.  $75 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  0  DaviJ  Bowers 


Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best  seller  traces  the  life  of  one  of  America’s  most 
successful  coin  dealers.  Whether  you  are  collector, 
dealer,  or  investor,  here  is  the  success  story  second  to 
none.  Founder  of  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatists 
Guild  and  its  first  president, 
he  received  the  Farran  Zerbe 
Award,  the  highest  recogni¬ 
tion  given  by  the  ANA. 
Fascinating — and  an  inspi¬ 
ration  to  anyone  aspiring  to 
be  a  success  in  the  hobby. 
351  pages,  illustrated. 

►  5oftbound  (BBM-164) 
Pub.  $19.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

This  book  will  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold  to  anyone 
interested  in  American  gold 
coins.  Describes  each  type 
from  1795  onward,  dis¬ 
cusses  availability,  and 
includes  extensive  research 
by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg.  122 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-350) 
Pub.  $12.95 

►  Hardbound  (BBM- 
351)  Pub.  $19.95 


The  Compleat  Collector 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  monograph  contains  some  views,  often  tongue- 
in-cheek,  on  coin  collecting — and  what  makes  a 
collector  compleat  (or  complete),  illustrated  with 
whimsical  drawings  from 
Elli  Ford.  This  monograph 
does  not  pretend  to  be  a 
serious  work,  but,  rather, 
an  irreverent  observation  of 
some  aspects  of  what  many 
of  us  consider  to  be  the 
world’s  greatest  hobby.  A 
fun  reading  experience!  40 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-158) 
Pub.  $4.95 
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Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and  investment 
aspect  of  coins.  The  fabulous  California  Gold  Rush,  the 
great  Treasury  release  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars  in 
1962,  the  coin  market  over 
the  years,  dos  and  don’ts  of 
coin  investment,  and  more. 
Enthusiastically  acclaimed ! 
306  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BBM- 
125)  Pub.  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  work,  comprised  of  two  deluxe  hardbound  vol¬ 
umes,  chronicles  the  history  of  the  ANA  since  its 
founding  in  1891,  with  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  the  pages  of  The 
Numismatist .  In  a  year-by- 
year  study,  the  author 
analyzes  the  politics,  per¬ 
sonalities,  and  trends  that 
shaped  America's  premier 
numismatic  association. 
1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(BAN-710)  Pub.  $159 


Coins  and  Collectors 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  was  first  published  in  1964,  and 
reprinted  several  times  since  then,  most  recently  in 
1988.  Here  is  a  book  which  delighted  an  earlier 
generation  of  numismatists 
and  which  was  the  first  book 
that  Dave  Bowers  ever 
wrote.  You’ll  enjoy  reading 
about  numismatic  history, 
investment,  die  varieties, 
and  more!  Certainly  one  of 
the  best-selling  numismatic 
books  of  all  time.  214  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-400) 
Pub.  $9.95 


The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter: 

A  Study  In  Rare  Coin 
Price  Performance 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Gives  yearly  market  closing 
prices,  1963  to  1988,  for  all 
popular  series.  A  vivid 
record  of  the  market,  cycles 
and  changes  in  popularity 
which  shaped  the  market 
over  the  past  30  years.  527 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-402) 
Pub.  $34.95 
>-  Hardbound  (BBM- 
403)  Pub.  $49.95 
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Profits 

From 
Rare  Coin 
Investment 


Q,  David  Bowen 


High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin 
Investment  (NEW  13th  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  truly  great  book  combines  fascinating  text  with 
charts,  data,  etc.  Here  is  a  glimpse  of  what  this  volume 
contains:  Building  a  Portfo- 
LI1/-IJ  lio;  “Slabbed”  and  Certified 

-  |  Coins;  Price  and  Market 

Cycles;  Avoiding  Mistakes; 
Spotting  Sleepers;  Grading; 
How  the  Stock  Market  Af¬ 
fects  the  Coin  Market;  and 
much, muchmore!  Over  400 
Srar  I  pages,  illustrated. 

”  "  >  Softbound  (BBM-104) 

$19.95 


The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabulous  Garrett 
Collection,  catalogued  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $25  million,  this 
immense  volume  covers  in 
depth  all  series  from 
colonials  to  regular  copper, 
nickel,  silver,  and  gold  is¬ 
sues,  to  territorials  and 
patterns.  This  book  will  be 
the  foundation  to  your  ref¬ 
erence  library'.  572  pages. 
►  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(BRM-130)  Pub  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

As  llluKTttrd  by  the 
Garrett  CoHeater, 
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Special  Pre-Publication  Offer! 


Silver  Dollars 
“From  A-Z!" 

The  most  comprehensive  encyclopedia  ever  published  on  silver  dollars 
can  be  yours  with  this  special  pre-publication  offer!  (Save  money,  too!) 


►  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

ould  you  like  to  be 
among  the  first  to  own 
r  A  one  of  the  most  useful, 
interesting,  and  most  informa¬ 
tive  books  ever  written  on  any 
subject  in  numismatics?  If  the 
answer  is  YES,  we  invite  you  to 
order  Q.  David  Bowers’  spec¬ 
tacular  new  book  at  our  money¬ 
saving  pre-publication  price 
with  delivery  planned  for  late 
spring. 

Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  covers 
each  silver  dollar  issue  from 
1794  through  1935,  plus  the 
modern  Eisenhower,  Anthony 
and  other  issues,  plus  trade 
dollars.  It  is  a  true  encyclopedia 
of  silver  dollars  —  from  “A-Z!” 

This  book  will  contain: 

*  INTRODUCTORY  MATE¬ 
RIAL:  A  study  of  the  concept  of 
rarity  applied  to  silver  dollars, 
historical  considerations,  an 
overview  of  dollar-size  coins  of 
the  world,  and  the  background 
that  led  to  the  production  of  the 
dollar  in  1794. 

*  EARLY  DOLLARS  1794- 
1804:  Early  dollar  die  varieties  will  be 
described,  using  information  in  the  Bolender 
book,  and  a  wealth  of  new  information  and 
rarity  data,  including  the  results  of  a  compre¬ 
hensive  study  of  auction  appearances  from  the 
19th  century  to  date. 

*  GOBRECHT  DOLLARS  1836-1839: 


Dolors 


Silver 


K 


u 


BvJT 


Data  concerning  striking,  die  varieties, 
availability,  pedigrees,  market  prices  over  the 
years,  and  more. 

★  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS: 

Following  a  detailed  historical  introduction  are 
separate  chapters  on  collecting  Liberty  Seated 
dollars  and  market  performance. 

★  MORGAN  DOLLARS:  Market  values  of 
each  Morgan  dollar  date  and  mintmark  variety, 

popularity  trends,  mintages,  the  estimated 
number  known  in  different  grade 
ranges,  scarce,  interesting,  and 
unusual  varieties,  and  more! 

★  PEACE  SILVER  DOL¬ 
LARS:  Each  of  the  varieties  is 
illustrated,  described,  and 
evaluated.  Market  prices 
are  given,  with 
information 
concerning  hoards, 
quantities  on  the 
market,  the  effects 
of  investment  and 
speculation,  rarity 
at  different  grade 
levels,  and  more. 

★  MODERN 


DOLLARS:  All  Eisenhower  dollars  are 
discussed,  illustrated,  and  analyzed,  as  are 
Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars,  silver  bullion  “eagle” 
dollars,  PLUS  commemorative  silver  dollars 
from  the  1900  Lafayette  onward. 

★  TRADE  DOLLARS:  Each  issue  is 
discussed  in  detail,  together  with  distribution 
procedures,  hoards,  market  price  movements 
since  the  19th  century,  the  rarity  of  various 
issues  today,  grading,  and  more. 

The  book  is  now  being  completed,  and  will 
be  about  1,500  pages  in  size.  Each  page  will  be 
8-1/2  by  11  inches  on  high-quality  paper. 

This  landmark  volume  represents  many 
years  of  work  and  research  effort  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  and  many  distinguished  contributors.  It 
will  be  produced  in  one  mammoth  volume  with 
three  quality  binding  choices.  Prices  are: 

★  QUALITY  SOFTBOUND.  (BBM-203) 

List  price  $69.00. 

★  QUALITY  HARDBOUND.  (BBM-204) 
List  price  $89.00. 

★  DELUXE  LIMITED  EDITION  (BBM- 
205)  Limited  to  just  900  copies  individually 
numbered  and  hand-signed.  Hardbound.  First- 
come,  first-served.  Subject  to  availablility.  List 
price  $125. 

★  Two  Easy  Ways  to  Order:  (1)  Phone 
1-800-222-5993,  use  your  credit  card,  and  we’ll 
reserve  a  copy  at  the  pre-publication  discount 
price,  plus  $3  shipping. 

(2)  Use  the  handy  coupon  and  order  by 
mail.  Credit  card  or  your  personal  check  is  fine! 

★  GUARANTEE  OF  SATISFACTION:  If 
you  are  not  completely  satisfied  you  may  return 
this  book  within  30  days  of  receipt  for  a  full 
refund.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  100%  delighted! 


SAVE  10%  or  20%  OFF  THE 
COST  OF  THIS  BOOK! 

Combine  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 
with  other  books  we  offer  for  sale,  and  take 
advantage  of  our  generous  10%  and  20% 
discounts!  Remember,  you  can  take  10%  off 
the  publisher’s  prices  for  orders  up  to  $100, 
and  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100. 
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“Book  Marks” 

Bowers’  forthcoming  silver  dollar 
book  is  impressive  and  useful 

An  Unsolicited  Review  by  Ken  Bressett 


>  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States.  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 

his  review  was  written  before  the  book 
had  been  planted  or  released.  That  does 
not  mean  that  I  have  not  actually  read  the 
book  yet.  Far  from  it.  In  fact  I  have 
already  read  it  at  least  three  times,  and  some 
sections  in  as  many  as  five  revisions.  It  is  the  kind 
of  a  book  that  I  will  undoubtedly  read  many  more 
times,  and  never  stop  enjoying  it. 

What  makes  this  book  so  special?  For  starters, 
it  was  penned  by  the  most  proficient  writer  of  our 
times.  Then,  as  if  the  author,  Q.  David  Bowers,  is 
not  skillful  enough  to  make  this  a  masterpiece,  he 
has  drawn  upon  the  expertise  of  hundreds  of  other 
dealers,  collectors  and  researchers  to  add  to  this 
spectacular  coverage  of  every  aspect  of  United 
States  silver  dollars. 

The  very  size  of  this  book  is  impressive.  8-1/2 
by  11  inches,  and  approximately  1,500  pages.  It 
will  be  available  both  in  hardbound  at  $89,  or 
softbound  for  $69.  Either  version  has  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  bargain  that  will  prove  to  be  worth  far  more 
than  its  cost.  For  serious  collectors  it  will  become 
the  most  frequently  used  and  valuable  book  in  their 
library.  Even  casual  readers  will  find  in  it  a  wealth 
of  information  that  relates  to  other  numismatic 
areas  well  beyond  the  range  of  silver  dollars. 

Collecting  tips 

Basically,  this  book  is  an  encyclopedic  study  of 
the  history  and  technical  aspects  of  every  U.S. 
silver  dollar  issued  from  1794  through  1935  plus 
the  modern  Eisenhower,  Anthony  and  other  issues, 
as  well  as  the  trade  dollars  of  1873-1885.  It  also 
contains  rarity  and  price  information  about  each  of 
these  coins,  as  well  as  collecting  tips  about  avail¬ 
ability  and  buying  and  selling  possibilities. 

If  you  want  to  know  how  many  1890  Morgan 
dollars  there  are  in  MS-63;  or  what  to  look  for  in  a 
well  struck  coin  of  this  date;  or  learn  about  the 
price  history  of  this  piece  since  the  year  it  was 
issued;  this  book  tells  it  all.  And  it  does  the  same  for 
all  other  dollars  of  every  date  and  in  every  grade. 
Yet,  even  with  all  of  that  price  information  this  is 
far  from  a  valuation  catalogue.  The  background, 


history  and  other  interesting  facts  that 
are  presented  along  with  each  coin 
often  surpass  the  pricing  data. 

Readers  will  be  amazed  by  the 
numerous  disclosures  of  so  many 
heretofore  unpublished  facts 
that  are  recorded  for  nearly 
every  series.  Mintage  figures 
have  all  been  re-examined 
and  analyzed  with  fresh 
insight. 

Each  coin  and  variety 
has  been  studied  in-depth  for 
new  details,  many  of  which  have  been 
overlooked  before  this  time.  Many  myths, 
suppositions  and  old  beliefs  have  been  laid  to 
rest  or  clarified  by  the  light  of  Bowers’  original 
research. 

The  introductory  chapter  to  this  work  could  be 
a  book  in  itself.  It  gives  readers  an  overview  of 
dollar-size  coins  of  the  world  and  the  background 
that  led  to  production  of  our  country’s  largest  silver 
coin.  This  is  followed  by  a  chapter  of  the  early 
dollars  dated  1794-1804.  For  me,  the  discussion  of 


the  1804  dollars,  and  the  related  novodels  dated 
1801,  1802  and  1803,  was  far  more  than  ever 
expected.  It  covers  the  subject  in  great  depth, 
including  a  registry  of  present  owners  and  a  full 
past  history. 

Many  will  find  the  section  on  Gobrecht  and 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  the  most  enjoyable  part  of 
Bowers’  book.  This  is  a  fascinating  series  that  has 
never  been  fully  explored  by  any  other  writer. 
Much  new  information  is  presented,  especially  that 
provided  by  R.W.  Julian  on  the  Gobrecht  dollars. 
The  Liberty  Seated  series  is  complete  with  price 
history  and  unpublished  facts  about  the  Treasury 
hoard. 

Exhaustive  study 

Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  will  never  seem  the 
same  again  after  you  read  their  complete  history  in 
this  exhaustive  study.  This  is  solid  information  that 
you  can  use  time  and  time  again  to  learn  about 
price  performance,  rarity  at  different  grade  levels, 
hoards,  quantities  on  the  market,  invest¬ 
ment  and  speculation  facts. 

The  trade  dollar  coverage  is 
another  area  that  has  become  sub¬ 
jected  to  an  original  study  by  the 
author  and  his  team  of  experts. 
Here  you  will  find  details  never  be¬ 
fore  seen  in  any  other  book.  There  are 
many  surprises  in  this  section.  Did  you 
know  that  the  1874  trade  dollar,  which  is 
common  in  low  grade,  is  a  great  rarity  in 
MS-65? 

Rounding  out  this  dollar  extravaganza  is 
an  equally  detailed  coverage  of  modern  issues 
including  the  Eisenhower,  Susan  B.  Anthony 
and  commemorative  pieces  from  the  1900 
Lafayette  to  date. 

If  there  is  anything  negative  to  be  said  about 
this  book  it  is  only  that  it  will  forever  challenge  the 
efforts  of  those  amateur  authors  who  may  want  to 
try  their  hand  at  numismatic  writing.  This  book 
sets  a  standard  that  will  be  difficult  to  follow,  but 
one  that  will  last  well  into  the  future  as  a  model  of 
excellence.  It  belongs  in  every  numismatic  library. 


▲  Dave  Bowers  (right)  and  his  son  Wynn  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Orlando  this 
past  summer.  Wynn,  whose  profession  is  electronics,  was  a  visitor  to  the  show 
and  came  to  help  out  at  the  Bowers  and  Merena  exhibit  and  to  observe  the 
general  goings-on.  Here  they  are  shown  in  front  of  the  Authors’  Table  arranged 
by  the  ANA,  at  which  various  writers  can  autograph  books  and  meet  friends. 
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Take  10%  off  book 
orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100! 
(Off  the  publisher’s  prices 
listed  below) 


An  Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  In 
The  1930s:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Contains  fascinating  correspondence  from  the  private 
files  of  1930s  dealer  Walter  P.  Nichols,  who  corre¬ 
sponded  with  many  famous 
people.  Letters  from  this 
secret  file  offer  a  wealth  of 
information  the  hobby  dur¬ 
ing  these  formative  years. 
Scandals  and  controversies, 
hopes  and  dreams,  suc¬ 
cesses  and  failures  come  to 
life.  144  pages,  illustrated. 
►  Softbound  (BBM-155) 
Pub.  $14.95 


The  Numismatist’s 
Bedside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  offers  enjoyable  reading  about  numismat¬ 
ics,  unusual  aspects  of  the  hobby,  investment.  An 
anthology  of  some  of  the 
best  articles  from  past  is¬ 
sues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
by  such  authors  as  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Dennis  Loring, 
Frank  M.  Todd,  Walter 
Breen,  Bruce  Lorich,  James 
F.  Ruddy,  David  L.  Ganz, 
and  even  one  written  by 
Mark  Twain.  224  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-200) 
Pub.  $9.95 


The  Numismatist’s 
Fireside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Within  the  covers  of  this  book  is  a  banquet  of  numis¬ 
matic  tales  by  well-known  authors,  including  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Douglas  McDonald, 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Don  Alper, 
Cal  Wilson,  Bruce  Lorich, 
Paul  M.  Green,  Hans 
Schulman,  and  Louis  Elias- 
berg.  Articles  on  history, 
collecting,  investment,  rari¬ 
ties — you  name  it!  224 
pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-201) 
Pub.  $9.95 


The  Numismatist’s 
Lakeside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  is  the  third  in  the  series  of  Companion 
books.  An  interesting  book,  packed  with  all  sorts  of 
stories  by  a  variety  of  well- 
known  authors,  including 
Ed  Rochette,  Robert  W. 
Julian,  Michael  Wescott, 
Tom  LaMarre,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Frank  Gasparro, 
John  W.  Adams,  Michael 
Hodder,  J.G.  Macallister, 
and  others.  224  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-202) 
Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Numismatist’s 
Weekend  Companion 


Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  offers  a  wide  variety  of  articles  on  topics 
ranging  from  Vermont  coppers  to  historical  medals  to 
controversial  commemora- 
tives.  Interspersed  in  this 
volume  are  Dave  Bower’s 
“This  and  That”  columns 
made  up  of  news  and  notes 
from  all  over.  You  will  enjoy 
this  book  whether  you  read 
one  article  at  a  time  or  the 
whole  volume.  224  pages. 
►  Softbound  (BBM-206) 
Pub.  $9.95 


Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Offers  data  on  mintages,  rar¬ 
ity,  grading  information, 
buying  tips,  and  prices.  De¬ 
livery  expected  in  late 
spring.  Pre-publication 
offer. 

>•  Softbound  (BBM-203) 
Pub.  $69.00 

►  Hardbound  (BBM- 
204)  Pub.  $89.00 

►  Dlx.  Lim.  Edition  (900) 
(BBM-205)  Pub.  $125.00 


Silver  Dollars 

axd  T-uci,  Doll  .-  I  tht 

United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  Strange  Career  of  Dr.  Wilkins: 

A  Numismatic  Inquiry 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  investigation  into  the  life  of  Dr.  George  G.  Wilkins, 
who  is  numismatically  remembered  for  counter¬ 
stamping  coins,  but  who  is 
remembered  in  other  quar¬ 
ters  for  passing  counterfeit 
money,  selling  liquor  with¬ 
out  a  license,  and  peddling 
patent  medicine.  Fun  read¬ 
ing.  96  pages,  illustrated. 
>-  Softbound  (BBM-420) 
Pub.  $9.95 


United  SteW. 
Coin*  by  Dnip  Typ*» 


United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Includes  valuable  information  on  sleepers,  unrecog¬ 
nized  rarities,  good  buys, 
plus  information  concern¬ 
ing  design,  distribution,  and 
other  valuable  facts.  Each 
major  design  type  from 
1793  to  date  is  illustrated 
and  completely  described, 
256  pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound  (BBM-307) 
Pub.  $9.95 


United  States  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Half  cents,  large  cents,  small 
cents,  and  two-cent  pieces 
are  discussed  in  detail  and 
all  major  types  are  .illus¬ 
trated.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why 
is  it  priced  as  such?  Which 
issues  are  sleepers?  How 
have  such  pieces  been  col¬ 
lected  over  the  years?  176 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-302) 
Pub.  $9.95 


United  States  Dimes,  Quarters^^ 
and  Half  Dollars:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


United  Stete*  dimes, 
(Juuttn.  And  IUII  lltHlin 


This  book  takes  you  behind 
the  scenes  and  gives  you  a 
dealer’s  view  of  sleepers  you 
can  find,  and  many  differ¬ 
ent  things  to  watch  for  when 
buying  and  selling — an 
“inside  view”  of  these  de¬ 
nominations.  215  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-304) 
Pub.  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  by  pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis  Eliasberg 
Collection,  which  the  author  catalogued  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $12.4  million. 
Readable  and  informative, 
this  volume  discusses  all  you 
want  to  know  about  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  coins.  How  they 
were  minted,  why  certain 
issues  are  rare,  stories  of 
rarities,  and  so  on.  415 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BBM- 
135)  Pub.  $57.95 
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United  States  Three-cent  and 
Five-Cent  Pieces:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor  " 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  gives  you  an  inside  view  of  three-cent 
pieces,  nickel  five-cent 
pieces,  and  half  dimes. 
Sleepers,  the  stories  behind 
rarities  such  as  the  fabulous 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel 
and  the  unique  1870-S  half 
dime  are  recounted,  with 
many  photographs.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-303) 
Pub.  $9.95 
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Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 
Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating 
and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand  (1862- 
1926)  and  how  he  became 
known  as  “the  world’s  great¬ 
est  coin  collector,”  owning 
over  350,000  coins  by  the 
time  he  died.  The  book  is 
literally  a  “numismatic  tour” 
of  the  past!  Truly  delightful 
reading!  248  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

>-  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(BBM-140)  Pub.  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

In  this  revised  edition,  the  author  details  Proof  coin 
manufacture,  characteristics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs, 
and  gives  a  wealth  of  other 
information  concerning 
Proofs.  Year  by  year  analy¬ 
sis.  Includes  detailed 
discussions  of  Proof  sets, 
scarcities  and  rarities,  and 
pedigrees  of  classic  issues. 
338  pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Softbound  (BBR-765) 
Pub.  $29.95 


The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the 
United  States  1796-1838 

By  A.  W.  Browning 

This  reprint  of  the  definitive  book  in  the  series  has 
been  updated  and  revised  by  Walter  Breen  and  Michael 
Hodder.  Intensive  informa¬ 
tion  is  offered  about  die 
varieties,  attributions,  and 
auction  records.  A  must  for 
the  quarter  dollar  special¬ 
ist.  182  pages,  illustrated. 
>-  Softbound  (BBR-811) 
Pub.  $19.95 
►  Hardbound  (BBR- 
812)  Pub.  $29.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 

Articles  by  some  of  the  most  respected  numismatists  of 
our  time.  A  companion  to  the  ANA  History,  this  volume 
includes  studies  by  John  W. 
Adams,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Walter  Breen,  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett,  Carl  W.A.  Carlson, 
Mrs.  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli, 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Michael 
Hodder,  Robert  W.  Julian, 
Eric  P.  Newman,  and  An¬ 
drew  W.  Pollock  III.  372 
pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BAN-711) 
Pub.  $65 


VIRGIL  BRAND: 
The  Man  and  Hi*  Era 


Fractional  Money 

By  Neil  Carothers 

First  published  in  1925,  this  reprinted  volume  tells 
about  “fractional  money” — the  author’s  term  for  cop¬ 
per,  nickel,  and  silver  coins.  He  details  various  issues, 
telling  how  different  metal¬ 
lic  and  other  changes  came 
to  be,  interrelating  numis¬ 
matics  with  various  financial 
conditions,  wars,  and  other 
events.  One  of  the  most  valu¬ 
able  numismatic  reference 
books  ever  published.  392 
pages. 

►  Softbound  (BCA-835) 
Pub.  $19.95 


Coinage  Laws  of  the 
United  States  1792-1894 

By  David  L.  Ganz 

One  of  the  most  significant  references  ever  published! 
This  volume,  originally  printed  in  1894,  contains  all 
the  coinage  laws  leading  to 
the  creation  of  designs, 
modifications  of  metallic 
standards,  establishment  of 
branch  mints,  etc.,  covering 
one  of  the  most  significant 
times  in  the  history  of  nu¬ 
mismatics.  With  new 
foreword.  77  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BGA-100) 
Pub.  $9.95 


Mint  Marks 

By  Augustus  G.  Heaton 

Reprinted  limited  edition  of  the  original,  published  in 
1893.  This  book,  with  a  new  introduction  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  is  one  of  the  most  important  references  ever 
printed.  Originals  sell  for 
$100-$200  each!  Augustus 
Heaton  pioneered  the  way 
to  mintmark  collecting,  list¬ 
ing  various  “Causes  of 
Attractiveness”  and  telling 
numismatists  why  they 
should  collect  coins  of  vari¬ 
ous  mints  in  addition  to 
Philadelphia. 

►  Softbound  (BHE-950) 
Pub.  $6.95 


An  Historical  Account 
of  American  Coinage 

By  John  H.  Hickcox 

Reprint  of  the  original,  first  published  in  1858.  This 
book  is  the  first  large-size  work  published  in  America 
and  devoted  exclusively  to 
American  numismatics.  Fur¬ 
nishes  information  on 
colonial,  state,  and  early 
coinage,  as  well  as  coinage 
of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
through  1857.  In  addition 
to  153  pages  of  text,  five 
illustration  plates  are  incor¬ 
porated. 

►  Softbound  (BHI-100) 

Pub.  $9.95 
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MONEY 


AHBJOWC* 

SMAii  CONS.  AND  fWACTONAA 
PAPWCUWENCN 
OF  THE  UNfTED  STATES 


BY 

NEIL  CAROTHERS 


Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100! 
(Off  the  publisher’s  prices 
listed  below.) 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins  with  com¬ 
plete  and  concise  information  regarding  all  silver  and 
gold  issues,  from  the  1848 
CAL  quarter  eagle  to  the 
modern  1991  issues.  An  es¬ 
sential  quick  reference  guide 
for  the  beginning  and  ad¬ 
vanced  commemorative 
collector.  165  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-309) 
kfitteU Hnhter  Pub.  $9.95 

tat'  Q  David  Bowers 


Guide  to  US. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  reference  tells  the  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection, 
and  how  it  was  formed  over  several  generations,  from 
Liberty  Holden  in  the  19th 
century,  to  R.  Henry  Nor¬ 
web,  Jr.  in  our  own  time. 
Includes  dozens  of  full-page 
plates  of  prize  American 
coins.  The  story  of  the  coins 
themselves  and  the  person¬ 
alities  who  acquired  them. 
288  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(BBM-145)  Pub.  $29.95 


The 

]  Norweb 
j  Collection  ; 


The  Standard  Catalogue  of  Encased 
Postage  Stamps 


STANOARO 
l  ATAUXU  'E 


By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  is  the  basic  reference  on  this  fascinating 
series.  Dozens  of  different 
varieties  are  described,  and 
accompanying  each  descrip¬ 
tion  is  historical  text,  rarity 
ratings,  and  catalogue 
prices.  A  must.  Foreword  by 
Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  with  ap¬ 
preciations  by  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.,  and  Robert  Kincaid.  192 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
►  Softbound  (BBM-355) 
Pub.  $19.95 


ENCASED 
POSTAGE  STAMPS 


•• 


Recollections  of  a  Mint  Director 

By  Frank  A.  Leach 

This  great  book,  with  a  new  foreword  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  divulges  the  memoirs  of  Frank  A.  Leach, 
superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  from  1897 
to  1907.  You’ll  go  behind 
the  scenes  at  the  mint  and 
read  fascinating  informa¬ 
tion  not  readily  available 
elsewhere.  Originally  pub¬ 
lished  in  1917,  this  book  is 
sure  to  be  enjoyed  from 
cover  to  cover.  Highly  rec¬ 
ommended.  136  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BLE-100) 
Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Eagle  That  Is  Forgotten 

By  Dr.  Joel  Orosz 

This  great  book,  with  a  preface  by  Eric  P.  Newman, 
tells  the  story  of  a  pioneer  American  collector  who 
formed  his  cabinet  during  the  18th  century  and  who 
was  involved  in  many  other 
collecting  and  intellectual 
pursuits.  This  volume  which 
will  shed  new  light  on  the 
early  days  of  coin  collecting 
in  America.  75  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Softbound  (BOR-500) 
Pub.  $9.95 

>  Hardbound  (BOR- 
501)  Pub.  $19.95 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coinage,  the 
composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  The  book  also  includes 
data  on  clad  coins  in  circu¬ 
lation  and  collections,  as 
well  as  a  selection  of  read¬ 
ings  pertaining  to  the 
subject.  Illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRA-511) 
Pub.  $12.95 


The  Romance  of  Coin  Collecting 

By  Ed  Rochette 

The  author,  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  and  one  of  the  most  popular  coin  writers 
of  all  times,  has  written  several  dozen  fascinating 
stories  about  the  back¬ 
ground  of  certain  coins, 
tokens,  medals,  and  paper 
money  issues.  Here  is  a  thor¬ 
oughly  delightful  book  that 
will  furnish  a  weekend  of 
good  reading — pure  numis¬ 
matic  entertainment!  184 
pages,  extensively  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-721) 
Pub.  $12.95 

Encyclopedia  of  United  States\^X 
Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989  X 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

A  new  printing  of  this  classic  work  on  American 
commemoratives,  now  386 
pages  long,  and  available 
for  the  first  time  in  quality 
format  for  an  affordable 
price.  This  reference  gives 
detailed  information  on 
commemorative  coins  from 
1892  to  date,  plus  much 
other  useful  data. 

>  Softbound  (BSW-742) 
Pub.  $29.95 


The  United  States  Nickel 
Five-Cent  Piece:  A  Date- 
By-Date  Analysis  and  History 

By  Michael  Wescott 

The  first  full-length  study  of 
the  nickel  five-cent  piece 
ever  published.  Walter 
Breen  writes  in  the  intro¬ 
duction,  “Michael  Wescott 
taught  me  facts  about  nick¬ 
els  I  hadn’t  known  even  after 
30  years  of  studying  this 
series.”  Illustrated.  192 
pages. 

►  Softbound  (BWE-705) 
Pub.  $14.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

This  book  discusses  each  and  every  Charlotte  Mint 
gold  coin,  including  characteristics,  rarity,  and  nu¬ 
merous  other  factors.  A  standard  reference  in  the  field. 

Highly  acclaimed.  140 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BWI-812) 
Pub.  $14.95 


The  Coin  World  Comprehensive 
Catalog  &.  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  Coins 

By  David  T.  Alexander 

The  author  describes,  illus¬ 
trates,  and  prices  American 
coinage  from  1652  to  the 
present:  colonial  and  early 
state  coins;  all  early  inde¬ 
pendence  period  issues;  and 
pattern  and  trial  coinage; 
among  others.  646  pages. 
►  Softbound  (BAL-100) 
Pub.  $19.95 

>•  Hardbound  (BAL-101) 
Pub.  $35.00 


Numismatic  Typographica 

By  William  Blades 

Limited  edition  (just  300  copies)  of  this  1883  work 
about  the  medallic  history  of  printing,  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  esoteric  specialties  in  numismatics.  With  a 
new  foreword  by  Henry 
Morris,  this  1991  reprint 
offers  185  pages,  24  full 
pages  of  illustrations,  qual¬ 
ity  hardbound,  on  good 
quality  paper.  The  editorial 
material  is  quite  interesting 
and  guarantees  the  buyer 
an  enjoyable  evening. 

>•  Hardbound  (BBL-853) 
Pub.  $40.00 
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New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

The  second  of  Douglas  Winter’s  books  this  one  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  New  Orleans  Mint  and  the  gold  coins  struck 
there.  Includes  characteristics  of  each  issue,  by-grade 
rarity  ratings,  Condition 
Census  listings  and  much 
more.  Over  200  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BWI-814) 
Pub.  $19.95 

►  Hardbound  (BWI-815) 
Pub.  $31.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes  on  a  year-by-year 
basis  and  goes  far  beyond  the  Daniel  W.  Valentine 
work  on  the  series.  A  must 
for  anyone  interested  in  this 
series.  168  pages,  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBL-105) 
Pub.  $29.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature,  Volume  I,  19th-Century 
Auction  Catalogues 


By  John  W.  Adams 

As  this  book  is  out  of  print,  less  than  30  copies  remain. 


UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE  VOLUME  I, 
19TH-CENTURY 
AUCTION  CATALOGUES 

Mia  W.  Adam 


In  one  of  the  most  impres¬ 
sive  reference  books  of  all 
time,  the  author  has  stud¬ 
ied  19th-century  dealers 
in  detail,  described  their 
lives,  and  listed  their  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues.  271  pages, 
illustrated. 

>  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(BAD-721)  Pub.  $125 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

The  author  gives  all  the  facts  concerning  Liberty 
Seated  quarters  from  the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the  last 
in  1891.  Characteristics  of  striking,  details  of  die 
varieties,  rarity  in  various 
grades,  collecting  hints,  and 
more — this  book  has  it  all. 
265  large-size  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Softbound  (BBR-800) 
Pub.  $39.95 
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Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents,  1793-1857 

This  superb  book,  with  photographs  by  Jack  Collins, 
contains  over  500  pages  of  half  cent  lore,  with  at  least 
a  full  pageor  more  devoted  to  each  date  and  major 
variety!  Enough  spicy  com¬ 
ments,  editorial  opinions, 
and  other  tidbits  to  keep 
you  reading  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  through  to  the  end. 
One  of  the  most  impressive 
specialized  books  on  U.S. 
coinage  ever  published!  500 
pages,  includes  color  plates. 
►  Hardbound  (BBR-763) 
Pub.  $60.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

This  volume  contains  a  great  deal  of  information  on 
this  popular  series  covering  issues  from  1837  through 
1891.  No  collector  of  dimes 
should  be  without  a  copy. 
192  pages,  over  550  photo¬ 
graphs. 

►  Softbound  (BGR-222) 
Pub.  $36.95. 
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Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins 


One  of  the  greatest  books  ever  written  in  numismatics! 

Every  American  issue  from 
I  the  earliest  days  onward  is 
discussed.  Virtually  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  library  all  in  one 
book!  An  absolute  must  for 
every  numismatic  library, 
beginning  or  advanced!  754 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
►  Hardbound  (BBR-764) 
Pub.  $100.00 
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How  to  Grade  U.S.  Coins 

By  James  L.  Halperin 

The  author  has  studied  in  detail  Uncirculated  and 
Proof  coins,  particularly  Morgan  silver  dollars,  but 
other  popular  design  types  as  well,  and  in  this  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated  volume 
gives  pointers  on  how  to 
differentiate  various  grades. 
Between  the  two  covers 
you’ll  find  much  useful  in¬ 
formation.  167  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BHA-700) 
Pub.  $14.95 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Reprint  of  this  19th-century  classic.  Details  colonial, 
state,  and  early  American  coins,  the  history,  legisla¬ 
tion  pertaining  to  them,  collecting,  comments,  etc.  A 
simply  marvelous  book,  and 
one  of  our  favorites.  A  must 
for  your  library,  even  if  you 
do  not  collect  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  This  reprint 
edition  also  includes  mod¬ 
ern  comments  by  Eric  P. 
Newman.  378  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BCR- 
271)  Pub.  $45.00 


The  Official  Identification  and  Price 
Guide  to  Minting  Varieties  and  Errors 


By  Alan  Herbert 

This  guide  (in  its  fifth  edition)  answers  questions 
regarding  the  varieties  and  errors,  including  how  they 
T  were  produced,  why  they 
3  occurred,  how  to  tell  if  they 

_ ■  l  are  genuine,  and  how  to 

estimate  scarcity  and  rarity. 
With  over  250  photographs, 
this  book  will  aid  you  in  the 
search  for  unusual  coins. 
390  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BHE-770) 
Pub.  $12.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the  World  From 
Ancient  Times  to  the  Present 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

New  revised  and  expanded  sixth  edition.  Contains 
illustrations,  brief  descriptions,  and  prices  of  gold 
coins.  An  excellent  guide  to 
the  specialty,  and  a  “must” 
for  any  serious  buyer.  The 
Friedberg  work  is,  of  course, 
the  classic  in  the  field — and 
this  is  the  best  edition  yet. 
Hardbound,  extensively  il¬ 
lustrated,  723  pages. 

►  Hardbound  (BFR-902) 
Pub  $55.00 


GOLD  COINS<S> 
OF  THE  WORLD 


%  ^ 


The  Comprehensive  U.S. 

Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 

By  John  W.  Highfill 

Containing  as  it  does  so  many  contributions  from  so 
many  different  authors,  this  book  will  be  an  excellent 
source  for  information  for 
anyone  interested  in  silver 
dollars,  particularly  those  of 
the  Morgan  and  Peace  types. 
1,240  pages,  profusely  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BHI-127) 
Pub.  $100.00 
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Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100! 
(Off  the  publisher’s  prices 
listed  below.) 


Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint— 
The  First  Century,  1792-1892 

By  Robert  W.  Julian 

Published  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society,  this  con¬ 
densed,  large-format  book  is  a  gold  mine  to  anyone 
interested  in  medals  pro¬ 
duced  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  Contains  abundant 
information  concerning 
production  quantities,  rari¬ 
ties,  designers,  and  the  like. 
Interesting  reading  and 
highly  recommended.  475 
pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BJU-788) 
Pub.  $35.00 


Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of 
the  United  States 

By  Donald  H.  Kagin 

The  “last  word”  on  the  subject  of  territorial  gold  coins, 
privately-issued  gold  coins,  ingots,  and  bars — as  well 
as  other  topics  relating  to 
the  wild  West.  While  col¬ 
lecting  territorial  gold  coins 
is  admittedly  a  rarified 
realm,  this  book  is  valuable 
to  every  numismatist,  for  it 
is  crammed  with  history,  ro¬ 
mance,  numismatic  facts, 
and  more!  406  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BKA-709) 
Pub.  $29.95 


Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis 

By  Jerry  Kimmell 

Fewer  than  200  copies  of  this  valuable  study  have 
been  printed.  For  the  collector  or  researcher  in  the 
field  of  territorial  gold  coins — including  California, 
Colorado,  Oregon,  Utah, 
Georgia,  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina  issues — this  study  forms 
a  very  valuable  key  to  prices 
over  the  years  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  times  a  given  variety 
has  crossed  the  auction 
block.  Highly  recom¬ 
mended!  138  pages,  coins 
illustrated  in  color  on  cover. 
>  Spiral  bound  (BKI- 
750)  Pub.  $39.95 


Abe  Kosoff  Remembers 


By  Abe  Kosoff 

Reprint  of  this  old-time  dealer’s  reminiscences.  Chock 
full  of  anecdotes  and  stories.  Fascinating  reading.  392 
pages,  illustrated. 


>-  Softbound  (BKO-703) 
Pub.  $19.95 
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The  Complete  Guide  To 
Barber  Dimes 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  detailed  analysis  of  all  issues  from  1892  to  1916, 
with  a  page  or  more  given  to  each  date  and  mintmark. 

A  great  guide  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  series.  Pric¬ 
ing,  rarity,  grading  —  it’s  all 
here! 

►  Softbound  (BLA-101) 
Pub.  $23.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

Background  information  concerning 
given,  then  a  page  is  devoted  to  each  date  and  mintmark 
variety,  with  rarity,  die  va¬ 
riety,  and  other  information 
concerning  each.  101  pages, 
illustrated  with  detailed 
drawings  and  photographs. 
►  Softbound  (BLA-100) 
Pub.  $19.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 

The  author  discusses  Barber  half  dollars  on  a  date-by¬ 
date  basis,  illustrating  each  issue,  rating  its  rarity, 
giving  its  price  in  three  dif¬ 
ferent  year  categories,  and 
adding  comments  concern¬ 
ing  strike,  lustre,  and  other 
considerations.  Handy  for 
anyone  interested  in  the  se¬ 
ries  and  recommended  in 
this  regard.  112  pages,  ex¬ 
tensively  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BLA-102) 
Pub.  $24.95 
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The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia 

By  Arnold  Margolis 

The  author,  one  of  the  best-known  experts  in  the' 
field  of  error  coins,  discusses  everything  to  do  with ' 
minting  and  mint  errors — including  the  minting  pro¬ 
cess,  how  coins  are  struck, 
how  mint  errors  are  pro¬ 
duced,  different  types  of 
mint  errors,  etc.  All  in  all, 
this  is  truly  worthy  of  the 
name  “Encyclopedia.”  Ev¬ 
ery  collector  should  have 
one.  370  pages,  illustrated. 
►  Softbound  fBMA-760) 
Pub.  $21.95 


Catalogue  of  the  Louis  Helfenstein 
Collection  of  Large  Cents 

By  Lester  Merkin 

One  of  the  landmark  events  in  American  auction 
history,  the  Helfenstein  Collection,  expertly  catalogued 
and  including  many  superb 
coins,  caused  a  sensation 
when  it  was  sold  by  Lester 
Merkin  in  August  1964  and 
shattered  just  about  every 
price  record  in  existence! 
Included  is  a  list  of  prices 
realized.  Just  a  few  copies 
remain! 

►  Softbound  (BME-750) 
Pub.  $25.00 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

Reprint  of  this  classic  work.  The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period  .312 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BNE-798) 
Pub.  $50.00 


The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

A  magnificent,  fully  illustrated  “encyclopedia”  of  early 
American  paper  money  by  the  acknowledged  master. 
Includes  many  newly  listed  issues,  more  historical 
background  information 
than  before,  and  a  greatly 
increased  number  of  illus¬ 
trations.  The  wealth  of 
information  presented  in 
this  new  edition  is  stagger¬ 
ing  and  will  become  the 
standard  authority  for  all 
collectors  of  early  Ameri¬ 
can  paper  money. 

>  Hardbound  (BNE-800) 
Pub.  $49.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

This  is  the  classic  guide  to  attributing 
series.  Photographs  of  die  varieties  include  new  dis¬ 
covery  pieces  enlarged  two 
diameters.  New  sections  and 
information  include  data  on 
Condition  Census,  pictorial 
grading,  design  types,  and 
much  more.  710  pages. 

►  Hardbound  (BOV- 
100)  Pub.  $59.95 


Best  Buys  in  Rare  Coins 

By  Donn  Pearlman 

The  author,  a  member  of  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors, 
CBS  radio  broadcasting  personality,  and  long-time 
numismatist,  gives  observations  and  advice  about 
buying  rare  coins,  all  spiced 
here  and  there  with  a  bit  of 
humor.  Filled  with  fascinat¬ 
ing  information  and  stdries 
about  the  most  recom¬ 
mended  coin  and  currency 
items.  Contains  a  large  ref¬ 
erence  section  for  more 
specific  information.  197 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BPE-100) 
Pub.  $8.95 


The  Pioneer  Western  Bank- 
First  of  Denver  1860-1980 

By  Robert  S.  Pulcipher 

The  author  tells  the  story  of  one  of  the  West’s  most 
famous  banks.  It  contains  a  wealth  of  information 
concerning  early  checks,  fi¬ 
nancial  documents,  banking 
practices,  etc..  (Illustrated 
with  color  pictures  of  the 
people  involved  in  this  early 
firm!)  220  pages,  color  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(BPU-749)  Pub.  $39.95 


Making  Money 

By  Ed  Rochette 

A  fascinating  book,  highly  enjoyable,  by  one  of 
American’s  best-known  numismatic  writers.  In  this 
volume,  Ed  Rochette  regales  the  reader  with  many 
fascinating  stories  of  coun¬ 
terfeiters,  issuers  of  phony 
numismatic  pieces,  impos¬ 
tors,  and  the  like.  Definitely 
worth  having — a  volume 
you  can  curl  up  and  spend 
an  evening  reading!  150 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-720) 
Pub.  $9.95 


The  Other  Side  of  the  Coin 

By  Ed  Rochette 
(Foreword  by  Ed  Reiter) 

A  delightful  compendium  of  short  stories  associated 
with  coining  and  minting  around  the  world.  Fascinat¬ 
ing  reading  about  coins  of 
the  American  West,  numis¬ 
matic  personalities,  paper 
money,  organizations,  and 
other  timely  topics.  Enter¬ 
taining  and  educational — a 
delightful  and,  in  the  field 
of  coin  books,  rare  combi¬ 
nation.  200  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-719) 
Pub.  $9.95 
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Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Match  your  coin  to  the  photograph  and,  presto, 
graded!  The  best-selling  grading  guide  ever  pub¬ 
lished.  Designated  as  an  official  grading  guide  by  the 
ANA  in  1972.  All  series  are 
covered  from  half  cents 
through  double  eagles.  Also 
contains  information  con¬ 
cerning  cleaning  coins, 
preserving  them,  how  to 
recognize  Matte  Proofs,  and 
other  data.  Essential.  208 
pages,  illustrated. 

>  18th  Edition,  Softbound 
(BRU-414)  Pub.  $9.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic ' 

William  S.  Sheldon.  This  book  contains  over  60  pho¬ 
tographs  of  large  cents,  together  with  plates  of  1 2  new 
varieties  discovered  since 
1965. 340  pages,  illustrated. 
Our  supplier  had  a  couple 
dozen  copies  of  this  book 
autographed  in  ink  at  the 
1990  ANA  Convention  by 
Walter  Breen,  who  is  a  co¬ 
author  of  the  book. 

>-  Hardbound  (BSH-100) 
Pub.  $50.00 

>  Autographed  Hardbound 
(BSH-101)  Pub.  $75.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  Snow 
(edited  by  Chris  Pilliod) 

This  long  overdue  book  on  a  very  popular  series 
contains  more  information  than  you  ever  dreamed 
existed  about  Indian  cents. 
It  aids  in  the  identification 
of  repunched  dates,  some 
rare  overdates  and  other 
items.  An  absolute  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  thousands  of 
numismatists  who  like  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cents. 
►  Hardbound  (BSN-725) 
Pub.  $79.50 


U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage 

By  Don  Taxay 

Dave  Bowers  was  once  asked  to  name  the  five  most 
valuable  books  ever  produced  on  the  subject  of  U.S. 
coinage,  and  this  was  one  of  them!  Discusses  in  detail 
the  operations  of  the  U.S. 
Mint  from  the  earliest  days 
onward.  Over  400  pages, 
illustrated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BTA-774) 
Pub.  $35.00 


Mint- 


The  Investor’s  Guide  to 
Coin  Trading 

By  Scott  A.  Travers 

This  is  a  volume  designed  expressly  for  the  investor. 
The  author  deals  with  market  trends,  investment 
portfolios,  telemarketing, 
grading  standards,  slabs  and 
encapsulation,  insider  infor¬ 
mation,  how  to  buy  low  and 
sell  high,  bullion  coins,  auc¬ 
tion  sales,  classical  rarities, 
commemoratives,  dealers 
and  financial  planners,  and 
more.  230  pages,  illustrated. 
►  Hardbound  (BTR-701) 
Pub.  $24.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and 
Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  &  A.  George  Mallis 

Out  of  print  since  1981,  this  revised  work  is  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  one  of  the  most 
important  numismatic  ref¬ 
erences  ever.  With  sections 
on  the  background  of  silver 
dollar  coinage,  the  book 
concludes  with  “Working 
With  The  Coins.”  520  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BVA-707) 
Pub.  $49.95 

►  Hardbound  (BVA-708) 
Pub.  $69.95 


The  Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  standard  reference  on  coin-in-the-slot,  old-time 
nickelodeon  pianos  with  art  glass  fronts,  music  boxes, 
calliopes,  player  pianos, 
musical  gambling  machines, 
orchestrions,  and  circus  or¬ 
gans.  Over  15,000  copies 
sold!  The  American  Library 
Association  called  it  “one  of 
the  best  reference  books  of 
the  year.”  1,008  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-801) 
Pub.  $49.00. 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

If  you  enjoy  history,  nostalgia,  and  old-time  photos  of 
soda  parlors,  carnivals,  and  fairs,  if  you  want  to  read 
one  of  the  greatest  success  stories  in  business — then 
this  book,  bout  a  soft  drink 
that  once  outsold  Coca- 
Cola,  is  a  must.  The  book 
will  provide  several  eve¬ 
nings  of  delightful  reading! 
760  pages,  softbound.  Sec- 
ond  printing! 

►  Softbound  (BBM-809) 
Pub.  $19.95. 
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Em,YrT.(  H’EDIA 


w  * 


Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100! 
(Off  the  publisher’s  prices 
listed  below.) 


Nickelodeon  Theatres  and 
Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  tells  all  about  the  ornately  fronted  theatres 
of  the  1900-1915  years,  plus  hundreds  of  illustrations 
of  early  film  stars,  theatres, 
and  so  on.  A  great  book  for 
those  interested  in  Ameri¬ 
can  history  and  nostalgia! 
212  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-821) 
Pub.  $19.95 

>  Deluxe  hardbound 
(BBM-822)  Pub.  $24.95 
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The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  inquiry  into  a  numismatic  oddity,  counterstamped 
coins  of  the  mid  1800s,  takes  the  reader  back  to  the 
days  when  hydropathy  (water  cure)  was  practiced  all 
over  the  U.S.  By  focusing  on 
the  history  of  one  establish¬ 
ment  in  rural  Maine,  Q. 
David  Bowers  discusses  the 
history  of  the  water  cure 
while  also  painting  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  life  there.  A  deluxe 
limited  edition  of  only  650 
copies.  224  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Deluxe  hardbound 
(BBM-422)  Pub.  $49.95 


The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 

This  volume  covers  the  picture  post  cards  produced  by 
Alphonse  Mucha,  acknowledged  master  of  art  nouveau. 
Each  post  card  illustrated  is  worthy  of  an  art  gallery! 

A  very  popular  book  which 
has  been  acclaimed  in  the 
world  of  art,  antiques,  and 
old-time  post  cards.  Pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated,  120  pages. 
>•  Softbound  (BBM-850) 
Pub.  $10.00 


Muriel  Ostriche: 

Princess  of  Silent  Films 

In  a  “you  are  there”  fashion,  you  will  journey  to  the 
fascinating  era  of  silent  pictures  while  reading  about 
Muriel  Ostriche,  who  was  voted  the  second  most 
popular  film  actress  in 
America  in  1913.  If  you  are 
interested  in  film  history, 
American  history,  or  enjoy 
books  written  in  a  nostalgic 
vein,  here  is  a  volume  you 
will  not  want  to  miss. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-830) 
Pub.  $19.95 

►  Deluxe  hardbound 
(BBM-831)  Pub.  $24.95 


Q,David  bower* 
Mary  L  Martin 
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The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were  issued  by 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  and  its  successor,  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  Each  catalogue  includes  a  list  of 
prices  realized. 

O  GARRETT  COLLECTION  AUCTION  CATALOGUES 
(1979-1981)  (Stock  No.  BBM-501)  $69.00.  Fea- 
tures  the  1804  silver  dollar,  three  Brasher  doubloons, 
colonial  coins,  U.S.  regular  issues,  and  other  items — 
which  crossed  the  auction  block  for  $25  million! 

O  CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M. 
VERNON  SHELDON  COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-515)  $8.00.  Two  great  old-time  collections. 

O  GEORGE  D.  HATIE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-518)  $8.00.  Featuring  a  superb  collection. 

O  MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION 
(1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-521)  $8.00.  A  large  offering 
of  U.S.  coins  in  various  categories,  plus  other  specialties. 

O  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-525)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00.  A  classic  sale! 

O  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-541)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00.  Includes  many  rarities, 
especially  in  the  gold  series.  Classic! 

OTHE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND 
EVERETT  W.  NESS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-531) 
$8.00.  The  collection  of  Arthur  Sipe,  past  president  of  the 
ANA,  and  Everett  W.  Ness. 

OTHE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY  SIECK  &  ROY 
HARTE  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-535)  $8.00.  Con 

taining  silver  coins  to  copper  to  gold  and  much  more! 

OTHE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H. 
DODSON  AND  RICHARD  L.  COLLIER  (1984)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-545)  $8.00.  Packed  with  rarities  from  the 
collection  of  Admiral  Oscar  Dodson. 

OTHE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-550)  $8.00.  From  the  Emery  and 
Nichols  collections,  hidden  in  a  bank  vault  for  decades. 

O  THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-551)  $8.00.  Features  U.S.  coins,  patterns,  and 
paper  money. 

OTHE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-553)  $8.00.  Features  United  States 
and  world  coins,  patterns,  and  paper  money. 

OTHE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-558)  $8.00.  Features  a  1796  quarter 
dollar,  many  rare  issues! 

O  RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ESTATE 
(1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-560)  $8.00.  From  the  estate 
of  one  of  America’s  most  respected  dealers,  Abe  Kosoff.  A 
treasure  trove  of  rarities. 

O  HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-562)  $6.00.  A  slim  catalogue  offering  137  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  commemorative  half  dollar. 

OTHE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-564)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-565)  $25.00.  U.S.  coins,  tokens,  encased  postage 
stamps,  colonials,  paper  money,  and  ancient  coins. 

OTHF.  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION 
(1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-569)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-570)  $25.00.  U.S.  half 
dimes,  plus  gold  coins,  commems,  and  silver  dollars. 

OTHF.  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  I.EIDMAN  ( 1 986) 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-572)  $25.00. 


This  catalogue  features  Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  tokens, 
so-called  dollars,  and  other  Americana. 

OTHE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS 
(1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-573)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-574)  $25.00.  The  great¬ 
est  collection  ever  of  inaugural  medals,  Assay  Commission 
medals,  Indian  Peace  medals,  etc. 

OTHE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-575)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00.  A  superb  offering  of  the 
gold  coins  of  Harry  Einstein. 

O  THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR. 
CHARLES  W.  INGLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-577)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-578)  $25.00.  Emphasizes  early  American  coins. 

OTHE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  & 
THE  HARVEY  E.  SMITH  COLLECTIONS  (1986) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.BBM-580)  $25.00.  A  huge  collection  of 
world  coins,  and  an  impressive  collection  of  U.S.  coins. 

O  THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-581)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-582)  $25.00.  Primarily  of  U.S.  coins. 

O  THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COL¬ 
LECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-585)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-586)  $25.00.  An  inter¬ 
esting  sale  from  the  reference  collection  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Denver,  Colorado. 

OTHE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-589)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-590)  $50.00.  A  treasure  trove  of 
numismatic  information,  and  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
rarity-laden  catalogues  ever! 

OTHE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-599)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-600)  $50.00.  Many  different  U.S. 
coins;  silver,  gold,  and  colonials. 

OTHE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-605)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $50.00.  Offered  are  colonials, 
half  dollars,  silver  dollars,  $20  pieces,  and  more. 

OTHE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-591)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (StockNo.  BBM- 
592)  $25.00.  Included  is  the  1834  King  of  Siam  Proof 
set,  containing  a  Gem  Proof  1804  silver  dollar. 

O  THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLEC¬ 
TION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-593)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-594)  $25.00.  Many  de¬ 
sirable  U.S.  coins  from  colonials  to  gold. 

OTHE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION 
(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-595)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-596)  $25.00.  With  im¬ 
portant  large  cents,  a  Gem  Proof  1879  $4,  early  gold,  rare 
U.S.  patterns,  and  Washington  pieces. 

O  THE  GUIA COLLECTION  (1988)  (StockNo.  BBM- 
597)  $  1 0.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-598) 
$25.00.  The  most  valuable  collection  of  world  gold  ever! 

OTHE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS 
(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-601)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-602)  $25.00.  Patterns, 
Proofs,  a  $47.71  Kohler  ingot;  paper  money. 

O  THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  8;  GLENN 
SMEDLEY  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-603)  $8.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-604)  $25.00. 

Two  important  collections  of  rare  U.S.  patterns,  com- 
memoratives,  gold  coins,  and  other  numismatic  specialties. 


OTHE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-607)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00.  An  important  offering 
of  Proof  coins,  rare  gold,  large  cents,  etc. 

O  THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR.  (1989) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-609)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00.  Features  many  impor¬ 
tant  U.S.  rarities  and  world  coins. 

O  FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-611)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-612)  $25.00.  Offered  are  U.S.  rarities,  Hard  Times 
tokens.  Civil  War  tokens  and  store  cards  and  world  coins! 

OTHE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-613)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (StockNo.  BBM- 
614)  List:  $25.00.  A  wonderful  selection  including 
early  U.S.  gold  coins  andl794-1803  silver  dollars. 

O  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  AS¬ 
PEN— THE  1989  ANA  CONVENTION  SALE  (1989) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-615)  $10.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-616)  $25.00.  A  veritable  smorgas¬ 
bord  of  U.S.  and  world  rarities. 

OTHE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS 
(1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-617)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-618)  $25.00.  One  of  the 

most  significent  offerings  of  Canadian  coins  ever. 

O  THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-619)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

620)  $25.00  A  varied  offering  of  American  coins,  from 
New  Jersey  coppers  to  a  High  Relief  MCMVII  double  eagle. 

OTHE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND 
DENNIS  IRVING  LONG  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

621)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-622) 
$49.00  Two  important  collections  featuring  gems  from 
the  Norweb,  Garrett,  and  Eliasberg  collections. 

O  SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  &  RYDER 
COLLECTIONS  (1990)  (StockNo.  BBM-623)  $8.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-624)  $49.00 

Superb  U.S.  coins,  Hard  Times  tokens,  colonials,  paper 
money,  and  Canadian  coins. 

OTHE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-625)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
626)  $49.00.  Superb  coins  from  an  old-time  holding. 

O  THE  ROBERT  W.  RUSBAR  COLLECTION  (1990) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-627)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-628)  $49.00.  A  diverse  sale  with 
important  pieces  to  be  found  in  virtually  all  series! 

OTHE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-631)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-632)  $49.00.  A  strong  sale  which  features  an  old- 
time  cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  pieces  from  1790  on. 

O  THE  MARVIN  P.  MATLOCK,  M.D.  COLLECTION 
(1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-633)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-634)  $49.00.  Features  a 
specialty  collection  of  Liberty  Head  double  eagles. 

OTHE  GEORGE  N.  POLIS,  M.D.  COLLECTION 
(1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-635)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-636)  $49.00.  Highlighted 
by  an  extensive  collection  of  ancient  Roman  coins. 

OTHE  ANA  1891-1991  CENTENNIAL  AUCTION 
(1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-637)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-638)  $99.00.  A  diverse, 
comprehensive  auction;  a  once  in  a  century  opportunity. 

O  THE  FRONTF.NAC  SALE  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
639)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-640) 
$49.00.  Features  collections  of  Canadian  coins,  colonial 
and  state  coins,  and  numismatic  Americana. 
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Kingswood  Display  Holders 


Dansco  Coin  Albums 


Bowers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  offer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin  Albums  to 
beautifully  display  your  collection.  You  will  be  proud  to  own  these  albums, 
which  are  made  with  the  finest  materials  and  superb  craftsmanship!  The 
ports  on  each  page  will  hold  your  coins  securely,  and  each  port  is  imprinted  to 
properly  identify  your  coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome  simulated  leather,  which  is  beautifully  gold 
embossed  to  furnish  a  truly  luxurious  setting  for  your  collection. 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  about  15%  off  the  listed  retail  price. 


Deluxe 

*♦  “All-in-one”  construction  folds  out  to  allow 
display  without  turning  pages.  Coins  are  open  to 
the  air,  ideal  for  circulated  coins. 

Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to  insert  coins. 
*»  Ports  are  exact  size  of  the  coins  and  inscribed 
with  year,  mint,  and  number  minted. 

*»  Bound  in  handsome,  gold  embossed,  simu¬ 
lated  leather. 


*»  Loose-leaf  pages,  plastic  coated  and  wash¬ 
able. 

->  Ports  are  covered  with  acetate  slides  to  pro¬ 
tect  and  allow  viewing  of  both  sides  of  your 
coins. 

*>  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simulated 
leather,  gold  embossed  binder. 

D-7070  U.S.  Type-major  coins  from  1800$18.95 

D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages . $18.95 


D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents  . $14.95 

D-8 1 00  Lincoln  Cents- 1 909  to  date,  including  Proof- 

only  . $22.95 

D-8102  Lincoln  Memorial  Cents-1959  to  date,  in 

eluding  Proof-only . . $14.95 

D-71 11  Liberty  Nickels . $12.95 

D-71 12  Buffalo  Nickels .  $12.95 

D-7 1 20  Dimes-from  1 892  .  $22.95 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes . .  $12.95 


Albums 

D-90  Indian  Head  Cent  1856-1909 . $3.60 

D-112  Buffalo  Nickel  1913-1938  .  $3.60 

D-121  Liberty  Dime  1892-1916 . $3.60 

D-122  Mercury  Dime  1916-1945 . $3.60 

D-141  Washington  Quarter  1932-1962  ...  $5.40 

D- 1 60  Liberty  Standing  Half  Dollar .  $6.30 

D-165  Franklin  Half  Dollar  1948-1963  $3.60 


Albums 


D-7 123  Mercury  Dimes .  $12.95 

D-7 130  Liberty  Head  Quarters 

1892-1916 . $16.95 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters  .  $12.95 

D-8140  Washington  Quarters-from  1932,  includ¬ 
ing  Proof-only  . $22.95 

D-7 150  Liberty  Head  Half  Dollars 

1892-1915 . $16.95 

D-7 160  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1916-1947 .  $16.95 

D-7161  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1941-1947 . $12.95 

D-7165  Franklin  Half  Dollars .  $12.95 

D-7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  $16.95 

D-7179  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  $16.95 

D-7 175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  $12.95 

D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set  $14.95 


D-7097  Commemorative  Coins  1980s  $12.95 


- . :  > 


Supreme 


KW-l  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1793-1799 
KW-2  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1800-1830 
KW-3  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver,  1831-1850 
KW-4  Copper,  Copper-Nickel,  Silver,  1851-1860 
KW-5  New  Issues  Bronze,  Nickel,  Silver  1861-1900 
KW-6  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1901-1950 
KW-7  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1951  On¬ 
ward 

KW-8  New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 
KW-9  New  Issues  Gold,  1901-1933 
KW-9AGold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMV11 
KW-11  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 
KW-l 2  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 
KW-13  Commemorative  Silver  and  Clad,  1937- 
1986 

KW-14  New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 
KW-15  Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 


KW-191  U.S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head 
Types,  Regular  Issues,  1809-1835 
KW-2 11  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 
KW-2 12  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 
KW-2 1 3  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Basic  Type  Collec¬ 
tion 

KW-230  United  States  Half  Cent  Types,  1793-1857 
KW-231  United  States  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent 
Types,  1793-1857 

KW-232  United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Date 
KW-233  United  States  Coinage  Designs — Two, 
Three,  and  Five-Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 
KW-234  United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 
KW-235  United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-236  United  States  Quarter  Types,  1 796  to  Date 
KW-238  United  States  Dollar  Types — Regular  Is¬ 
sues,  .900  Silver,  1794-1935 

KW-240  United  States  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  1987 


Date  Collection  Holders 


KW-lOO  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878. 
KW-101  Indian  Cents,  1879-1909. 

KW-l  11  Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938. 

KW-130  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923. 
KW-13 1  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1924-1930. 
KW-133  Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952. 
KW-140  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919. 
KW-141  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934. 
KW-142  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940. 
KW-143  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1941-1947. 
KW-150  Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880. 

KW-151  Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883. 

KW-152  Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887. 

KW-153  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891. 

KW-154  Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895. 


KW-155  Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900. 

KW-156  Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921. 

KW-157  Morgan  Dollars,  20th-Century  Issues  1901  - 
1921. 

KW-192  U.S.  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents — Business 
Strike  Issues  1849-1857. 

KW-239  U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987. 

KW- 18 1  United  States  20th-Century  Liberty  Eagles. 

KW-201  United  States  Silver  Eagles,  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  Half  Dollar. 

KW-202  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagle. 

KW-203  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagle 

KW-260  Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars,  Mint  Collection. 


Type  Collection  Holders 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-5:  Bronze , 
Nickel,  and  Silver  Issues,  1861-1900 


Protect,  store,  and  display  your 
collection  to  its  finest  advan¬ 
tage — all  with  our  Kingswood 
Display  Holders.  Made  of  sturdy  8x10 
Lucite  plastic,  black  with  individually 
stamped  bright  gold  letters,  sandwiched 
between  two  clear  sheets,  and  secured 
with  screws  at  the  border;  these  holders 
are  the  finest  on  the  market. 

Save  almost  15%! 

Regularly  $28.50  each — you  can 
order  now  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
for  only  $24.50.  That’s  a  savings  of 
almost  15%! 
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$40  Special  #7 


Just  $40  for  these  coins 

PLUS  a  book,  to  help  us  celebrate 

our  40th  anniversary! 

WASHINGTON  QUARTERS!  Pick  this  pair  of 
choice  MS-63  coins,  1948-S  and  1949,  PLUS  a 
copy  of  one  of  the  best-selling  coin  books  ever 
published,  Q.  David  Bowers’  Coins  and  Collec¬ 
tors.  A  great  value! 

(Sorry,  this  book  offer  cannot  be  combined  with  our  standard  book  discounts!) 


,  f  V 


O  SPECIAL  MONEY-SAVING  OFFER 


SPECIAL  MONEY-SAVING  OFFER  O 


$40  Special  #8 


Just  $40  for  this  award-winning 
$59.95  book,  to  help  us  celebrate 
our  40th  anniversary! 


Dave  Bowers  comments:  “When  I  wrote  this  book  for  The  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  it  was  predicted  that  in  a  10-year  period,  1,000  copies 
might  sell.  The  University  was  wrong!  By  now,  over  12,000  copies  have 
been  sold,  and  it  is  in  its  4th  big  printing!  The  book  is  The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage- and  it  is  illustrated  by  the  $25  million  Garrett 

Collection!  Tell  you  what:  If  you  order  this 
book  for  just  $40  net,  a  nice  savings  on  its 
own,  we’ll  pay  the  postage,  too  (saving  you 
an  additional  $3).  This  is  one  of  my  favorites 
among  the  books  I  have  written,  and  I 
would  like  you  to  DC  ('• 

have  one!”  (Sorry,  ^  ^ 

this  book  offer 
cannot  be  i*. 
combined 
with  our 


standard  book 
discounts!) 


•fr  Yf-A 


■Si 


Terms  of  Sale 


OAny  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at 
800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line 
603-569-5095. 

An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  conve¬ 
nience.  Enclose  your  remittance  or  use  MasterCard, 
Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  the  information  in 
raised  print  on  your  card,  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign 
your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices  if  possible  (these  will 
only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design 
type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling  for  all 
orders  under  $300.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through 
our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on 
unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1/2%  per  month  (18% 
per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for 
further  details.) 

©Overnight  delivery  is  available  as  a  special  service  for 
established  customers.  For  $10  extra  coins  will  be 
shipped  overnight  express  to  a  street  address  (sorry, 
not  box  numbers).  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book 
shipping.  Please  request  this  when  ordering. 

GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  rea¬ 
son,  including  grading,  maybe  returned  within  30  days 
of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc. 
have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7|  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion 
coins,  dealer  to-dealer  transactions,  or  coins  for  which  the 
price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  nu¬ 
merical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion 
of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary 
among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conserva¬ 
tive  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless 
thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members 
are  members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Others  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profes¬ 
sion  for  many  years. 

All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national 
and  regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our 
clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or 
mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 
mance  or  quality  of  any  coin  or  its  price  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  More¬ 
over,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of 
time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New 
Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County 
and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any 
errors  which  may  occur. 


♦  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review 

Q.  David  Bowers 

♦  President  —  Raymond  N.  Merena 

♦  Direct  Sales  Dept.  —  Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Ken 
Spatola,  Director  of  Sales;  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Pat 
Dumas,  Numismatic  Associate 

♦  Auction  Dept.  —  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Director;  Andrew  W 
Pollock,  ill,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van  Valen,  Professional 
Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris  Karstedt,  Program  Manager, 
Kingswood  Galleries 

♦  Research  Dept.  —  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  111,  Frank  Van  Valen,  Beth  O.  Piper 

♦  Graphics  Dept.  —  Lee  Blythe  I.illjedahl,  Manager;  William  Win 
ter,  Art  Director;  Jennifer  Meers;  Jennifer  Rose;  Roberta  French; 
Linda  A.  Heilig;  Sarah  Cochrane;  Cathy  Dumont,  Manager,  Photog¬ 
raphy  Department 

♦  Administration  -  John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia 
Lassiter,  Karla  Welch,  Elaine  Dionne,  Susan  Novak,  Jane  Foran,  Lisa 
Simons,  Sharon  Eldridge 

♦  Publications  Dept.  -  Doug  Plasencia,  Manage r.  Mary  Toed 

♦  Accounting  Department  Donald  H.  Snyder,  CPA  Control 
ler;  Laurel  A.  Morrill;  Dottie  Hill 
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®rder  Form 


nr  Hi\fr 

Lf  Uii  JSsl 


Quantity 

Denom. 

Date  and  Mintmark 

Grade 

Price 

Total  coin  order 

*  * 

r  I 


Special 

Quantity 

Special 

Quantity 

Total  Special  Price 

Please  send  me  the  specials 
I’ve  selected.  Each  is  priced 
at  only  $40!  (Just  write  in 
the  quantity  you  want  for 
each  of  our  eight  specials.) 

#1 

#5 

#2 

#6 

#3 

#7 

#4 

#8 

Aiming  :j  '±  jAmvjiirjT 

Please  print  the  following: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip] 

Telephone: 

Customer  #: 

Payment:  □  Personal  or  bank  check 

□  MasterCard  □  Visa 

□  American  Express 

For  the  items  advertised  in  this  issue  of: 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  91 

Credit  card  # 

Expiration  date 
Signature 


J30L 

KS 

Quantity 

Stock  No. 

Title 

Price 

1 

— 

Subscription  1;  Our  best  value  subscription 

□  $79.00 

Total  book  order 

Your  coins  will  be  sent  by  first  class  mail  or 
airmail;  books  and  supplies  under  separate  cover 
by  special  book  rate.  If  you  wish  this  type  of  delivery 
(and  your  order  is  under  $300),  please  check  the 
$3  box  in  the  order  form.  (We  pay  postage  for 
standard  delivery  orders  over  $300.)  We  also  offer 
overnight  delivery  to  established  clients.  If  you 
prefer  this  service,  just  check  the  $  10  box  in  the 
order  form.  Mail  your  order  to:  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


SUBTOTAL 

Standard  postage  (orders  under  $300) 

Overnight  delivery 

□  $3.00 

□  $10.00 

TOTAL  AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED 

oiiiTL)  JOJJi  [l  K  K  ft 


Please  send  me  information  about 
one  or  both  of  the  following  services 
offered  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc. 

□  Collection  Portfolio  Program 

□  Want  List  Program 

i1’  Oil  Moi'ili'JT  OM'/JCii 


TOLL-FREE:  (800)  222-5993 
IN  NH:  (603)  569-5095 
FAX:  (603)  569-5319 


Fill  Out  Order  Form  On  Other  Side 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Box  1924 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


